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Annual Report 
Investing In Our Future



Developing leaders in conservation. 
It’s a tagline we came up with back when we started the Huron Pines AmeriCorps 
Program nearly 12 years ago. Our number one concern, then, was where we would 
find that next generation of leaders to help protect Northern Michigan and the 
Great Lakes. We were at a much different place as an organization back then. Thanks 
to some ambitious ideas, support from people like you, deep community partneships 
and the efforts of our board and staff, we’ve been able to try new things, learn from 
mistakes and create meaningful and positive programs. 

One thing we learned is that you don’t “find” the next generation of leaders— you  
help create them. And not only have we made that a priority through Huron Pines 
AmeriCorps, where we bring on 30 full-time college graduates each year, but also 
through school programs, volunteer projects, outreach to elected officials and work 
with community leaders. Leadership comes from all levels and we’ve started to work 
with everyone, from age 5 to 95. Involving new people from all walks of life into our 
conservation programs has helped us reach more people than ever before and build 
more support for protecting our forests, lakes and streams. It’s inspired us to take a 
more optimistic view of the future than perhaps we would have just a few years ago. 

Thank you for making our work — and our optimism — possible.  We hope you  
continue to join our efforts in building current and future generations of  
conservation leaders.

Sincerely,
Jerry Rucker, Board Chair
Brad Jensen, Executive Director
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We are investing more than ever in the people  
and places that are vital to the economic and  
environmental well-being of Northeast Michigan,  
that make it a place that more and more people want 
to call home — and more and more people want to 
protect.

That investment in the communities, landscapes and waterways of 
Northeast Michigan begins by understanding the work that needs 
to be done, then executing a strategy to make it happen. To date, 
we have identified over $30 million worth of habitat projects to be 
completed. Over the next 25 years, we plan to protect and restore 
100,000 acres of prioritized lands and reconnect 500 high-quality 
trout stream miles.

The completion of that work depends on sustainable funding,  
and informed, active communities. In addition to donations and 
grants, we are building a framework to establish a conservation 
fund that will ensure the long-term protection of our region’s 
valuable natural resources. More than funding, a healthy future for 
conservation will require a commitment from impassioned people, 
and a sustainable vision for programming, training and oversight,  
so that local communities can have a hand — and a leadership  
role — in managing and maintaining the places they love. 

Cultivating partnerships is essential to reaching our goals and 
ensuring the long-term health of our region. Nearly every one of 
our on-the-ground projects is made possible through collaborative 
efforts. We understand that each project ties back to the broader 
community and the people who live there. That’s why we have been 
listening to and learning from local organizations, civic leaders, 
residents, schools and business owners in our region for over four 
decades — to give everyone a voice at the table. We have witnessed 
first-hand the positive impact that comes from communities  
investing in natural resources, whether that’s financial, educational 
or recreational. We strive to help build a conservation ethic into 
every conversation to help more people make decisions with the 
long-term interest of the environment in mind. 

 

One goal in 2018 is to engage more people in conservation,  
because the more people who understand and are involved in 
conservation, the better protected our favorite places will be. We 
continue to focus on projects that are not only good for natural 
resources but for the people and communities that depend on 
them. As our traditional habitat restoration work continues to grow, 
we are also doing more to increase our efforts in the areas of land 
protection, access and community education.

To solidify our commitment to advancing recreational access and 
land protection efforts, we amended our bylaws in 2017 to allow 
Huron Pines to own or manage land for the purpose of protecting 
it in perpetuity. Keeping in mind our commitment to the idea that 
natural resources build stronger, more vibrant communities, we 
built our land protection criteria around the idea that beyond 
having a high conservation value, any projects under consideration 
should also present a benefit to the community through recreation,  
education or research opportunities. 

At the end of 2017 we hired our first ever full-time 
Environmental Education Coordinator. This new position helps 
increase our capacity to advance conservation education across 
communities in our region to develop active stewards of the Great 
Lakes ecosystem with fresh perspectives for protecting our natural 
resources. We’ve also evolved our system for evaluating restoration 
projects to include criteria for objectively evaluating community 
engagement and stewardship initiatives as well.

We are in the center of the Great Lakes ecosystem, with over  
4.5 million acres of intact forestlands and an abundance of 
high-quality rivers, many of which are state-designated  
Blue-Ribbon trout streams. These resources are increasingly  
threatened as we see invasive species continue to spread,  
wetlands continue to diminish and beaches continue to close  
due to water safety concerns. It is with the support of donors  
and partners like you that we are able to address these threats 
head-on and to have a positive impact on our natural resources  
and the quality of life that comes with having access to wild  
places that are well protected and cared for. 

Investing in  
  Northeast Michigan
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The Kirtland’s Warbler was the first bird species to  
be placed on the endangered species list when the 
Endangered Species Act was passed in 1973. 
Since that time, the Kirtland’s Warbler has gone from near  
extinction, with scarcely 200 birds in the world, to a  
population of more than 2,000 pairs today. The Kirtland’s  
Warbler population has exceeded recovery goals for the past 
16 years and due to successful recovery efforts, it has been  
proposed that the Kirtland’s Warbler be delisted from the  
endangered species list in 2018. Delisting is recognition  
of over 50 years of commitment to Kirtland’s Warbler  
conservation among many agencies, organizations and  
individuals. It also signifies that conservation efforts for the 
Kirtland’s Warbler are now rooted in, and focused on, long-term  
sustainability rather than recovery. This important shift in 
thinking and conservation planning means agencies are  
afforded new flexibility in how they manage the jack pine  
landscape and opportunity for stronger private sector  
commitment to develop, lead and support new programs 
across the full-life cycle of the species.  

In recent decades, the Kirtland’s Warbler recovery has been  
due, in large part, to agencies like the Michigan Department  
of Natural Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. 
Forest Service. Their commitment to species protection and 
recovery through land management has had an undeniably 
positive impact on the Kirtland’s Warbler. From the beginning, 
the story of the decline and rise of the species has been a 
lesson in the power of adaptive management, rooted in  
collaboration between committed agencies and dedicated  
individuals. Citizen scientists were credited with early  
observations and discoveries that helped identify threats  
to the Kirtland’s Warbler.

“There’s an underlying code of conduct within the Kirtland’s 
Warbler community that people share information, even the 
tiniest details because you never know who’s going to knit 
together the answer that saves the species,” explained Huron 
Pines Community Program Lead, Abigail Ertel, who was the 
original coordinator of the Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance.

When it began, in 2013, the Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance was 
formed as a way to lay the groundwork for continued  
protection of the Kirtland’s Warbler knowing that it would one 
day be downlisted or delisted from the endangered species list. 
Huron Pines saw the need to establish a group that could raise 
private funds, interface with the public and actively campaign 
for species protection. Over the years, the Kirtland’s Warbler 

Alliance has brought a unique voice to the table alongside 
traditional conservation and natural resource management 
partners. Huron Pines’ role with the Kirtland’s Warbler  
Alliance has changed over the years from one of leadership 
and coordination to one of member and advisor. The Kirtland’s  
Warbler Alliance will file articles of incorporation to become  
their own independent nonprofit association in 2018.

The efforts of the Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance have led to  
increased public involvement and interest in the species 
through educational outreach and increased access to  
Kirtland’s Warbler habitat. Involving the broader public  
does more than help a single species. As Ertel explained,  
“The more that people can see how land managers,  
researchers, educators, birders and social scientists are working 
to tackle big issues that help the Kirtland’s Warbler — and 
also impact our economies, our jobs, our quality of life and our 
recreational hobbies — then I think it’s a big step forward to 
support conservation as a whole.” 

The culture of cooperation and timely information sharing  
embedded in the Kirtland’s Warbler community will keep  
conservation programs moving forward and the population 
healthy. The commitment of many individuals and the collec-
tive efforts of organizations like the Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance 
will continue to raise awareness and understanding for the 
Kirtland’s Warbler and advance the connections between  
conservation and community that is imperative for ensuring  
a sustainable future for the species.

Building a Conservation 
   Community
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Former Huron Pines AmeriCorps member, Deanna Staton, volunteers at 
Jack Pine Planting Day to support Kirtland’s Warbler habitat.  



Our vision for the future of conservation in Northeast Michigan  
is based on the idea that protecting and promoting large 
contiguous areas of land allows natural systems to flourish, a 
challenge that becomes greater as development and land use 
increase. We have worked toward our goal of preserving intact 
land and restoring natural ecosystems by meeting with 
landowners, initiating projects that improve the health of our 
forests and wildlife and working with partners to minimize 
problems like invasive species, polluted stormwater runoff and 
soil erosion. But we felt we could do more to have a greater 
impact. After carefully considering our own vision, mission and 
goals, and meeting with many conservation leaders, our board 
voted to amend our bylaws and articles of incorporation so 
that, where appropriate, Huron Pines can protect land through 
permanent management or ownership. 

This change is not just about land protection, but also about  
creating new opportunities to connect people with nature.  As  
Huron Pines Executive Director, Brad Jensen, explained, “This  
addition to our traditional programming is a big step, and as  
we seek to build capacity in this area, we’re looking at potential 
projects that have a benefit to both nature and the local  
communities where they’re found. Wherever possible we want 
to make a better link between recreation, education, research 
and protecting wild places. This makes for better communities 
and it also broadens support for conservation.” 

One of our first successful land protection projects came in  
the spring of 2017 as we partnered with Little Traverse  
Conservancy to permanently protect over 300 acres of critical  
coastal wetland habitat on Lake Huron’s Duncan Bay.  The land,  
between the city of Cheboygan and Cheboygan State Park, was 
under threat from invasive species, overuse, wetland alteration  
and development pressure. Through our efforts, Huron Pines 
and Little Traverse Conservancy, received $430,000 in grants 

from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service,  to acquire 5 separate parcels of land, 
including 3,500 feet of lake frontage along Duncan Bay.  

The properties are now part of the Little Traverse Conservancy 
preserve system, and will be guided by management plans 
that Huron Pines will help develop to offer recreational and 
educational opportunities while protecting these rare places. 
Potential projects for the preserve include an outdoor learning 
space and a trail system that will connect bike and pedestrian 
traffic from Cheboygan State Park to downtown Cheboygan. 

We take inspiration from conserving land and water, and will 
build a long-term fund to do more land protection work in the 
years to come. As Huron Pines board member, and retired DNR 
forester, Ned Caveney explained, “Land is our most precious 
and irreplaceable resource. Our well-being depends upon the 
health and productivity of this land. Unless we do our part, 
future generations will not know what a wonderful place 
Northeast Michigan is.“

Protecting the Places We Love…  
   Forever 
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“Land is our
most precious

and irreplaceable
resource.”

Photo: Todd Parker
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Properties

Cheboygan
County

39
Properties
Alcona
County

27
Properties
Iosco

County

2
Properties

Crawford
County

2
Properties

Roscommon
County

18
Properties
Alpena
County

2
Properties

Montmorency
County

1
Property

Presque Isle
County

13
Properties
Otsego
County

3
Properties

Ogemaw
County

1
Property
Oscoda
County

1
Property
Arenac
County
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30
New leaders developed  

through Huron Pines  
AmeriCorps

44,260
Hours of AmeriCorps 

service completed

3,768
Acres of public 
land improved

15,546
Students reached

330
Miles of trails/river 

restored60
Presentations to 

over 2,000 adults 
in communities 
across Michigan

8
Streams improved  
across 5 Northeast  
Michigan counties

68
Miles of upstream  

river miles 
reconnected 1

Dam removed

11
Road/stream  

crossings improved

OUTSIDE
ON RESTORATION

1 NEW RAIN GARDEN  
AT OGEMAW HEIGHTS 
HIGH SCHOOL

½ MILE
TRAIL BUILT IN THE
VANDERBILT SCHOOL FOREST 

900 LBS INVASIVE GARLIC
MUSTARD PULLED IN OSCODA 

1,600 LBS INVASIVE EUROPEAN
FROG-BIT REMOVED IN ALPENA

910
HOURS

2017 BY THE NUMBERS

STUDENTS
SPENT

PROJECTS



Reconnecting River Miles 
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Huron Pines has come to be recognized as a regional leader  
in the science and implementation of freshwater restoration 
work. For over four decades, we have gained experience  
and forged partnerships that have allowed us to take on 
larger-scale, higher-impact projects. In the past decade alone, 
we’ve reconnected over 450 miles of upstream habitat by  
improving or removing 91 separate stream barriers. Our  
success is made possible through the commitment of  
community partners in our region. In 2017, road commissions 
in Cheboygan, Iosco, Montmorency and Presque Isle counties 
matched our funding to contribute a combined investment  
of over $188,000 to improve the infrastructure of their  
communities.

This past year, we also hit a milestone in our ability to  
analyze and prioritize future projects by completing 350 site 
inventories of potential fish passage barriers in our region.  
We have now successfully collected inventory data on all of 
the road/stream crossings and dams we can reasonably access 
across Northeast Michigan. This data will allow Huron Pines 
and our partners to more effectively invest resources to  
restore, manage and conserve aquatic resources throughout 
the Lake Huron Basin. 

Here are two examples of large-scale, high-impact restoration 
projects completed in 2017. 

Crump Road culvert on Mullett Creek - Before Crump Road culvert on Mullett Creek-  After

Mullett Creek Road/Stream  
Crossing Improvements  
Mullett Creek is a coldwater trout stream within the  
Cheboygan River Watershed, long recognized for its water 
quality, wildlife and brook trout fishery. In fact, Mullett Creek 
is home to one of the only lake-run populations of brook trout 
in Michigan, meaning brook trout spend various stages of their 
life-cycles transitioning between Mullett Creek and Mullett 
Lake. However, several undersized road/stream crossings were 
impeding brook trout passage through the Mullett Creek 
system.  

Roy Tassava, a local resident who has owned property near the 
Crump Road crossing on Mullett Creek for the past 30 years,  
experienced the problems caused by undersized infrastructure  
first-hand. “The culvert was too small and the road was  
designed such that stormwater would run down the edges and 
cut in trenches. Most of that muddy water containing road silt 
would run right into the creek,” Tassava said. For years he took 
matters into his own hands. “I made trenches with a hoe or 
shovel so that the runoff would go into the ditches before it 
reached the creek.” Despite his efforts, much of the road wash 
still ran into the creek, which led to natural resource and safety 
concerns.  

“Because brook trout had breeding habitat just below Crump 
Road (i.e. gravel), I was concerned that the road silt would 
adversely affect breeding, the eggs, the larval fish, the  
fingerlings and then the trout themselves all year long. I was 
also worried that the water flow would be so high some year 
that the culvert could not handle it all and thus it would flow 
over the road.” 

We’ve reconnected over

450 miles 
of upstream habitat
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Huron Pines was able to lead a restoration project in 2017  
that will have a lasting impact on the health of Mullett Creek 
and the safety of the roads. Over the course of 2017, Huron 
Pines, the Department of Natural Resources-Aquatic Habitat 
Program, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation-Sustain Our 
Great Lakes Program, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service -Partners 
for Fish and Wildlife Program and the Cheboygan County Road 
Commission invested $300,000 into the restoration of four 
separate road/stream crossings on Mullett Creek, including the 
crossing at Crump Road. 
 
“The larger culvert alleviated that flow-over concern and the 
road also was redesigned so that rain runoff would not flow 
directly into the creek but instead into the roadside ditches. 
The passage of trout and other aquatic life will be much easier 
with the larger culvert. Last September I noted that some trout 

already took up residence inside of that culvert,” said Tassava.
Restoration of the four road/stream crossings successfully  
reconnected 13 miles of stream, which not only improved  
fish passage but also restored natural river processes, reduced  
sediment and associated pollutants, enhanced the overall 
aquatic habitat and helped protect other native aquatic  
organisms. One final road/stream crossing will be improved  
in 2018, and upon completion, the entire 19-mile watershed 
will be reconnected, helping to ensure the long-term  
population persistence of native species throughout the  
greater Cheboygan River Watershed.

Buhl Dam Removal and  
South Branch Pine River Restoration

Buhl Dam was a high priority resource issue on the South 
Branch Pine River in Alcona County. Located off a heavily  
trafficked public access site, visitors had to cross over the  
failed dam to access recreational opportunities in the 
Huron-Manistee National Forest, which meant, in addition  
to being a barrier to natural river processes, it was also an 
infrastructure concern. 

In May of 2017, Huron Pines led the removal and replacement 
of Buhl Dam, reconnecting over 20 miles of upstream habitat. 
For the first time in decades, native brook trout and steelhead 
can access upstream sections of the South Branch Pine River 

Buhl Dam - Before

Former site of Buhl Dam -  After

and its tributaries, improving the resilience of fish populations 
by allowing fish to spawn and migrate more freely. After the 
original structure was removed, a new 65-foot steel bridge was 
installed to provide safer access for visitors crossing over the 
river. 

This project was made possible through support and funding 
from federal, state and local partners, including the U.S. Forest 
Service, Michigan Department of Natural Resources-Habitat 
Improvement Account, National Fish and Wildlife-Sustain Our 
Great Lakes Program and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service-Fish 
Passage Program. One of the most involved local champions 
was the Pine River-Van Etten Lake Watershed Coalition. “Be-
cause our watershed covers such a large area and our orga-
nization is all volunteers, it would be impossible to plan and 
implement such large projects as this dam removal without 
the funding and leadership of our partner, Huron Pines,” said 
Carole Plunkey of the Pine River-Van Etten Lake Watershed Co-
alition. “The finished product complete with the new footbridge 
fits right in to the natural landscape and we’re proud to be a 
small part of this huge endeavor.”

Mullett Creek is home to
one of the only lake-run  

populations of brook trout  
in Michigan



Rich with natural resources and recreational opportunities, 
Alpena is home to the Lake Huron coastline, the Thunder Bay 
River, vast wetlands, forests and trails that provide the perfect 
ecosystem for unique and rare plants and wildlife. It’s a great 
place for people to connect with nature and we want to  
ensure that connection is protected for years to come. 

We take a proactive approach to land stewardship. Diverse 
natural communities of native plants and animals are more 
resilient to threats like invasive species, erosion and extreme 
weather, and by acting quickly, we can control invasive plants 
before they are well-established and difficult to remove. We  
do this through extensive monitoring, community education,  
invasive plant treatment and habitat restoration. Below are 
some of our current projects focused on the Alpena area.

Monitoring
In 2017, we completed an invasive plant inventory of Alpena’s  
major roads and parks, the results of which will be assembled 
into a report with strategic actions the city, county and  
partners can take to stop the spread of invasive species. 

We also worked with our partners at the Michigan Natural 
Features Inventory to survey native plants and reptiles to  
understand the animals’ use of the coastal wetlands  
surrounding Alpena, which will help inform future habitat 
restoration work.

Education 
We reach out to local nurseries and landowners about the  
benefits of selling and using native plants for landscaping, 
erosion control and water filtration. We also help people 
understand how to identify invasive plants and what steps to 
take for proper removal. In 2017, we met with over 50 Alpena 
landowners to talk about invasive species and protecting their 
shoreline from erosion and water quality problems, which 
resulted in 700 feet of native greenbelt planting and over  
20 acres of invasive phragmites treatment. These plantings  
will help prevent polluted runoff from entering Lake Huron 
while also providing habitat for pollinators and other wildlife,  
reducing open space for invasive species to grow. We’ll be 
looking for landowners to help us plant another 300 feet  
in 2018.

We also coordinate closely with the Great Lakes Stewardship 
Initiative program and Alpena schools to reach children and 
their families through hands-on learning about water, forests, 
dunes and native plants. Huron Pines has received funding 
from the Besser Foundation, Eagle Creek Renewable Energy 
and the Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program, allowing  
us to initiate a volunteer effort to remove European frog-bit,  
an aquatic invasive species, from the Thunder Bay River  
Watershed. This plant is spreading in areas where the water 
moves slowly, making its way along the river and out into  
Lake Huron. Volunteers have been working hard and making 
a difference at the Alpena Wildlife Sanctuary, with help from 
local elementary students at special workdays. Our annual 
Frog-Bit Challenge is a great opportunity to learn about the 
effects of invasive species on wildlife habitat, water quality 
and recreation.

Habitat Restoration
In 2017 the Huron Pines summer field crew, with the help of  
The Nature Conservancy’s stewardship crew treated invasive 
species in and around Squaw Bay. They also placed basking 
logs and cover boards to enhance habitat for rare species of 
turtles and snakes in the coastal marsh area of Squaw Bay. 

Additionally, through our annual invasive species cost-share 
program our summer field crew treated over 72 acres of  
invasive phragmites along the Lake Huron shoreline and  
spent 30 hours removing Japanese knotweed within the city of 
Alpena, to protect native habitat as well as homes and roads  
threatened by these plants’ strong roots. This work was funded 
through the Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program,  
Environmental Protection Agency-Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services-Partners for  
Fish and Wildlife Program. 

Restoring 
Coastal 
Resources
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Financial Overview

Huron Pines Program Expenses 2017
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Revenue

Annual Giving

Contributions

Contractual Services

Federal Grants

State Grants 

Total Revenue

Huron Pines AmeriCorps

Kirtland’s Warbler Initiative

Community Development

Invasive Species Management

Public Policy

Land Protection

Wildlife Habitat Improvement

Dam Removal and River Restoration

Total

27%

2%

5%

8%

1%

11%

9%

37%

100%

Expenses

Fundraising

Management

Program

Total Expenses

Net Income

2016

$49,712

$238,081

$250,315

$846,854

$327,701

$1,712,663

$501,603 

$44,229 

$81,817

$162,639 

$13,912 

$201,503 

$151,116

$698,754

$1,855,573

2016

$17,628

$359,811

$1,334,045

$1,711,484

$1,179

2017

$41,500

$288,074

$284,902

$1,360,673

$320,400

$2,295,549

2017

$16,668

$416,253

$1,855,575

$2,288,496

$7,053



Grants
$10,000+
The Americana Foundation
Bay Area Community Foundation-Saginaw Bay    
   Watershed Restoration Fund
Besser Foundation
The Carls Foundation
Corporation for National and Community Service
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation
Eagle Creek Renewable Energy
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation
Great Lakes Commission
Great Lakes Fishery Trust
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
ITC Holdings Corp.
Michigan Department of Military & Veterans  
   Affairs - Camp Grayling
Michigan Department of Natural Resources- 
   Aquatic Habitat Grant Program 
   Habitat Improvement Account  
   Wildlife Habitat Grant Program
Michigan Community Service Commission
Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation - 
   Sustain Our Great Lakes Program
Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative Network (WIN)
The Elizabeth, Allan & Warren Shelden Fund
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
U.S. Endowment for Forestry and Communities
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service- 
   Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program
   Fish Passage Program
U.S. Forest Service
Walters Family Foundation

$1,000-2,499
Au Sable River Property Owners Association
Au Sable North Branch Area Foundation
Heart of the Lakes
Otsego County Community Foundation
Otsego County United Way
William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited

$500-999
Dr. Patrick J. McNamara Fund of the Otsego 
   County Community Foundation

$100-499
Community Fund of the Otsego County 
   Community Foundation
Youth Fund of the Otsego County Community        
   Foundation

Business Gifts
Business Gifts $1,000-2,499
Consumers Energy
DTE Energy

Business Gifts $500-999
Fischer Insurance Agency
Huntington Bank
Jay’s Sporting Goods
M&M Excavating Inc.
Paddle Hard Brewing LLC
Snowbelt Brewing Company

 

 
Business Gifts $100-499
Core Energy, LLC
Huron Engineering and Surveying, Inc.
Latitudes Tavern
Line 45
Straley Lamp & Kraenzlein PC

Business Gifts $1-99 
The Brook of Grayling
Dunn’s Business Solutions suggested by M&M  
   Excavating
Rolling Oak Brewing Company, LLC
Wade Trim of Gaylord

Donations
$2,500-4,999
The Chip and Betsy Erwin Family

$1,000-2,499
Eric Bankhead and Connie Schrieber
Gregory and Cecilia Bator
Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan  
   from the Frank W. Lynch and Roberta Jane    
   Lynch Endowed Family Fund as recommended  
   by Ms. Sally L. Binard
Chicago Community Foundation from the Erwin/   
   VanKoughnett Family Fund as recommended  
   by Ms. Katherine Erwin
Carol Morley Beck
Jerry and Fran Rucker
Jeffrey Twyman
Stuart White
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$500-999
American Bird Conservancy
Flygirls of Michigan, Inc.
Beach and Marianne Hall
Carl and Vicki Hueter
David Irani and Laurel Moore
Joe and Judi Jarecki
Kalamazoo Nature Center
Judy Kalmanek
Harvey Kern
Bruce and Tammy Kohnert
Jennifer and Michael Koralewski
Robert and Michaele Malecki
Thomas Mudd
Mark and Pam Rohr
Paul and Carol Rose
Bob and Jane Spence
Tawas Beach Club

$100-499
Guy and Angie Adamec
John Adamo
Ruth Addis and Marj Schloff
Fred and Diane Alati
Robert and Ann Almoney
Alpine Master Gardeners
Bill and Debi Anderson
Anonymous (2)
Bob and Cathy Anthony
Dick and Marilyn Augustine
Michael Ault
Richard and Marilyn Bachelor
Tom Bailey
Karl Benghauser
Sally Binard
Bob Bissonnette
Mary and Timothy Blackwood
Tim Blanchet
George and Janet Bozynski
Norm and Valerie Brecheisen
Douglas and Kathryn Brehm
Larry Brickler
Larry and Joanne Brock
Sam Burckhardt and Richard Wilson
Gerald and Rose Burke
Don and Kathy Burkley
Al Cambridge
Robert and Christine Cameron
Richard and Marsha Carlson
Brian and Janet Carson
Glen and Gwen Catt
Anne and John Cauley
Ned Caveney
Cedars for the Au Sable
Tim and Colby Chilcote
Michael A. and Sandra S. Clark
Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan  
   from the Cathy and Bob Anthony Fund as  

   suggested by Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Anthony IV
Brian and Erin Considine
Deirdre Curran and Roger Anderson
Michael and Terri Cwik
Bill Darooge
Kristine Determan
Nancy Dextrom
Michael and Darcy Dombrowski
Patricia Donath
Katherine Duffy
John D. and Eleanor H. Durno
George Ebling
John Edwards
Roger and Dagmar Eriksson
Dale and Norma Ewart
David Ewert
Marsha Fales and Doug Wright
Roger and Mary Fechner
Daniel and Rene Ferguson
Fidelity Charitable from the Dr. & Mrs. Robert  
   Cameron donor-advised fund
Valerie Flood
Christopher and Laura Fluke
Linda and Oz Forrester
Scott and Christine Foster
Jim and Marie Francis
Belinda Friis
Samuel and Linda Gabby
Paul Gambka
Robert Gillis
Rusty Gowland
Jim and Shirley Graves
Jeff Greene
Heidi Grether and Edward Groves
Peter and Virginia Gustafson
Beverly Haas
Rick and Robin Hagopian
Genevieve Hartwig
Headwaters Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Michael Heath
Gerald Heinrich
Dick and Judy Henry
Jennifer and Jason Hill
Scott and Cynthia Hill
Frank Hinzmann
Ken and Susan Hirth
Raymond and Frances Hoobler
Bruce Hull and Margaret Mitchell
Brad Jensen and Rebecca Benson
Jerry Jensen
Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Joseph Keefe
Emily and Robert Kemnitz
Barbara Ketchum
George Killat
Frank Kohl
Marilyn Kohnert
Mary Lynn Kraft

Mary K. Krigbaum
William and Marietta Kusey
Peggy Kusnerz
Jerry and Susan La Vanture
Bernard and Nancy Lamp
Kathleen Lawrence
Leif and Lois Lindblom
Lance and Pamela Lindell
John R. Lindsay
The Love Family Cottage
Patricia Lunden
John and Sheila Marsh
John and Nancy Marshall
Randy and Jeanette Mateer
Paul D. and Susan McEwen
Mike McGraw
Rick and Anne Meeks
Linda Merlo
William D. Middleton
Hank and Terri Milius
Doc Miller
Herman and Dorothy Miller
Allen and Jean Moberly
Montmorency County Conservation Club
Guy Moulthrop
Thomas G. and Rosemary Mullaney
Tom Mundt
Phil and Lora Myers
Sharon Myers
Marty and Cathy Nagle
National Christian Foundation Eastern Michigan,  
   from The Lewis Family Charitable Fund,  
   recommended by Michael Lewis
David and Nancy Neal
Bill Olar
Opal Lake Association
County of Otsego
Andrea Palmer
William and Eileen Palmer
Michael and Donna Parr
Keith and Wendy Petherick
Mary Lou Petrach
Charles Pfeffer Trust
Ben and Kris Pinti
Joseph and Carole Plunkey
Samuel Prentice
Stephen Qua
Lisha and Mark Ramsdell
Robert and Jean Ramseyer
William Rapai
Sarah Reding
Barbara Reed
Peggy Rens
Theresa Richter
Richard Ritter Jr.
Keith Ross
Dr. Nathaniel and Melody Rowe
Linda Sandvik
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Tom Schneider
Jake Shinners
John Shreves
Jeff Silagy and Beth Chan
Dave Smethurst
Robb and Christine Smith
George and Elizabeth Smojver
Kris and Ron Sorgenfrei
Michael and Suzanne Sorrentino
Robert and Jane Sparks
Donette and Gary Spiekerman
Larry and Mindy Sporer
Barbara Spuhler
Walter Stansbury
Bill and Charity Steere
Dave and Ann Stephenson
Joe Stevens
Daniel and Jeanne Stock
David Stolle
Sunrise Gardening Club
Joseph Swallow
Fred and Carole Swinehart
Peter and Suzanne Thomson
Thunder Bay Audubon Society
Tom Trevillian
Jay and Bev Trucks
Vanguard Chapter of Trout Unlimited
John and Liz Wade
Robert and Susan Weed
Stephen and Karen Werner
Julie and Chuck Wiesen
Roderic and Ruth Wiley
Andrew Williams
Pete Wilson
Roger and Carol Witherbee
Thomas and Carol Young
Jennie and Mike Zoll

$1-99
Elizabeth Abood-Carroll and David Carroll
Anonymous (10)
Russ and Caryl Anton
Frank and Marilyn Apsey
Au Sable River Center
John and Shirley Babcock
Eugene Bacon
Peter and Chiara Barbier
Ronald and Valerie Beatty
Martin and Jean Beaulieu
Kristen Benghauser
Betty Bennett
Patrick and Judith Benson
Big Bear Lake Association
Ethalinda Blackman
Donald and Gail Block
Kathleen and David Boyd
Bradford Lakes Association
Jim and Kathy Bricker

Don and Patricia Brown
Ernest Brumbaugh and  
   Carole Mueller-Brumbaugh
Laurie Bruneel Arora and Shail Arora
James Bull
Alan Burchi and Barbara Patek
Jim and Gina Burke
Lori and Mark Carter
William Chesney
Christopher Clampitt
Margaret Comfort
Frank and Kathy Cordray
Bob and Gay Courtois
Mary Cox
Richard and Penelope Crawford
Doug Davidson
Mark Delaney
John Dempsey and Margo Lakin
Daniel and Kandice Dennis
Donald Robert and Laura DeVeaux
Janiene DeVinney
Steve Draper
Benjamin Duby
Rudi and Sandi Edel
Bob and Linda Eder
Karen Ehinger
Abigail and Patrick Ertel
Larry and Pat Farris
Ruth Favro
Mrs. Pat Feighan
Antonio Fernandez
Larry and Vickie Fields
Barbara Fosmire
Dale and Sandy Franz
T. Eduardo and Maria Garcia
Robert Gillenwater
Robert and Jennifer Grace
James Grant
Tom and Joann Green
Ken and Elizabeth Gribble
Michael and Jo Ann Hamm
Robert Hammerle
Lelane Hardie
Blair Headrick
Thomas and Michaela Hector
Joe and Betsy Hemming
Jeanette Henig
William Houston
William and Sheryl Isenstein
Elizabeth Jacob
Rokko Jans
Dave and Elaine Jansen
Jansen Family
Jim and Wendy Johnson
Pat Johnston
Raymond Jones, Jr.
Edward Kern
Mr. and Mrs. Herb and Linda Klingel

Robert Kluczynski
Nancy Koepke
Mark Koski
Gary Kovelle
Anastasia Kudrez
Carol Kugler
Randy Kursinsky
Leah La Vanture
Michael W. Lakatos
Yvonne and Helga Lentner
Bob Linsenman
Jenny and Anton Llakmani
Tom Lorenz
Guy and Barbara Lovelace
Jan Manzella
Jack and Julie Marlette
Diane and Glen Matthews
Cheryl McCormick
Glenn McIntosh
Patricia and Terry McLaren
Barbara McLennan
Tim McMannis
Noreen Mehlhose
Ken and Kathy Melvin
Mid-Mitten Chapter of Wild Ones Natural  
   Landscapers Ltd.
Ann Miller
Charles and Linda Mires
Borislav Miric
Bonnie Mitchell
Mike Monroe and Candace Henig-Monroe
Jon and Elizabeth Moshier
Sandra Murphy
Roy Mytych
Lorraine Neal
Jennifer Nelson
Gordon and Vernie Nethercut
Gary Neumann
Thomas and Rosemary Oakey
Janet Opdyke
Deborah and Tom Palmer
Paul and Anne Pancella
Paul Paske
Dick Pastula
Donald and Dorothy Peacor
Delores Peyton
Don and Sis Pierce
Kenneth W. Pierce
Jack and Ruth Pilon
Bill Posak
Bruce, Debra and Anna Pregler
P.E.O. CU Chapter
Keith Radwanski and Erin Fanning
John Ragan
Kurt Ranka
Diane and Robert Reeve
Dave Reynolds
Mark Rice
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Brian Rippon
Steve and Karen Rodock
George and Jeanette Roe
Jon and Wendy Russell
Neil and Joan Satovsky
Tony and Jill Scarzo
Roland Schaedig
Peter and Pat Schmid
Leo and Sylvia Schuster
Schwab Charitable on behalf of Robert E.  
   and Karen Martin Luetje Charitable Fund
Robert Seaman
Mike Seelman
Alan Seiferlein
Genevieve Sell
Joe and Chris Server
V. Carl Shaner
Joan Shively
David Smith and Marie Harrington
Jerry Smith and Linda Arlt-Smith
Maureen Smith
Stewart and Carol Smith
Harold Sorenson
Alan Steffeld
Sindy Steffner
Bob and Debi Stuber
Anna Sylvester
Jerome and Sherrianne Szpondowski
Nanci Tayler
Bill Taylor
Marvin Theut
Sean Turner
Rex R. and Sharon Vaughn
Stewart Vining
Thomas Jr. and Margaret “Betsy” Walbridge
Neil Wallace
Judy Walle
Phillip R. and Nancy A. Walters
Larry and Marjorie Warner
Michael Wells
Tom and Janet Wessels
Arlene Westhoven
Chuck Wheeker
Joseph Wildberg
Charles Williams
Dave and Adrian Wilson

Richard Wolff
Lisa Yarema
Stanley and Linda Yolkiewicz
Chris Zimmel

Donations from the Community 
Foundation for Northeast Michigan 
Giving Tuesday Campaign
Colby Chilcote
Tim Chilcote
Marsha Fales
Meaghan Gass
Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson Gray
Beach and Marianne Hall
Robert and Emily Kemnitz
Daniel Kobil
Sue M. Keller
Arnie Leriche
Marilyn A. Overholt
Joseph and Carole Plunkey
Lisha and Mark Ramsdell
Denise A. Rousseau
Andy Tarkington
Jennifer Zoll

In Honor Of
Gifts made in honor of the names in bold

Black Lake Preservation Society and  
Huron Pines partnership 
from Beverly Haas
Tim Carroll
from Maureen Smith
Colby Chilcote 
from Anastasia Kudrez
Chip and Betsy Erwin 
from Katherine Erwin and Dirk VanKoughnett
Ferguson and Tank Families 
from Daniel and Rene Ferguson
Corrine Grace 
from Robert and Jennifer Grace
Mike Grant 
from Barbara Fosmire
Huron Pines Staff 
from Eric Bankhead and Connie Schrieber
Bruce and Tammy Kohnert 
from Marilyn Kohnert
Marilyn Kohnert 
from Bruce and Tammy Kohnert
Doug Markillie 
from Bill Olar
Kimberly Lin Mires 
from Charles and Linda Mires
North Branch of the Au Sable River 
from Larry and Marjorie Warner
Jerry Rucker
from Antonio Fernandez (2) and 
from John and Shirley Babcock
Stuart White 
from P.E.O. CU Chapter

In Memory Of
Gifts made in memory of the names in bold

Lyle Beatty 
from Ronald and Valerie Beatty
Floyd and Clara Benghauser 
from Karl Benghauser
The Benghausers 
from Kristen Benghauser
Erin Block 
from Donald and Gail Block
Ed and Dolores Bozynski 
from George and Janet Bozynski
Robert L. Brownell 
from Linda Merlo
Stephanie Ebling 
from George Ebling
Tom Erdmann 
from Frank Kohl
Dr. David A. Feighan 
from Mrs. Pat Feighan
Rusty Gates 
from Mike McGraw
Bob and Barb Grant 
from Ken and Susan Hirth
Paul Heye and Russell Kullberg 
from Kristine Determan
Celeste Jensen 
from Jerry Jensen (2)
Kolby 
from Benjamin Duby
John H. Lunden 
from Patricia Lunden and 
from Herman and Dorothy Miller
Robert S. Morley 
from Carol Morley Beck
Jerry Myers 
from Glen and Gwen Catt
William Myers 
from Sharon Myers
Lindsay Pavey 
from Tim and Colby Chilcote
Robert Petrach 
from Mary Lou Petrach
Bill and Lenora Richards 
from Nanci Tayler
Lewis Seiferlein 
from Alan Seiferlein
Carol Toth 
from Lance and Pamela Lindell
Tim Turner 
from Sean Turner
Janet R. Williams 
from Charles Williams
Thomas and Jeanette Worley 
from Patrick and Judith Benson



Who said meetings have to be boring? 
From corporate meetings and retreats to 
private parties and fundraisers, Treetops 
will bring the fun to your next event.

Make your next “Bored” Meeting 
a Treetops Adventure

3962 Wilkinson Rd. Gaylord, MI 49735
(844) 876-4734  ::  Treetops.com

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2
Gaylord, MI 49735
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