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Huron Pines

Huron Pines Mission
Huron Pines works to conserve the forests, lakes 
and streams of Northeast Michigan. We bring 
partners together to take a hands on approach to 
conservation problems. Our vision is that through 
active leadership and coordination of conservation 
projects, Huron Pines makes the region a better 
place to live, work and enjoy.
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• Through the Huron Pines AmeriCorps program, 19 members served 
throughout the year with a number of conservation organizations to help 
develop and implement projects and services.

• We launched programs to target invasive species, dam removal, and 
technical help for landowners to combat some of the most important 
conservation problems in Michigan.

• 400 volunteers helped with our project efforts including river clean-ups, 
erosion control projects and protecting fish habitat.

• Huron Pines directly provided 35 jobs during the course of the year.

• We also brought more than $1 million in grants from outside of our 
service area into Northeast Michigan, improving natural resources and 
providing income for local contractors and businesses.

• We directly reached over 2,000 people through more than 30 
presentations and workshops throughout the state and nearly 150 site 
visits in Northeast Michigan.

• We assisted 12 watershed-based committees with organizational 
development, financial management, fundraising, project coordination, 
keeping our committment to assisting other groups strong.

• Lastly, we leveraged every $1 contributed by individual donors into $10 
for conservation project efforts.

2008 Expenses
$1,450,000

2008 Support
$1,426,000

State and local grants and contracts

Federal grants and contracts

Contractual services

Annual giving program and other 
support

9%

30%

15%

46% 11%

70%

11%

8%

Watersheds in Northeast Michigan
Huron Pines covers the 11 counties of Northeast Michigan. 
Within this service area, there are over 5,000 miles of river, 
nearly 173,000 lake acres and 467 miles of shoreline. Our major 
watersheds include:
Au Gres, Au Sable, Black, Manistee, Muskegon, 
Ocqueoc, Pigeon, Rifle, Sturgeon, Tawas and 
Thunder Bay.

Hands-on Conservation with Measurable Impacts

2004 $800,000

2005 $1,100,000

2006 1,300,000

2007 $800,000

2008 $1,400,000

Annual Budget

Land Stewardship 

Conservation Leadership 

Watershed Protection

Operations, 
Management and 
Fundraising 



Volunteers Make the Difference
All across northern Michigan, conservation projects are getting accomplished through the efforts of volunteers. At Huron Pines, 
while we count on staff for project coordination, it’s volunteers that form the lifeblood of our organization. For our volunteers, the 
benefits include a real sense of accomplishment in seeing projects move from the idea to the implementation stage. Volunteers 
often get to meet like-minded folks and enjoy an opportunity to apply their skills in ways different from what they’ve been 
involved with in the past, sometimes even learning something new. Huron Pines coordinated projects directly involving 
more than 400 volunteers in 2008. We’re thankful to all of them—they make our hands-on river improvement projects 
possible, respond to questions from landowners, conduct resource inventories and collect important data needed to 
improve efforts for the future. Beyond working in the great outdoors, we can also always use help with technology, 
mailings, preparing business plans, fundraising, etc.

Watershed Protection: Grayling Stormwater Project
In 2002, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality selected Grayling as a pilot project site to demonstrate Low Im-
pact Development techniques for reducing stormwater runoff.  Since then, Huron Pines has partnered with the City of Grayling, 
Crawford County, Michigan Department of Transportation, Trout Unlimited chapters, Michigan Fly Fishing Club, area residents, 
local businesses and nonprofits to reduce unfiltered stormwater runoff from entering the Au Sable River.  For the past six 

years, Huron Pines coordinated the intallation of nearly 90 
residential rain gardens throughout Grayling and a city park 
rain garden. As water drains into these gardens, native plants 
naturally filter out pollutants. To maintain the rain gardens and 
to promote community involvement, Huron Pines organized 
an Adopt-A-Rain Garden program as well. In addition to rain 
garden filtration, seven oil/grit separators called Vortechnics 
units, were installed near the river to help remove pollutants. 
Now, all major outputs of polluted stormwater from the 
city’s streets are filtered before reaching the Au Sable River. 
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Conservation Leadership: Huron Pines AmeriCorps 
The Huron Pines AmeriCorps program is part of the solution to help address both the natural resources and 
funding problems that exist in Michigan. Now in its second year, the Huron Pines AmeriCorps program is 
using new approaches and improving collaboration. Full-time AmeriCorps members, serving 1,700 hours 
throughout the year, are placed at a number of conservation nonprofits and conservation districts. The 
members help nonprofits develop new programs, improve public outreach efforts, incorporate volunteers into 
local projects and get hands-on conservation work done. In 2008, Huron Pines AmeriCorps members made great 
strides for conservation in Michigan.   

2008 Successes

70%

Au Sable River Watershed Restoration
The goal of the Large Woody Debris program is to reestablish naturally occuring in-
stream habitat in the form of woody debris material. With DNR Large Woody Debris 
funding that many of our partners helped campaign for, Huron Pines was able to add 
over 1,800 trees to the Au Sable River in 2008. The river restoration crew worked 
tirelessly in all weather to get as many trees in by hand as possible, and the annual 
helicopter work resumed in the fall using trees from MDNR and the USDA Forest Service. 
This year’s work was concentrated on the main branch of the Au Sable from Burton’s 
Landing to the Parmalee Bridge. The work will continue during the 2009 field season. We 
would like to thank the many partners who helped make this project possible. 

       • 19,556 river feet restored 
• Mentor Programs and Outreach Plans created • 3 river cleanups hosted  • Resource Stewardship Workshops
• 1,703 people reached by presentations  • 2,355 volunteer hours • 466 volunteers recruited



Thank You 2008 Supporters

William and Charlotte Adams
Charles and Peggy Alexander 
Connie Allen
Alpena County
Robert Andrus
Anglers of the Au Sable 
Andrea Ania 
Anonymous 
Au Sable North Branch Association 
Dick Augustine
Pat Augustine
Eric Bankhead and Connie Schrieber
George Barker 
Joanne Barnard 
Paul Basigkow
Ann Baughman
Ron Beardsley 
John and Mary Lou Beck
Allan Berg
Sally Binard
Wayne Blessing
Walter Bock 
Chris and Geraldine Bodker
Gregory Bovee
Otto and Darlene Brantley
Daniel and Annabel Brasier 
Carroll and Patricia Browning
Thomas Buhr 
Robert Bulszewicz
Don and Kathy Burkley
Thomas and Marilyn Burton
Charles Butkiewicz 
Thomas and Gloria Cadwalader
Michael Caparon
James and Sharon Carlson 
Brian Carson
Cindy Caudell
Ned Caveney
Eric Center 
Challenge Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Steve Chappell 
Cheboygan County 
Charles and Reneé Chlysta
Citizens National Bank
Keith Colombo 
Community Foundation for Northeast Michigan 
John and Marjorie Cook
Brian Crabtree
Mark and Mary Cyccone 
Kari Czarnecki
Roderick and Mary Ann Daane 
Tom and Phyllis Dale
John Dallas 
Nancy Davison-Snake River Outfitters
Dawson Kure Family
Rust and Kristen Deming
Bill and Linda Demmer

John Dempsey
Ken and Teresa Dennings
Broderick and Michelle Donaldson 
Darryl Dorda
Jimmy Doyle
Gerald and Bonnie Dueweke

William and Patricia Duncanson 
Glen and Martha Eberly 
George Ebling 
Economic Development Alliance for Oscoda Co. 
Dennis and Teresa Elsholz
James and Elizabeth Erwin 
Luke Farhat
Ruth Farro 
Al and Heidi Fetz
Seymour and Carol Finkel
FishAmerica Foundation
James and Janet Fitzpatrick
Joe Florka
Christopher and Laura Fluke
Bob and Sandy Foote
Peter Fortino
Jim and Sue Francis
Frank “Bob” Perrin Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Howard and Ginny French
Freshwater Future 
Calvin Funderburk 
J. Gabelsberger
Raymond Gage and Mary Stephenson
Annette Gamblin 
Calvin and Julie Gates
Daniel and Cheryl Gauthier 
Meaghan Gauthier
Shawn and Jon Gauthier 
Ray Geitka
Lanny Gerard 
Charles and Beverly Gillece
Robert Gillenwater
Larry Gorick 
Jennifer Graessle
Grand Traverse Conservation District
Mike and Chris Grant
Robert and Karla Grant
City of Grayling 
Veronica Greason
Great Lakes Commission 
Joshua Green
Tom and Joann Green
Lorne and Shirley Greenwood
Jim and Linda Gregart 
Ken and Elizabeth Gribble
Jon Griffin
Paul and Linda Groen 
William and Dottie Haase
Rick and Robin Hagopian
Beach and Marianne Hall
Dixon and Susan Hall
Hammond Bay Area Anglers Association
Kevin and Jenni Harding
Ken Harfoot
Thomas and Barbara Harkleroad
Karen Harrison 
Headwaters Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
HeadWaters Land Conservancy
Thomas and Michaela Hector
Joseph Hemming
Mark and Valerie Hendricks
Dick and Judy Henry
Higgins Lake Foundation

Higgins Lake Property Owners Association
Scott and Cynthia Hill
Hugh Hiller
Homer and Wanda Hilner
Jack Hipchen and Lois Cumming
Richard and Frances Hocking 
Honig Family RSJE
Raymond and Frances Hoobler
Houghton Lake Improvement Board
Kristin Howland
Gary Hubbard
Carl and Vicki Hueter 
Jon and Mary Lou Hunter
Iosco County
J&N Construction
Joe and Jude Jarecki 
Brad Jensen and Rebecca Benson
Jerry and Sally Jensen
Michael Johnson
Raymond Jones, Sr.
James and Diane Kamon 
Rodney and Cara Kannisto
Arthur and Helen Kerle 
Harvey Kern
Michael Kerner 
Gary and Linda Kesler
George and Linda Killat 
Kiwanis Club of Rogers City
Mildon and Joyce Klotz 
Robert Kluczynski
Marilyn Kohnert
Keith and Catherine Konvalinka 
Frank and Theresa Krist
Charlie Krug
Sallie Kuhne
David and Janet Kurtz
William and Marietta Kusey 
Joe and Bobbie Kutkuhn
Shawn LaFleche
Gerald Lake
Jerry and Susan LaVanture 

The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are very grateful for our generous supporters. 
These contributors are directly responsible for making our work possible.  



Ernest and Deborah Liebold
Leif and Lois Lindblom
John Lindsay
Robert Linsenman
James and Mary Lockard
David and Julianne Lockwood
William and Teresa Lossing 
Rob Love
Robert and Karen Luetje
Charles Lyon
Susan Mack 
Nick and Karen Mancini
Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
Leonard Mazur
Greg and Diana McComas 
Donald and Kelly McCosh
Kevin McGill 
Ken McLellan 
Barbara McLennan and Marcy Ng
Mark and Pamela Meadows
Rick and Anne Meeks
Paul Mesack
Vera Mical
Alfred and Janice Michelini
Michigan Association of Conservation Districts
Michigan Community Service Commission
Michigan Council of Trout Unlimited
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
Michigan Department of Military and 
 Veterans Affairs
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Michigan Fly Fishing Club
Michigan Forest Resource Alliance
Michigan Tree Farm Committee
William Middleton
Hank and Terri Milius
Montmorency Conservation District
Montmorency County
Montmorency County Conservation Club
Tim and Kathy Moran 
Robert and Cynthia Morgner
Charles and Judith Mott
Muskegon River Watershed Assembly
Philip and Lora Myers
Bruce Myles
Robert and Jill Myllyoja
Natural Resource Conservation Service
Daniel Navarre 
Gordon and Vernie Nethercut
Northeast Michigan Council of Governments
Walter Novak
Greg Noviski
David Nyberg
Chad and Rachelle Nyitray 
Thomas and Rosemary Oakey
Arnold Ochs and Stephanie Coggon 
Ogemaw County
Oscoda Canoe Rental
Oscoda County 
Oscoda County Hazardous Material Response Unit 

and Local Emergency Planning Committee
Oscoda Township
Otsego Conservation District
Otsego County 
Otsego Lake Association
Otsego Wildlife Legacy Society 

Raietta Ott 
Marianne Pahssen
Doris Parker
Helen Pasakarnis
Dick and Lenore Pastula
Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
Michael Paulus

Ron Peckens
Richard and Lillian Perry
Keith and Wendy Petherick 
Merrill Petoskey 
Kenneth and Carolyn Pierce
Paul and Lisa Pietrzak
Ben and Kristine Pinti
Bill Piskorowski
Joseph and Carole Plunkey
Bruce Pregler
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Qua
Tom Quail 
John and Armella Pierce 
Virginia Pierce and Don Inman
John and Ruth Pilon 
Presque Isle County
R.C. Rieder
Keith Radwanski and Erin Fanning 
Mark and Lisha Ramsdell
Tim and Heather Rawlings
Roger Rasmussen
Barbara Reed
R.J. and Virginia Reichenbach
Rick Reid 
Bret Reiter 
Rice Family Foundation
 Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Rice, III 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
George and Jeanette Roe
Mark and Pam Rohr 
Roscommon County
Roscommon County Community Foundation 
Township of Roscommon 
Paul and Carol Rose 
Rose City Chamber of Commerce 
John and Beverly Rossetto
Nathaniel Rowe
Jerry and Fran Rucker 
Glenn Rudy
S. Samuelson
Colman and Gloria Sanders 
Neil Satovsky
Chris Savona
Joan Scheel
Glenn and Nancy Schleicher 
Mark Schoenberg
Thomas and Bernadette Schultz
Leo and Sylvia Schuster 
Joseph Schwartz 
Bill and Denise Semion
George Shaw and Bonita Marsh
Joan Shively
Nancy Shutes
Marion Silliman 
William and Larue Simons
Peter Sinclair Family 
Robert Slingerlend
Laurie Smith Tudor
Andy Smith
David Smith 
Jerry Smith and Linda Arlt-Smith
Robb and Chrissy Smith
Ronald Smith and Eric Van Poucker 
Daniel and Mary Snyder
Kris Sorgenfrei
Pat and Vicki Springstead 
Carol Sprys 
Joe Stevens
Annette Stimpson
Dan and Jeanne Stock 
David Stolle 
Trent Stowe
Elizabeth Strauss

Richard Strohkirch
Howard Strom 
Sturgeon For Tomorrow
James and Christine Supina
Frederic and Carole Swinehart
Norman and Colleen Tabaka
Earl and Jo Taylor 
Bob and Kim Thorsen
C. Thurston
Ronald Truesdell 
Twin Lakes Property Owners Association
Upper Au Sable River Preservation Association
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Van Etten Lake Association
Keith VanDekerkhove 
Rick and Carol Vidrio 
Viking Energy of Lincoln
Thomas and Margaret Walbridge
Neil Wallace
Richard and Judy Walle
Garrett and Bonnie Walworth
Jon Waske
R. Scott Webb
Mark and Deborah Weber
Blair Webster
Stephen and Karen Werner
Thomas and Janet Wessels
West Branch-Ogemaw County Travelers and 
 Visitors Bureau
Dave Wilczynski 
William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
Sara Williams
Tom Williams and Pamela Dow
Virginia Williams
John Winder
Wolverine Power Cooperative
J.A. Woollam Foundation 
Brian Worrell
Rob Wummel
John and Mary Wylie 
T.J. and Lisa Yarema
Lonnie and Laura Young
Steve Zulczyk
Don Zwier

In Honor Of
Jerry Nelson’s Birthday from Ann Nelson

Pat and Vicki Springstead from Jack and Liz Wade

Eric Bankhead and Connie Schrieber’s 

25th Wedding Anniversary  

from Alan and Anita Westerback

Dave Smrchek from Wolverine Power Cooperative

In Memory Of
Mary McCarthy from Patrick and Judith Benson

 Maxine Bissonette from David Bissonette

Charles Jackson from Kalbli, Jr. Family Trust— 

Anton Kalbli, Jr. and Lora Kalbli

Denny Marchand from Fred and Kathy Koenigbauer

Celeste Jensen from Renee Priest

Herbert MacClaren from Constance MacClaren

Rob Morley from Sue Morley

Buzz and Virginia Mathieu from Mike Mathieu

Bill Myers from Daniel and Patricia McCarthy

Claude Carney and Bill Myers from Terry and Claudia Miller 

William Myers from Sharon Myers 

Patricia Neumann Moore from Gary Neumann

Ted Thomas from Ralph and Nancy Rucinski

Ed Stachura from Lori Underwood



Many times conservation issues are not addressed until an emergency arises, costing more money and 
doing more damage. Therefore, Huron Pines is proactively responding to a number of conservation con-
cerns in our region. Through improved project planning, we are staying at the forefront of conservation 
issues and better protecting Northeast Michigan’s natural resources. 

Dam Assessment and Management Strategies (DAMS)
One major concern for Michigan, and in fact the nation, is that of aging dams on our rivers. Of the 
regulated dams in the United States, 80% of them are expected to be reaching their life expectancy by 
2020. Therefore, we are developing the framework for inventorying dams throughout our region and 
addressing the sites where we will have the most impact through our Dam Inventory. We’re working 
with partners to strengthen the program and bring diverse groups together for a common goal. 

Invasive Species Program
Invasive species are an international problem and have already cost our state millions of dollars. They 
adversely affect the habitats they invade by displacing native species, disrupting ecosystems and dam-
aging commercial and natural resources. This is why we created the Invasive Species Removal program. 
The program will begin mapping and removing target species throughout the 2009 field season. 

Northeast Michigan Coastal Stewardship 
Through a project funded by the MDEQ’s Coastal Management Program, we’ve developed a geographic 
database of the 467 miles of Lake Huron shoreline from Cheboygan to Iosco counties, identifying sensi-
tive areas and prioritizing areas in need of protection, restoration and mangement. During the 2009 
field season, we will implement on-the-ground improvement projects and promote good stewardship 
practices in these coastal areas. Projects will focus on creating partnerships with private landowners to 
install conservation measures that will enhance their property and protect coastal resources.

Conservation First Responder
All across Northeast Michigan there are landowners who have questions about land mangement and 
conservation. To help answer some of these questions, Huron Pines is launching the Conservation First 
Responder program. We are coordinating a volunteer network of natural resource professionals who 
can walk the land with property owners. 

Stormwater Treatment 
Polluted stormwater runoff, carrying sediment, oils, grease, trash and other hazardous material, is a big 
problem for our lakes and streams. We need to work with communities to better implement projects 
that will reduce and filter stormwater before it reaches our lakes and streams. In 2009, Huron Pines 
is targeting the cities of West Branch and Roscommon to improve water quality through stormwater 
treatment.

Emerging Projects

Huron Pines 
501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738

Phone: (989) 344-0753
Fax: (989) 348-7945
info@huronpines.org
www.huronpines.org

Executive Board
Paul Rose 
Roger Frye 
Connie Schrieber 
Kris Sorgenfrei 
Ned Caveney
Joe Jarecki
Roger Rasmussen
Bruce Reetz 
Jerry Rucker
Tom Young

Executive Director
Brad Jensen

Staff
Lisha Ramsdell
 Program Director
Patrick Ertel
 Restoration Project  

 Manager
Jennifer Muladore
 Ecologist
Eric Nelson
 Habitat Specialist
Ken Reed
 Restoration Crew 
 Leader
Casey Ressl
 Communications 
 Specialist
Susan La Vanture
 Accountant
Jill Scarzo
 Program Assistant

Huron Pines is a not-for-profit, nongovernmental, 501(c)(3)  
organization serving Alcona, Alpena, Cheboygan, Crawford, 

Iosco, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda, Otsego,
 Presque Isle and Roscommon counties. This organization is 

an equal opportunity provider.
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