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Contact Us
Huron Pines 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2
Gaylord, MI 49735
phone (989) 448-2293
info@huronpines.org
www.huronpines.org

Our Strategic Goals
1. Provide leadership necessary to identify natural resource enhancement 
opportunities and coordinate those programs where Huron Pines can have the 
greatest impact in restoring, enhancing or sustaining the region’s natural resources.
2. Improve and protect present levels of water quality while at the same time 
reconnecting stream habitat through the removal/remediation of human-created fish 
passage barriers, controlling runoff and reducing nutrient loading.
3. Maintain and improve present levels of forest cover and increase acreage of 
managed forests, with our forests composed of indigenous communities functioning 
so they sustain forest health, quality wildlife habitat and sustainable productivity.
4. Integrate a conservation ethic into all aspects of our communities, including 
their local decision making, land use, schools, business and households.

About Huron Pines

Our Mission
Huron Pines’ mission is to 

conserve the forests, lakes and 
streams of Northeast Michigan.



7,380 Square Miles 
4,423,731 Acres

5,005 River Miles 
172,800 Lake Acres
517 Shoreline Miles

Watersheds
Au Gres River 
Au Sable River 

Black River 
Cheboygan River 

Coastal Lake Huron 
East Branch Au Gres River

Manistee River 
Muskegon River 
Ocqueoc River
Pigeon River 

Pine River/Van Etten Lake 
Rifle River

Sturgeon River
Tawas River 

Thunder Bay River

Our Service Area



Letter from Our Leadership
2013 marked 40 years of conservation efforts at Huron Pines. It was both interesting and satisfying to look back at 
some of the projects we have completed with various partners over those 40 years—to look back and know we have 
had a positive effect on the forests, lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan. 
Although looking back at our accomplishments is always fun, it is also important and exciting to look forward to the 
future. During the year, the board and staff had a number of discussions trying to forecast what Northeast Michigan 
might look like over the next 40 years. What new invasives might we expect and what and where might they have 
an impact? What about population change, and what effect will the future economy of Northeast Michigan have 
on the use of our natural resources? What might changes in weather patterns do to the forests and are there some 
management efforts that we can take to protect biodiversity? How might the Great Lakes and our coldwater streams 
be affected by a change in climate? How can we create projects that ignite the imaginations of young people so they 
become future caretakers? 
Moving forward into 2014 with a look to the future, we plan to organize regional meetings inviting those interested 
to discuss such topics with us. We will look at the needs and opportunities in each of the areas of Northeast Michigan 
because they are not all the same. We hope to make many new partners who will help us to identify future projects 
so that 40 years from now we can again look back with interest and satisfaction and know we had a positive impact on 
a most beautiful place. We look forward to sustaining the relationships we have and to building new. Thank you to all 
who have supported us over the past 40 years. We thank all of you for your volunteer time, monetary contributions, 
network connections and passion for conservation and our communities. Let’s keep growing our successes for 
Northeast Michigan’s natural resources together!

–Connie Schrieber, Chair
–Brad Jensen, Executive Director

Connie Schrieber (right) talks with 
Huron Pines volunteers at the 2013 

Appreciation Celebration.



2013 Highlights
24 Acres of Downtown Commercial 

District Treated for Stormwater 
Runoff

3 Project Tours for Local Leaders
1 Economic Roundtable Hosted
3 Regional Partner Networks Initiated
1 Alliance Formed for the Protection of the 

Kirtland’s Warbler

22 Volunteer Projects
1000+ Volunteers
5000+ Hours of Service
3,479 Students and 3,195 Adults 

Reached

10 Fish Passage Barriers Removed
400+ Road/Stream Crossings Inventoried
51 River Miles Reconnected
486 Tons of Sediment Prevented from Entering 

High-Quality Streams
Protected a Unique Geological Area with 

Projects Designed to Minimize the Impact of 
Human Access

135 Acres of Public Land Restored
16 Acres of Private Land Restored
600 Acres of Land Protected Through 

Invasive Species Control Projects in the NE 
MI Cooperative Weed Management Area

300+ Landowner Site Visits Completed
1 Region-Wide GIS Mapping Analysis 

Developed to Protect Wildlife Corridors



Huron Pines coordinates 
large-scale, high-impact 
and long-term habitat 
restoration and enhance-
ment projects to benefit 
the lands and waters of 
Northeast Michigan. 

High-Impact Projects
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The Huron Pines strategy of using science-backed 
prioritization to get large impacts out of small 
investments has become a successful model for 
watershed restoration throughout the Great Lakes 
region. 
We start with site inventories and reports generated 
through our own projects or partner groups; assemble 
and prioritize sites based on need, impact and 
feasibility; and group them in a way that makes sense 
to open up entire branches of stream or connect large 
tracts of land. This enables us to stretch our funding 
across political and geographical boundaries to benefit 
more area. 
Coordinating large-scale projects also boosts the 
economic impact of our work—by doing multiple 
projects at a time, we can bring more dollars to a region 
that desperately needs it while raising the profile of the 

fantastic natural resources Northeast Michigan offers to 
locals and visitors alike. 

Science-Based Prioritization

Huron Pines is an organization with 
great professionalism and great 
care for our state’s environment and 
we are proud to partner with them 
to protect natural resources in the 
Rose City area.

–Cindy Rosebrugh
City of Rose City
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Huron Pines pulls 
together private-public 
sector partnerships 
in order to take a 
collaborative approach to 
solving problems.

Partnerships
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By always making sure that we have a range of partners 
at the table from planning to construction, Huron Pines 
is able to form lasting partnerships that bring deep 
expertise to locally grounded projects. By spending 
time building relationships during a project, we ensure 
the long-term success of both the on-the-ground 
construction work and the conservation ethic within 
each partner that is needed to maintain our high-quality 
natural resources into the future. 
The partnerships we foster can be small or large groups, 
but in all cases the benefits are huge. From sharing 
resources to overlapping projects and leveraging funds 
for bigger causes, partnerships make things happen.

9

Lasting and Locally Grounded

Three words come to mind immediately when I think about 
Huron Pines: deep, nimble and able.
“Deep” is a good description because few organizations 
have the capacity to take on a task that is as challenging as 
developing a new organization for the Kirtland’s warbler, an 
iconic endangered species. 
I say “nimble” because in order to take on this challenge, Huron 
Pines had to shift resources and make a significant commitment 
of time, money and energy to the Kirtland’s Warbler Initiative.
Finally, Huron Pines is “able.”  I’m surprised and pleased with 
what we’ve accomplished in just one year of the Kirtland’s 
Warbler Initiative. 

–Bill Rapai
Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance Member



Huron Pines promotes 
our natural assets 
and links them to 
economic, community 
and family development 
opportunities in order to 
improve the quality of life 
in the region. 

Communities
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Moving Forward Together
Northeast Michigan has had a rough few years. 
Populations are declining, average income 
is consistently below the state average and 
unemployment soars above the state average in 
all counties of our service area. While our focus 
is traditionally on completing natural resource 
conservation projects, we know that the only way we 
can ensure sustainability of our projects is to have local 
support and regional—even national—attention. 
Huron Pines works with local leaders, residents and 
schools to raise awareness about conservation issues 
facing Northeast Michigan, getting volunteers and 
students involved in learning about the special forests, 
lakes and streams that make up the region with the 
intent that they will carry on a legacy of protecting 
these places into future generations. 

The Saunders Dam removal project is a 
perfect example of a true collaborative 
partnership. Seeing everyone from the 
previous landowner to agency partners 
and local residents pull together to 
support the project at the groundbreaking 
ceremony has become a lasting reminder 
of why we do what we do.

–Lisha Ramsdell
Huron Pines Program Director
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Financial Strategy
In 2013 Huron Pines developed several new multi-
year and multi-funder programs. These included 
the new Au Sable Watershed program, a land 
stewardship program, and the Kirtland’s Warbler 
Initiative. Developing new projects means using 
reserves to refine the projects to the point where 
funding from outside sources can be pursued. Even 
after funding has been granted reserves are used for 
matching funds until additional contributions can 
be raised. One of Huron Pines’ strengths has been 
successful years where the reserves have grown, 
giving us the opportunity to go after projects we feel 
are important to our mission and service area. 
During the last five years, Huron Pines has totaled 
approximately $1.2 million in project investments 
by our supporters in Northeast Michigan. This is 
made of individual donors, partner organizations, 
businesses and our local communities. This support 
helps us complete our on-the-ground projects and 
is used to leverage funding that comes to Northeast 
Michigan from outside sources. Often this is in 
the form of competitive grants from state/federal 
government or private foundations. Because of the 
investment of our local and regional supporters, 
we have been able to attract about $6.5 million 
in outside support the last five years. These are 
funds that come into the region and not only help 
us improve wildlife habitat, protect drinking water, 
restore streams and help private landowners, but 
also provide an infusion of good jobs, hire local 
contractors, purchase locally sourced materials 
and supplies, improve public infrastructure and 
strengthen the economy. 
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January 1–December 31, 2013
Revenues 2013 2012 2011
 Annual Giving $46,895 $42,795 $35,919
 Contributions, other support 301,079 109,315 246,676
 Contractual Services 104,586 103,714 79,375
 Federal Grants 1,155,381 1,918,588 859,338
 State Grants 34,817 223,101 308,419
Total Revenue $1,642,758 $2,397,513 1,529,727
     
Expenses 2013 2012 2011
 Program Expenses $1,401,479 $2,160,402 $1,205,061
 Management Expenses 325,518 251,837 150,255
 Fundraising Expenses 33,900 10,032 12,176
Total Expenses $1,760,897 $2,422,271 1,367,492
     
Change in Net Assets $-118,139 $-24,758 $162,235

2013 figures are projections for January 1 to December 31, 2013.
2012 figures are audited financials for January 1 to December 31, 2012.
2011 figures are audited financials for January 1 to December 31, 2011.

 
For every dollar 

contributed by those 
in NE Michigan, the return on 

investment has been five dollars in cash 
contributions from outside the region. 
What’s more, when we include in-kind 

donations of labor, equipment and materials 
that more than doubles that cash contribution—
meaning that every $1 into Huron Pines equals 
$10 of value for the region, for a total benefit 

of $10 million in project value in the last 
five years. It goes to show that with 

strong local support great things 
are achieved!

Agency Funders



Contributors
$20,000+
The Carls Foundation
Great Lakes Fishery Trust
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative 

Network (WIN)
The Elizabeth, Allan, & Warren Shelden 

Foundation

$5,000+
Anglers of the Au Sable
Au Sable North Branch Area Foundation
Bay Area Community Foundation

Watershed Champions $2,500–$4,999
Challenge Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Headwaters Chapter of Trout Unlimited
William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited
Upper Black River Council
Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout Unlimited

River Patrons $1,000–$2,499
Au Sable Big Water Preservation 

Association
Eric Bankhead and Connie Schrieber
Gregory and Cecilia Bator
Canada Creek Ranch
Clinton Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Community Foundation for Northeast 

Michigan-Mr. and Mrs. O.B. Eustis 
Memorial Fund

Dawson Kure Family
William and Linda Demmer
DTE Energy
E. James and Betsy Erwin
Robert and Bette Jordan
Lafarge Corporation
Jerry and Fran Rucker
John G. Shedd Aquarium
David Smith and Marie Harrington

Sustainers $500–$999
Anonymous (2)
Consumers Energy
Christopher and Laura Fluke
Beach and Marianne Hall

Jeanette Henig
David Irani and Laurel Moore
Joe and Judi Jarecki
Jay’s Sporting Goods
Kirtland Products, LLC
Kathleen Lawrence
Robert and Michaele Malecki
Hank and Terri Milius
Paul and Carol Rose
Pat and Vicki Springstead
Robert and Mary Louise Tarkowski
Treetops Resort
Twin Lakes Property Owners Association

Partners $100–$499
Guy and Angie Adamec
Ruth Addis and Marj Schloff
Jim Allyn
William and Debra Anderson
Robert and Marcia Armstrong
Laurie Bruneel Arora and Shail Arora
Ann Ashford
Au Sable Valley Audubon
Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
Dick and Marilyn Augustine
Martin and Karen Beer
Bob Bissonnette
Larry and Joanne Brock
Richard Bruder and Ellen Donnelly
Alan Burchi and Barbara Patek
Gerald and Rose Burke
Don and Kathy Burkley
Tammy Busch
Richard and Marsha Carlson
Anne and John Cauley
Ned Caveney
Cedars for the Au Sable
Citizens National Bank
David Cole
Brian and Erin Considine
Gerald Cosens
Chris and Margaret Cowdin
Philip and Millicent Cramer
John Dallas
Bill Darooge
John Dempsey and Margo Lakin
Ken and Teresa Dennings14



January 1–December 31, 2013
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Nancy Dextrom
Patricia Donath
William and Patricia  

Duncanson
John Edwards
Erie Shores Birding Association
Roger and Dagmar Eriksson
Dale and Norma Ewart
Pat and Larry Farris
Carlos Fetterolf
Fischer Insurance Agency
Flygirls of Michigan, Inc.
Scott and Christine Foster
Belinda Friis
Robert Gillis
Jon Griffin
Rick and Robin Hagopian
Hammond Bay Area Anglers 

Association
Lelane Hardie
Gerald Heinrich
Wade and Jan Henderson
Dick and Judy Henry
Scott and Cynthia Hill
Russ Holmes
Gloria and Jack Horner
Mark and Adam Hume, Oscoda 

Canoe Rental
Don Inman and Virginia Pierce
Mike and Sue Inman
William and Sheryl Isenstein
Jerry Jensen
David and Myra Juhnke
Harvey Kern
Bob and Gloria Kerry
Linda and Gary Kesler
George and Linda Killat
Kirtland’s Warbler Audubon Society
James Knox
Marilyn Kohnert
Frank and Theresa Krist
Susan and Jerry La Vanture
Lake Margrethe Property Owners 

Association
Bernard and Nancy Lamp
Tom Lenartowicz
Al Lewis

Leif and Lois Lindblom
John Lindsay
Ryan Loeprich
Robert and Karen Luetje
Michael and Mary Beth Magnuson
Joe Marcotte, Lazy J. Farms
John and Sheila Marsh
John Marshall
Mike Mathieu
Leonard Mazur
David and Martha “Muffie” 

McCauley
Greg and Diana McComas
Paul and Sue McEwen
Mike McGraw
Rick and Anne Meeks
William Middleton
Herman and Dorothy Miller
Montmorency County Conservation 

Club
John and Connie Morgan
Guy Moulthrop
Eugene Naujock
David and Nancy Neal
Gordon and Vernie Nethercut
North Branch Boys Fly Fishing Club
Tim and Kelly Omell
County of Otsego 
Raietta Ott
William and Eileen Palmer
Paul and Anne Pancella
Keith and Wendy Petherick
Merrill Petoskey
Paul and Lisa Pietrzak
Pigeon River Country Association
Ben and Kristine Pinti
Joseph and Carole Plunkey
Samuel Prentice
County of Presque Isle
Stephen Qua
Roger Rasmussen
Richard Ritter, Jr.
County of Roscommon 
Dr. Nathaniel and Melody Rowe
Mary Sanders
Richard and Barbara Schalk
Glenn and Nancy Schleicher

Peter and Pat Schmid
Dan and Amy Schoeck
James and Dorothy Schramm
Glenn and Moon Seagren
Joe and Chris Server
Jeff Silagy and Beth Chan
R. Thomas Snyder
Kris and Ron Sorgenfrei
Bob and Jane Spence
Donette Spiekerman
Dave and Ann Stephenson
Joe Stevens
Daniel and Jeanne Stock
David Stolle
Sturgeon For Tomorrow
Wade and Patricia Sutton
Fred and Carole Swinehart
Thunder Bay Audubon Society
David and Joyce Triezenberg
Jay and Bev Trucks
Sarah Tule
Van Etten Lake Association
Gary and Barbara Vetter
Viking Energy of Lincoln
Jack and Liz Wade
Noel Walker
Neil Wallace
David Waltz
Warbler’s Hideaway Association
Terry and Susan Warrington
Judd and Mary Ann Wellard
Scott and Ann Wellard
Chuck Wheeker
Eric Williams
Thomas and Carol 

Young
Daryl Zelenak

Patrons $50–$99
Anonymous (3)
Russ and Caryl Anton
Dick and Marilyn 

Bachelor
Gordon Baughman
Ed and Lee Bender
Karl Benghauser
Ethalinda Blackman

Donald and Gail Block
Carol Buxton and Dave Kelley
Thomas and Gloria Cadwalader
Brian and Janet Carson
Maureen Castern
Dave and Jane Chapoton
Christopher Clampitt
Richard and Penelope Crawford
Broderick and Michelle Donaldson
Jerry and Bonnie Dueweke
David Ewert
Ruth Favro
Jim and Marie “Sue” Francis
Bob and Karla Grant
Michael and Chris Grant
Veronica Greason
Lorne and Shirley Greenwood
Ken and Elizabeth Gribble
Robert Hammerle
Genevieve Hartwig
Frank Hinzmann
Raymond and Frances Hoobler
Joe and Carol Houston
Johnson Controls Foundation
Tony and Lora Kalbli
Judy Kalmanek
Herb and Linda Klingel

Huron Pines Legacy Society
The Erwin Family (pictured)

Dirk VanKoughnett and  
Katherine Erwin



Contributors
Mary Krigbaum
Gordon Long and Lois Wilson
Guy and Barbara Lovelace
Jack and Julie Marlette
Shelley and Greg Martinez
Randy and Jeanette Mateer
Robert Mawn
Barbara McLennan
Wiliam Mears
Nancy Mellott
Paul Mesack
Alfred and Janice Michelini
Thomas Mudd
Stephen and Sandra Mueller
Thomas and Rosemary Mullaney
Phil and Lora Myers
Richard and Amy Nemeth
Doris Parker
Dick Pastula
Donald and Dorothy Peacor
Ron Peckens-Fisheye Internet Solutions 

& Hosting LLC
Kenneth and Carolyn Pierce
Jack and Ruth Pilon
Roy and Cindy Prentice
Tom Quail
Keith Radwanski and Erin Fanning
Steve and Karen Rodock
Township of Roscommon
Chris Savona and Patricia Nakfoor
Leo and Sylvia Schuster
Jerry Smith and Linda Arlt-Smith
Stewart and Carol Smith
George and Elizabeth Smojver
Bill and Charity Steere
Wayne Suida
Ronald Swiss
Andy Tarkington
Charles and Nancy Thurston
Eric VanPoucker and Ronald Smith
Tom and Ann Wagar
Judy Walle
Scott Whitcomb
Joseph Wildberg
Stanley Yolkiewicz
Ron Young

Steve and Mary Zulczyk

Members $25–$49
Anonymous (1)
Au Sable River Center
Vicki Seltz Barnes and Ken Barnes
Sue and Gerald Beattie
Tracy Bosworth
Barb and Dick Bott
Gary Boyd
Kathleen and David Boyd
Richard and Marie Bracci
Don Brown
Sam and Vicki Brunt
David Carron
Mark and Lori Carter
Cedar Sweeper Publications LLC
Michael and Terri Cwik
Mark Delaney
John Deming
Benjamin Duby
Trevor Edmonds
David Fisher and Esther Cavendish-

Fisher
Robert Gillenwater
Barbara Gray
Laura Hansmann
Tom and Barbara Harkleroad
Robert and Susan Hegel
Dave and Elaine Jansen
David and Cheryl Jansen
Raymond Jones, Sr.
Carol Kugler
David and Janet Kurtz
Bob Linsenman
Keith and Cathy Martell
Noreen Mehlhose
Paul Messing
Charles and Linda Mires
Michael Monroe and Candace Henig-

Monroe
Robert and Cynthia Morgner
Robert Nicholson
Garrett Noyes and Blythe Webster
Parsons Family Foundation
Paul Paske
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January 1–December 31, 2013
Delores Peyton
Don and Sis Pierce
Kurt Ranka
Ken Reed
Casey Ressl and Jim Morse
James and Sharon Roberts
George and Jeanette Roe
Joan Shively
Renee Soultanian
Howard Strom
John and Jacqueline Stuart
Michael and Peggy Supernault
Roy Tassava
Kathleen Trock
Thomas and Betsy Walbridge, Jr.

Supporters
Barbara Babcock
Steven and Leana Bieszki
Ernest Brumbaugh and Carole 

Mueller-Brumbaugh
Julie Craves
Laura Gogola
Roger Houthoofd
Jim Jarecki
Michael Lakatos
Fred and Margaret McDonald
Cliff Miller
Dennis and Lindy Peterson
Mark and Lisha Ramsdell
Arlene Rockwell
Neil and Joan Satovsky
Bill and Denise Semion
Charles Smiley
Ralph Stedman
Robert and Clarice Williams

In Honor Of
Au Sable North Branch Area 

Foundation 
from George Shaw and Bonita 

Marsh

Chip Erwin and Family 
from Dirk VanKoughnett and 

Katherine Erwin

Chip Erwin and Claire Erwin 
from Dirk VanKoughnett and 

Katherine Erwin

Alex Gray 
from Barbara Gray

Joe and Judi Jarecki 
from Bill and Charity Steere

Bruce and Tammy Kohnert 
from Anonymous

Marilyn Kohnert 
from Bruce and Tammy Kohnert

Ken Reed 
from Community Foundation for 

Southeast Michigan- 
Frank W. Lynch and Roberta Jane 

Lynch Endowed Family Fund

Dave Smrchek 
from Wolverine Power 

Cooperative

Tank/Ferguson Families 
from Daniel Ferguson

Ronald Yokom 
from Jim and Linda Gregart,  

Big Paw Wildlife Conservancy

In Memory Of
Mel and Dorothy Baerwolf 

from Delton Baerwolf

Eleanor Barker 
from George Barker

Ed and Dolores Bozynski (2) 
from George and Janet Bozynski

Dick, Ed and Gary 
from Anonymous

Jean and Jerry Dickinson 
from Bea Flanagan

Randal Ehinger 
from Karen Ehinger

Tom Erdmann 
from Frank Kohl

David A. Feighan 
from Patricia Feighan

Robert and Kay Flanagan 
from Bea Flanagan

Sam Giardina 
from Natalie Giardina

Bob and Barb Grant 
from Ken and Susan Hirth

Jack Hagopian 
from Michael and Mary Beth 

Magnuson

Celeste Jensen 
from Brad Jensen and Rebecca 

Benson

Paul Jensen 
from Bob and Karla Grant

Donovan Jocque 
from Marsha Fales

Kolby 
from Benjamin Duby

Larry and Sharon Kunkel 
from Ned Caveney

Joe Kutkuhn 
from Roger and Mary Fechner

Tom Lovell 
from Peter and Pat Schmid

Jeffrey Moses 
from Anonymous

Jeffrey Moses (2) 
from Susan Malkes

Jeffrey Moses 
from Shelley Martinez

William Myers 
from Sharon Myers

Jean Petoskey (2) 
from Merrill Petoskey

Dillon Ptaszek 
from David and Nancy Neal

William Richards 
from Nanci Tayler

Elva J. Scerba 
from Danette Butcher

John, Marie and Roberta Scheel 
from Joan Scheel

Robert “Bud” Slingerlend 
from Ann Baughman

Bill Stenglein 
from Eric Bankhead and Connie 

Schrieber

Jay Lewis Stephan 
from Terri and Jason Brodkey

Ted Thomas 
from Ralph and Nancy Rucinski

Norma Wheeker 
from Gretchen Fergason

Sally Lynne Wiley 
from Roderic and Ruth Wiley

Business Members



Board Of Directors

Jerry Rucker 
Vice Chairman

Anne Belanger

Joe Jarecki
Secretary

Ned Caveney

David Smith

Chip Erwin
Treasurer

Tom YoungJudy Kalmanek

Connie Schrieber 
Chair
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Staff

Lisha Ramsdell 
Program Director

Patrick Ertel 
Restoration Project 

Manager

Jennifer Muladore 
Communications  

Manager

Joy Leisen
Special Projects  

Coordinator

Sam Prentice 
Watershed Project 

Manager

Jill Scarzo 
Program Assistant

Ken Reed 
Restoration Crew 

Leader

Tim Engelhardt 
Invasive Species 

Coordinator

Brian Marshall 
Habitat Specialist

Susan La Vanture 
Staff Accountant

Abigail Ertel 
Kirtland’s Warbler 

Coordinator

Shelley Moses-Martinez 
Development Services 

Coordinator

Josh Leisen
Watershed Project  

Manager

Jennie Roth-Jandron 
AmeriCorps Coordinator

Brad Jensen  
Executive Director



Huron Pines 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2
Gaylord, MI 49735
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