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HURON PINES

With support from people like you, the number of projects we do and the

impact we have for land and water has increased through the years. Along 

with that, technology has helped us stay in closer communication with our 

supporters. Recognizing that positive change, we decided to replace our 

traditional annual report with an update to donors that features a few 

stories of the people, partners and places that we work with. 

"As chair I have the opportunity to see 

all of the many ways HP contributes to 

natural resource conservation in 

northeast Michigan. The most visible 

are the many on-the ground projects 

such as invasive species eradication 

and  stream restoration. Often less 

visible is our role of connecting local 

communities to conservation and 

advocating for the importance of 

natural resources at all levels of 

government." 

Jerry Rucker 

Huron Pines Board Chair

We are so grateful to the many partners and supporters who have made 

our work possible. Thanks to you, we have been able to expand our 

footprint, implementing projects from Saginaw Bay up to Mackinac City, all 

along the Lake Huron Coast, and everywhere in between.

Through the past year, Huron Pines continued to follow our strategic 

vision, which many of you helped to inform. With that as our guide, we 

focused on developing projects that are good not only for natural 

resources, but for the people and communities that depend upon them. 

Our capacity to do science based habitat restoration work continues to 

grow. But as a result of regional needs we are seeing, we have bolstered 

our own efforts in the areas of providing community education, improving 

recreational access, enhancing land protection efforts, and promoting 

better public policy. If you’d like to be a part of those program areas or 

learn more about our efforts, please let us know. 

Sincerely, 

Brad Jensen, Executive Director 

Huron Pines



OUR STAFF

"Over the past 13 years I've had the opportunity 
to be part of an organization that is always 
developing new solutions to some of the most 
pressing conservation needs of our region." 
Lisha Ramsdell, Associate Director

"Dedication to and management of the 
land creates a reciprocal relationship 
where you work for the land and the land 
works for you."  
John Bailey, Watershed Project Manager

"Our land protection philosophy is rooted 
in the inclusion of a variety of voices, 
perspectives and skill sets at every step of 
the process. " 
Abby Ertel, Community Programs Lead

"People want to be in the outdoors, 
letting go our life’s troubles while seeking 
a moment or two of solace, and we're 
working to make that more accessible." 
John Frye, Habitat Project Manager

“Wow, since our first Non Profit tax filing 
in 1989 our revenue sources have gone 
from about 10 to over 130. I feel proud 
that for every additional  source we have 
protected more of Northeast Michigan.” 
Susan La Vanture, Staff Accountant 

“Project prioritization is crucial for 
sustaining an impactful conservation 
effort. We want to achieve maximum 
ecological and socioeconomic benefits 
given limited resources.” 
Josh Leisen, Watershed Project Manager

"It is fulfilling to see landowners apply 
what we teach them about how they can 
increase diversity and resilience against 
these threats on their own properties.” 
Jennifer Muladore, Ecologist

"Without the generous support of our 
funders and donors we wouldn’t be able 
to accomplish so much each year, and we
can't say THANK YOU enough!” 
Jill Scarzo, Program Assistant 

"Seeing first-hand the impacts made by 
our AmeriCorps members is inspiring and 
I'm glad I get to continue working with the 
program." 
Kristin Wing, Community Engagement 
Coordinator

"Environmental education goes beyond 
the classroom and youth, we want all 
citizens to understand the importance of 
stewardship in their own community." 
Jennie Zoll, Program Manager

"Every day at Huron Pines – I get to work with 
great people, build and strengthen key project 
partnerships, and protect special places. It’s fun, 
it’s rewarding, it’s an honor." 
Brad Jensen, Executive Director



OUR BOARD

Joe Jarecki, Vice Chair Judy Kalmanek, 
Secretary 

Connie Schrieber, 
Treasurer 

Ned (Edward) Caveney Chip (E. James) Erwin Meaghan Gass 

David Smith Robert Stuber Lisa Marie Tobin 

Jerry Rucker, Chair 

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS
Building resource champions by engaging 10,023 

students in outdoor learning and connecting over 

600 lifelong learners to nature. 

Demonstrating methods for protecting our 5,000 

miles of river by teaching best practices for road 

design and maintenance to 6 road commissions and 

sharing our Better Backroads Guidebook. 

Creating opportunities for landowners by 

conducting more than 200 site visits.

Developing solutions for our rivers by surveying 

253 road/stream sites and restoring 8 degraded 

sites, resulting in the reconnection of 20 miles of 

river and safer infrastructure. 

Instilling desire to take care of our natural lands by 

engaging volunteers to remove over 11,000 lbs of 

invasive plants and doubling the number of active 

partners pledging to join us in the fight against 

invasive species. 

Bringing together partnerships to plan and raise 

funds for 3 land protection projects that preserve 

nearly 2,000 acres of high value ecosystems.



OUR FINANCIALS 
Revenues
Annual Giving

Contributions

Contractual Services

Federal Grants

State Grants

Total Revenue

2016*
$49,712

$174,039

$250,315

$798,680

$431,419

$1,704,165

2015**
$45,007

$424,832

$192,719

$1,651,600

$512,471

$2,826,629

Expenses
Program Expenses

Management Expenses

Fundraising Expenses

Total Expenses
Net Income 

2016
$1,334,045

$359,251

$17,629

$1,710,925

$-6,760

2015
$2,324,122

$362,496

$58,961

$2,745,579

$81,050
*Prior to audit 
**Audited Financial Statement

Michigan Department 

of Military & Veterans 

Affairs - Camp Grayling

Rollin M. Gerstacker 

Foundation

Major Donors

The 

Elizabeth, 

Allan, & 

Warren 

Shelden 

Fund

Besser Foundation

Our mission is to protect the Great Lakes by conserving the 
forests, lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan, and we 
accomplish this by working alongside a diverse group of 
partners and funders. Huron Pines has brought together 
partners and funders from a wide range of interests, 
bridging the gap between government agencies and 
community organizations.

As we move forward with our work, we are continuing to 
seek diverse funding options and we are  looking to build up 
our long term fund. Having a stronger reserve fund allows 
us to not be subject to the significant ups and downs of 
decisions made in Lansing and in Washington DC., and we 
can continue making a positive impact across Northeast 
Michigan. Please contact us if you have an interest in talking 
more about legacy and planned giving options.



Anonymous 
Au Sable Dunes Homeowners 
       Association 
Gregory and Cecilia Bator 
Harold (Tim) Blanchet 
Tom Cook and Anna Owens 
Flygirls of Michigan, Inc. 
Steve Gardner 
Beach and Marianne Hall 
Huntington Bank 
Joe and Judi Jarecki 
Jay's Sporting Goods 
Keith and Catherine Konvalinka 
Maple Ridge Hardwoods, Inc. 
MidMichigan Health 
Thomas Mudd 
Roscommon Rotary Club #2814 
Paul and Carol Rose 
Pat and Vicki Springstead 
Tawas Beach Club 

Sustainers

Partners
Guy and Angie Adamec 
Ruth Addis and Marj Schloff 
AJD Forest Products 
Alcona Historical Society 
       Sturgeon Point Lighthouse 
Bill and Debi Anderson 
Anonymous (5) 
Au Sable North Branch Area     
       Foundation 
Dick and Marilyn Augustine 
Avery Lake Property Owners 
       Association 

Richard and Marilyn Bachelor 
Tom Bailey 
Peter and Chiara Barbier 
Barnes Elementary School 
Judith Bastien 
Martin and Jean Beaulieu
Rudolf Becker 
Bennethum's Northern Inn 
      Restaurant 
Bob Bissonnette 
Mary and Timothy Blackwood 
Richard and Marie Bracci 
Douglas and Kathryn Brehm 
Larry Brickler 
Sam Burckhardt and Richard Wilson 
Don and Kathy Burkley 
Tammy and Colin Busch 
Elaine and Tom Carlson 
Anne and John Cauley 
Ned Caveney 
Cedars for the Au Sable 
Community Foundation for Southeast 
       Michigan from the Cathy and Bob 
       Anthony Fund suggested by Mr. and 
       Mrs. Robert L. Anthony IV 
County of Otsego 
County of Roscommon 
Anne and Daniel Danosky 
Bill Darooge 
William and Linda Demmer 
Daniel and Kandice Dennis 
Nancy Dextrom 
Don Nester Chevrolet, Inc. 
Patricia Donath 
Katherine Duffy
William and Patricia Duncanson 
John and Eleanor Durno 
Dale and Norma Ewart 
David Ewert 
Larry and Pat Farris 
Roger and Mary Fechner 
First Federal of Northern Michigan 
Fischer Insurance Agency 
Scott and Christine Foster 
Fred's of Roscommon 
Belinda Friis 
John and Wendy Frye 
Paul Gambka 
Noelle George 
Graham Electric Company 
Jim and Shirley Graves 
Peter and Virginia Gustafson 
Rick and Robin Hagopian 
Robert Hammerle 
Hart Ford-Lincoln 
Gerald Heinrich 
Jeanette Henig 
Dick and Judy Henry 
Frank Hinzmann 
Houghton Lake Walmart 
Don Inman and Virginia Pierce 
Mike and Sue Inman 
Brad Jensen and Rebecca Benson 

Mary Robert and Bette Jordan 
Sydne Kalet 
Joseph Keefe 
Emily and Robert Kemnitz 
Harvey Kern 
Linda and Gary Kesler 
George Killat 
Robert Kluczynski 
KP Lake Association 
Lynn Kraft 
Krenn Timber Bridge, Inc. 
Mary K. Krigbaum 
William and Marietta Kusey 
Jerry and Susan La Vanture 
Bernard and Nancy Lamp 
Employees of Lear Corp. 
Arnie Leriche 
Nelson Levings 
Kathy and Mike Lewis 
Leif and Lois Lindblom 
John R. Lindsay 
Line 45 
Roger Loding 
Gordon Long and Lois Wilson 
William and Teresa Lossing 
Marcena W. Love 
Robert and Michaele Malecki 
Joe Marcotte 
Jack and Julie Marlette 
John and Sheila Marsh 
John and Nancy Marshall 
Randy and Jeanette Mateer 
Greg and Diana McComas 
Paul D. and Susan McEwen 
Rick and Anne Meeks 
William D. Middleton 
Hank and Terri Milius 
Guy Moulthrop 
Tom Mundt 
Lorelei Muniz and James Anderson 
Gordon and Vernie Nethercut 
Northern Family Dentistry PLLC 
Arnold and Agnes Ochs 
Raietta Ott 
William and Eileen Palmer 
Paul and Anne Pancella 
Keith and Wendy Petherick 
Paul and Lisa Pietrzak 
Jack and Ruth Pilon 
Pioneer Hills Marine 
Joseph and Carole Plunkey 
Matt Pollard 
Stephen Qua 
John Ragan 
Lisha and Mark Ramsdell 
Robert and Jean Ramseyer 
Kurt Ranka 
William Rapai 
Redwood Steak House 
Barbara Reed 
Diane and Robert Reeve 
Roscommon Auto Recyclers, Inc. 
Mary Sanders 

James and Dorothy Schramm 
Leo and Sylvia Schuster 
Joe and Chris Server 
Jake Shinners 
Jeff Silagy and Beth Chan 
Tom and Sallie Snyder 
Kris and Ron Sorgenfrei 
Robert and Jane Sparks 
SpartanNash-Family Fare 
Bob and Jane Spence 
Donette and Gary Spiekerman 
Walter Stansbury 
Joe Stevens 
Daniel and Jeanne Stock 
David Stolle 
Sunrise Gardening Club 
Joseph Swallow 
Andy Tarkington 
Robert and Mary Louise Tarkowski 
Thunder Bay Audubon Society 
Jay and Bev Trucks 
Vanguard Chapter of Trout 
       Unlimited 
Viking Energy of Lincoln 
John and Liz Wade 
Neil Wallace 
Chuck Wheeker 
Bruce J. Wilson 
Pete Wilson 
Sasha Wright 
Ron and Gail Young 

Supporters
Robert and Ann Almoney 
Robert Andrus 
Anonymous (6) 
George Barker 
Irene and Raymond Barker 
Ronald and Valerie Beatty 
Betty Bennett 
Donald and Gail Block 
Cathy Boatin 
William Boatin 
Barb and Dick Bott 
Kathleen and David Boyd 
Bradford Lakes Association 
Paul Bray 
Jim and Kathy Bricker 
Don and Patricia Brown 
Jim and Gina Burke 
Thomas and Gloria Cadwalader 
Campbell's Canoe Livery 
Richard and Marsha Carlson 
David Carron 
Brian and Janet Carson 
Lori and Mark Carter 
William Chesney 
Christopher Clampitt 
Paul Cook and Laurie Caszatt Cook 
Mary Cox 
Norma and Kenneth Crouch 
Michael and Terri Cwik 
Tom and Phyllis Dale 

River Patrons
Ann Arbor Trout Unlimited 
Eric Bankhead and Connie Schrieber 
The Chip and Betsy Erwin Family 
Richard Hesse 
Higgins Lake Foundation 
Community Foundation for Northeast 
       Michigan- Mr. & Mrs. O.B. Eustis 
       Memorial Fund and Community 
       Endowment Fund 
Carl and Vicki Hueter 
Jennifer and Michael Koralewski 
James Kure and Karen Smith 
William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout 
       Unlimited 
Carol Morley Beck 
Morley Foundation 
Otsego County Community  
       Foundation 
Roscommon County Community 
       Foundation-Wade Family Donor 
       Advised Fund 
Roscommon Downtown 
       Development Authority 
Jerry and Fran Rucker 
Jeffrey Twyman 

2016 Contributors



Supporters
Mark Delaney 
Rick and Mary Lou Dell 
John Dempsey and Margo Lakin 
Dewey's Service Station, Inc. 
Steve Draper 
Ken Dyer 
Rudi and Sandi Edel 
Robert Eder 
Jared Elm 
Abigail and Patrick Ertel 
Marsha Fales and Doug Wright 
Ruth Favro 
Larry and Vickie Fields 
Barbara and Eugene Fleming 
Marlene Fluharty 
David A. Fons 
Jim and Marie "Sue" Francis 
Bob Frye 
Samuel and Linda Gabby 
T. Eduardo and Maria Garcia 
Jim and Judy Gaskell 
Meaghan Gass 
Robert Gillenwater 
Bob and Karla Grant 
James Grant 
Allison and David Graw 
Grayling Hospital for Animals, P.C. 
Tom and Joann Green 
Jeff Greene 
Lorne and Shirley Greenwood 
Mark and Susan Griffin 
Michael Hamm 
Lelane Hardie 
Jason and Samara Hartman 
Higgins Lake Property Owners 
       Association 
Jennifer and Jason Hill 
Jack Hipchen 
Michael and Susan Horner 
Joe and Carol Houston 
William Houston 
Roger Houthoofd 
Kristin Howland 
Gary and Karen Hubbard 
Stan and Theresa Hubbell 
William and Sheryl Isenstein 
Liz Jacob 
David and Cheryl Jansen 
Jim Jarecki 
Raymond Jones, Jr. 
Ken's Tire & Auto Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Herb and Linda Klingel 
Gary Kovelle 
Carol Kugler 
Randy Kursinsky 
Joshua Leisen 
Jenny and Anton Llakmani 
James and Mary Lockard 
David and Julianne Lockwood 
Tom Lorenz 
Guy and Barbara Lovelace 
Robert and Karen Luetje 
Donna and John Mangona 

Jan Manzella 
Diane and Glen Matthews 
Barbara McLennan 
Tim McMannis 
Noreen Mehlhose 
Ken and Kathy Melvin 
Ann Miller
Dorothy Miller 
Charles and Linda Mires 
Mike Monroe and Candace Henig 
     Monroe 
Robert and Cynthia Morgner 
Jon and Elizabeth Moshier 
Carolyn Mousseau 
Richard Mousseau 
Thomas G. and Rosemary Mullaney 
Sandra Murphy 
Rob Myllyoja 
Roy Mytych 
Lawrence Nanni and Kathryn Frisby 
Eugene Naujock 
David and Nancy Neal 
Gary Neumann 
North Central Area Credit Union 
Janet Opdyke 
Paul Paske 
Dick Pastula 
Donald and Dorothy Peacor 
Pat Pedersen 
Delores Peyton 
John and Armella Pierce 
Kenneth W. Pierce 
Bill Posak 
Bruce, Debra and Anna Pregler 
Recreation Fishing Club 
Mark Rice 
Jack and Phyllis Richards 
Peggy Ridgway 
Jill and Norman Ritter 
Steve and Karen Rodock 
Keith Ross 
David R. and Maureen Sanders 
Neil and Joan Satovsky 
Robert and Ruth Sawyers 
Roland Schaedig 
Peter and Pat Schmid 
Robert Seaman 
Thomas Seeley 
Alan Seiferlein 
Bill and Denise Semion 
George Shaw and Bonita Marsh 
Joan Shively 
James and Deb Simmons 
David Smith and Marie Harrington 
Robb and Christine Smith 
George and Elizabeth Smojver 
Michael and Suzanne Sorrentino 
Joey Spano 
Alan Steffeld 
Straits Area Audubon Society 
Diane Struzik 
Bob and Debi Stuber 
Swanson's Excavating, Inc. 
Ronald Swiss 

Thomas O'Brien Architecture Inc. 
Peter and Suzanne Thomson 
Sean Turner 
Joan VanGunten 
Stewart Vining 
Donn Waage 
Thomas and Margaret "Betsy" 
     Walbridge 
Phillip R. and Nancy A. Walters 
Garrett and Bonnie Walworth 
Jason Ward 
Aubrey Welch 
Michael Wells 
Tom and Janet Wessels 
Arlene Westhoven 
Joseph Wildberg 
Roger Witherbee 
Richard Wolff 
Stanley Yolkiewicz 
Ronald and Carolyn Zeilinger 
Chris Zimmel 

In Honor Of
Betsy and Chip Erwin 
       from Katherine Erwin and Dirk 
       VanKoughnett 
Chip and Betsy Erwin 
       from Rick and Dixie Erwin 
Chip Erwin 
       from Rick and Dixie Erwin 
Ferguson/Tank Families 
       from Daniel and Rene Ferguson 
Ron/Dorothy Tank & Family and 
     Dan/Rene Ferguson & Family 
     from Daniel and Rene Ferguson 
Casey Ford
       from Darcy Rutkowski 
Joe Jarecki 
       from Glenn and Moon Seagren 
Joan and James 
       from Dave and Donna Tinsley 
Jeremy Jones 
       from Tom Zeneberg 
Laura Justin 
       from Jim and Linda Gregart 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Kohnert 
       from Anonymous 
Marilyn Kohnert 
       from Bruce and Tamy Kohnert 
Ken Reed 
       from the Community Foundation 
       for Southeast Michigan-suggested     
       by Sally L. Binard from the Frank W. 
       Lynch and Roberta Jane Lynch 
       Endowed Family Fund

In Memory Of
Charlotte D. Adams 
       from William R. Adams 
Martin Beer 
       from Karen Beer 
Bing and Bonnie Benghauser 
      from Karl Benghauser 

Ed and Dolores Bozynski 
       from George and Janet Bozynski 
Ralph and Irene Burchi 
       from Alan Burchi and Barbara 
        Patek 
William and Violet Clements 
       from Fred and Diane Alati 
Aaron E. Cohen 
       from Dr. Lynn S. Cohen and 
       Stephen B. Cohen 
Aaron Eliot Cohen 
       from Dr. Lynn S. Cohen and 
       Stephen B. Cohen     
Charles Crudgington 
       from Anna Crudgington 
Charles E. Crudgington 
       from Anna Crudgington  
Mike Dailey 
       from Joe Dailey 
Trude "Mutti" Dittes 
       from Tony and Gundi Barnard 
Al and Irma Eberlein 
       from Glen Eberlein 
Stephanie Ebling 
       from George Ebling 
Dr. David A. Feighan 
       from Mrs. Pat Feighan 
Rusty Gates 
       from Mike McGraw 
Ann Gillis 
       from Robert Gillis 
Virginia Goodrick 
       from Eric Bankhead and Connie 
       Schrieber 
Bob and Barb Grant 
       from Ken and Susan Hirth 
Veronica Greason 
       from Ethalinda Blackman 
Jack 
       from Richard Ritter 
Celeste Jensen 
       from Jerry Jensen 
Ruth Joyce 
       from Ron Joyce 
William S. Koepke 
       from Nancy Koepke 
Herman Lunden 
       from Herman and Dorothy Miller 
Jerry Myers 
       from Glen and Gwen Catt 
William L. Myers 
       from Sharon Myers 
William R. Opdyke DDS 
       from Janet Opdyke 
Ted Thomas 
       from Ralph and Nancy Rucinski 
Thomas Worley 
       from Patrick and Judith Benson



 
 
 
Huron Pines 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2 
Gaylord, MI 49735 
(989) 448-2293 
info@huronpines.org 
 
Dear Supporter, 
 
Enclosed is our report to donors of Huron Pines. Thank you for your support. 
Together, we have made northern Michigan a better place. 
 
Rather than sharing all of our project updates, we’re enclosing several 
stewardship stories that highlight the people, partnerships and places that will 
give you a flavor for the good work we are doing.  
 
On behalf of the Board and Staff, thank you! 

 
 

 
Brad 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WHERE WOODS AND WATERS MEET 
R I P A R I A N  S T E W A R D S H I P  P R O T E C T S  C L E A N  W A T E R  

A N D  W I L D L I F E  I N  T H E  P I G E O N  R I V E R  

Standing on a streambank overlooking the Pigeon River, landowner 

Travis Piper shares his desire to improve fishing opportunities and 

enhance wildlife habitat with a restoration project manager from Huron 

Pines, a nonprofit organization working to conserve the forests, lakes 

and streams of Northeast Michigan. Together, they identify concerns on 

the property—streambank erosion and a lack of instream cover—and 

sketch out a project plan to meet the landowners goals while doing 

right by the river. 

A variety of native wildflowers were also planted along Piper’s 
eroding streambank to add additional stability and help attract 
birds, pollinating insects and other wildlife. To reduce erosion 
due to foot traffic, a sod dock was installed from which Piper now 
fishes and launches his kayaks. 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 
info@huronpines.org 

The project incorporated several “bioengineering” techniques—practices for reducing erosion and enhancing 
wildlife habitat that use organic materials to help preserve the aesthetic appeal of the natural river corridor. Using 
trees for erosion control looks more natural than rock rip rap or other hard structures and is more effective at 
slowing the water and trapping eroding sediment. They also make it easy for turtles and amphibians to access 
streambanks and the tree trunks and branches provide valuable overhead cover for brook trout and other fish.

In 2013 Huron Pines helped design a sod dock, instream habitat 

structures and a native plant greenbelt and prepared permit 

applications. Travis Piper and the Huron Pines field crew installed 30 

whole trees along 600 feet of his streambank to provide fish cover and 

shield the bank from future erosion.  

“Hours after placing [trees] in the river we had turtles sunning 
themselves on the new logs and ducks hanging out in them.” 
Piper said after the project was completed. “We had lots of dead 
and dying ash trees. Instead of these trees going to waste we 
used them for our log structures, re-purposing them where they 
can improve the trout habitat for years to come. We hope to 
continue to work with Huron Pines for our own habitat 
improvements, and would highly encourage private landowners 
to tap in to [Huron Pines’] resources to help them improve their 
own areas.” Not long after the project was finished Piper also 
noted that he believes fishing has already improved.  



SO WHY ARE WE INSTALLING INSTREAM HABITAT FOR FISH AND 
OTHER AQUATIC WILDLIFE IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN STREAMS?

Doesn’t nature take care of that on its 
own? The short answer to these 
questions is that historical logging 
practices, land use change and 
clearing of woody material from 
stream channels for navigation have 
led to a scarcity of this key habitat 
feature compared to historical 
conditions. Large wood provides 
refuge for fish, substrate for aquatic 
insects, keeps streams cool by 
providing shade, benefits a wide 
variety of terrestrial animals, and 
promotes diversity of stream flows 
and depths. 

Native plant greenbelts, tree 
revetments and sod docks help 
stabilize eroding streambanks and 
keep excess sand and soil out of the 
stream channel, where it can bury 
exposed gravel used by spawning fish 
and many aquatic invertebrates. Private
land stewardship activities like those 
implemented by Travis Piper and 
Huron Pines will be critical for 
sustainable protection of our unique 
freshwater and forest resources in 
Northern Michigan, which we all rely on
to provide clean water, support food 
production and provide world-class 
tourism and  outdoor recreation 
opportunities. 



CONNECTIONS TO HOME
A  V O L U N T E E R ’ S  P E R S P E C T I V E  O N  
S T E W A R D S H I P  O F  P U B L I C  L A N D S

“IT’S ABOUT TREADING LIGHTLY” 

“When I think about the damage we do to the natural world as 

humans, it makes me want to give back with some good," says 

Warren Zimostrad. Warren and his wife Bryana make a great team,

working together to leave behind a trail of life as they move ahead 

planting a line of trees in Northeast Michigan’s sandy soil. 

Pausing from their work, they strike a pose—Bryana holding a 

bouquet-sized bunch of jack pine seedlings and Warren with a heavy 

iron planting tool called a dibble bar resting casually over his 

shoulder. This charming couple is as big-hearted as they are 

photogenic.  

“I’VE ALWAYS HAD A DEEP CONNECTION TO PUBLIC 
LAND,” SAYS WARREN. “WHEN I THINK ABOUT IT, IT 
GOES RIGHT BACK TO FAMILY.”

For the third year in a row now, they’ve made a five-hour round trip 

pilgrimage to northern Michigan from their hometown of Grand 

Rapids. Their destination? To participate in Huron Pines’ annual 

Jack Pine Planting Day volunteer event, planting acres of the 

unique and scraggly jack pine tree for the rare Kirtland’s Warbler 

and other wildlife. They come every year to celebrate Warren’s 

birthday, which falls on the same weekend. 

Source: USFWS

He grew up near Michigan’s Saginaw Bay, exploring areas near Bay 

City and Caseville alongside his father, an avid outdoorsman. 

Warren fondly recalls days spent discovering the Rifle River 

Recreation Area and being amazed at its vastness. 

Later in his life, while spending time together at their family land in 

Rose City, Warren’s uncle brought up a topic that would light a new 

passion for him—the Kirtland’s Warbler, North America’s rarest 

songbird. 

Warren was intrigued as he learned more about the Kirtland’s 

Warbler, the endangered species in his backyard. This charming 

black and yellow bird nests primarily in the jack pine forest of 

Northeast Michigan and sings its joyful song from the treetops, a 

beautiful sound that was almost lost forever. 



“I GUESS YOU COULD SAY THE KIRTLAND’S WARBLER 
HAS DEFINITELY MADE AN IMPRESSION ON ME...”  

Once nearly extinct, the Kirtland’s Warbler’s story is one of teamwork 

and decades of scientific collaboration to find out how to save the 

crashing population, recovered from as few as 167 singing males to 

over 2000 singing males in 2016. Inspired by this Michigan success 

story, Warren was hooked on the Kirtland’s Warbler. 

“I kept learning all I could and started getting involved,” explains 

Warren. “Planting these jack pine trees on public land with Huron 

Pines and partners every year is a great way to give back.” 

Warren wants people to understand that public forest lands are 

incredibly important for healthy waters and diverse wildlife like the 

Kirtland’s Warbler. Besides volunteering to plant jack pines, Warren 

and Bryana are also becoming Citizen Foresters in their hometown.

“I guess you could say the Kirtland’s Warbler has definitely made an 

impression on me,” he grins as he reveals the grapefruit-sized 

Kirtland’s Warbler tattoo on his forearm. 

“I would encourage everyone to get outside, find some public land 

and find something that moves you—whether it’s bird watching, trail 

running, or just the peace and solitude of the forest. The next step is 

to work together with others to protect it.” 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 

info@huronpines.org 



VANDERBILT STUDENTS FIND ‘OUTDOOR CLASSROOM’ ON 
SCHOOL PROPERTY 

A  N E W  T E A C H E R  A T  V A N D E R B I L T  H I G H  S C H O O L  I S  M A K I N G  I T  
H I S  M I S S I O N  T O  P U T  H I S  S T U D E N T S  T O  W O R K  O N  T H E  L A N D .

Matthew Saunders has taught science at the small school with a 

little over 100 k-12 students since January 2016. He lives with his wife 

in Petoskey where he gardens and plants trees on the 16 acres where 

he grew up. 

The school sits on 80 acres on the east side of Vanderbilt and the 

land has a long history of harvesting by loggers and replanting by 

students, including a hillside pine plantation in the spring of 2015 

with the Otsego Wildlife Legacy Society. 

Young stands of aspen and sprawling wild raspberry patches have 

also sprung up since the last clearing several years ago, making it a 

popular place for deer and other wildlife whose tracks litter the 

sandy soil all over the property. 

“MY GOAL IS TO GET THEM OUT HERE ONCE A WEEK.”

“As a school we’ve made it a focus to get our students out in the 

woods more,” Saunders said during a morning walk on the property in 

October 2016.

Contact Huron Pines for more information on land stewardship: 

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 

info@huronpines.org 

Field trips on the property have been made easier since a work day 

this fall had students in all grades clearing old trails and planning new 

ones. Shorter and longer loops cover gently rolling terrain that 

alternates between young pine and deciduous forest, pockets of older 

trees, berry-choked cut-overs and grassland. 

On their walk in late October, fourth- and fifth-grade students found 

flowers, identified deer and dog tracks, and poked scat with sticks as 

they debated what kind of animal it came from. 

“We collect leaf specimens to identify later in the year and we’ve 

talked about having older kids do plaster casts of animal tracks, 

having math classes mapping the property on a grid, and making trail 

markers and interpretive signs in the wood shop here,” Saunders said. 

“The kids really seem to like it and that’s the main thing. We’re trying 

to treat it as an outdoor classroom for them.” 



“It’s all centered around getting kids outside” 

-Jennie Zoll, Program Manager for Huron Pines.

Huron Pines, a nonprofit conservation organization in 
Gaylord, has been assisting the school with a forest 
study to determine ways to fit the land into the
curriculum there. They are working through the 
Northeast Michigan Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative 
(GLSI) which aims to help schools provide place- 
based environmental education for their students. 

Zoll said a GLSI effort in Onaway had students 
identifying erosion sites on the Pigeon River, doing 
science experiments in the field, and ultimately 
finding solutions to the erosion problem. 

“They really took over the problem, figured it out and 
solved it,” Zoll said of that effort. “(In Vanderbilt) they 
have a lot of really great ideas for their forest.” 

The town of Vanderbilt is known as the gateway to 
the Pigeon River Country State Forest, a sprawling 
tract of more than 100,000 acres of contiguous public 
land that’s home to three rivers and the state’s wild 
elk herd of 1,000 animals. 

This proximity to such wild country is reflected in the 
lifestyle of Vanderbilt students, many of whom are 
avid hunters. 

“The acreage here gives us a great opportunity for 
some hands-on learning,” said principal and 
superintendent Rick Heitmeyer. “It fits our students’ 
lifestyle pretty well.” 

More information about Vanderbilt Area School and 
its activities can be found online, 
vanderbiltareaschool.org. 



PRIVATE FOREST STEWARDSHIP 

YOU DON’T HAVE TO RESIDE ON YOUR PROPERTY TO BE AN ACTIVE 
LAND STEWARD. 

THROUGH COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIP 

David and Maureen Sanders, owners of a beautiful 80-acre 

piece of land in Ogemaw County, can attest to that. David lives 

in southern Michigan but he frequently visits the property for 

recreation and allows friends and neighbors to use the land for 

hunting, bee keeping and tapping his sugar maple trees. There 

are no buildings on the property but that doesn’t mean there 

isn’t a lot going on there. David and Maureen happily bought 

the property in 1994 and immediately wanted to do their best 

to care for it well. David reached out to Mieka Rueger with the 

USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and 

district forester Laura Freer for advice. 

THE NRCS PROVIDED COST-SHARE FUNDING
that allowed David to develop a Forest Stewardship Plan for his land, in conjunction with Keith Martell of 

Martell Forestry, Inc. David’s property is also certified under the American Tree Farm System, and by 

implementing his management plan David receives approximately $400 in tax incentives. He also makes 

some money by selling timber, harvested by Weyerhaeuser, of which about 30 acres has been selectively 

cut and 5 acres clear-cut with the goal of improving forest resilience and wildlife habitat in accordance with 

his forest stewardship plan. David has also reached out to Huron Pines for technical advice on streambank 

erosion and invasive plant issues. 

“I’ve been very happy with the services I’ve received from everyone—the NRCS, the Conservation District, 

Martell Forestry, Inc., Weyerhaeuser, and Huron Pines,” David says. “It’s been a great opportunity to meet 

many really good people and I would recommend to any landowner to reach out to these folks for advice 

and assistance.” 

David says he and Maureen do not plan to build a house or live on their Ogemaw County property, which 

features open prairie, lots of maple-beech forest, a small stream and a fair amount of wetland and riparian 

habitat. He wants to leave the property in a natural condition in order to preserve the scenic views, quiet 

areas, and hunting and wildlife viewing opportunities it provides. His hope is to one day pass the property 

on to his children. 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on land stewardship: 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 
info@huronpines.org 



MAGHIELSE TRACT

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 
info@huronpines.org

Family recounts 70-year history of Grayling getaway

It was Labor Day weekend of 1977 and Karen and Tom Fiebig 

were having a cookout with friends at their family camp on the 

Au Sable River. As the men stood around the grill watching 

chicken cook, Tom’s eyes fell on the darkening sky. 

“It formed over Sand Hill Lake a mile north of us,” Tom 

recalled of the storm. “I’m watching the rain go straight 

sideways. All of a sudden, a big oak tree landed on my car. It 

was like a tornado outside – the noise, the black, the water.” 

In two terrifying minutes the storm was over and the group, 

huddled in the cabin for shelter, stepped out the door to 

survey the damage. “When I came back outside the chicken 

was still cooking so we got to eat it,” Tom joked. 

For the rest of the property, the storm was no laughing matter. Of the Maghielse family’s 1,020 wooded acres, almost 

half of its trees were leveled, including dozens of giant white pines whose roots were torn from the earth by the brief 

but punishing wind shear. “You couldn’t walk on the ground,” Karen said of the windswept areas where toppled trees 

resembled jungle gyms. “If you wanted to get through you were 15 feet off the ground walking on the trunks of trees.” 

 Even if all three cars parked at the cabin hadn’t been smashed by fallen trees – which they were – the road out was 

impassable. Karen’s father called for help on their citizens-band radio and the National Guard responded with a 

firefighting bulldozer to get them out. “You could hear the trees snapping under its tracks,” she said of the giant military 

vehicle coming to their rescue. “It looked like a house on tank treads.” 

In the 70-some years the Maghielse family owned the property there 

would be more tragedy, including at least one more destructive wind 

storm and a blaze that would claim the original cabin, but it’s the good 

memories that will be the hardest to give up as the family hands the 

property over to the state this year. 

Karen’s grandfather, Peter C. Maghielse, bought the land from the 

Strong family in 1947, the year she was born. The Strongs owned 

three large, consecutive tracts on the upper AuSable River near 

Grayling. 

“He looked all over the state for a large piece of property for hunting,” 

she said of her grandfather. “When the Strongs decided to sell they 

gave my grandfather the choice of what section he liked, and he 

chose the center one because it was more affordable and protected 

by private property on both sides.”



From then on, the property was a popular retreat for Maghielse’s children, grandchildren and great-grandkids who 

hunted, fished and explored the land on four-wheelers. Karen said the head mounts of several big bucks taken off 

the property adorned the knotty-pine interior of the original cabin, and remembers her granddad hoisting her up to 

the mounts so she could pet them as a kid. 

Forest-management plans on the property throughout the years have favored wildlife habitat, including cuts to 

regenerate aspen and, most recently, the planting of perennial rye and chicory food plots for deer and turkeys. “A 

deer could actually be born there and live its entire life without having to leave, that’s how diverse the forage is,” 

Karen said. Tom applies for a bear tag annually and said, four years ago, he was able to identify 12 different black 

bears in photos on his trail cameras. The land is also home to beaver, otter, porcupines, bobcats, rabbits and 

grouse. 

The western half of the property boasts tall, rolling hills. To the east remains a grove of old-growth white pines that 

both Karen and the Department of Natural Resources say rival those of nearby Hartwick Pines State Park. 

Along the river is about 40 acres of cedar trees so dense that it is inaccessible to deer which browse on tender, 

young cedars. The fortress of adult trees harbors naturally regenerating cedar, something that is incredibly rare in 

the Au Sable River region. 

      

“A deer could actually be born there and live its entire life 

without having to leave, that’s how diverse the forage is,” 

Karen said.



Kerry Wieber, forest land administrator for the DNR’s Forest Resources Division, said the purchase of the 

Maghielse property was awarded a $3 million grant from the Natural Resources Trust Fund in 2016. 

The 1,600-acre MacArthur property to the north was purchased by the state in the late 1980s; and the 737-acre 

Williams tract to the south was bought in the early 1990s. Wieber said the state made a bid to buy the Maghielse 

tract around that time but the family decided not to sell. Now they’re ready, and the sale will finally reunite all three 

giant parcels under one owner – this time, the people of Michigan. 

Once the sale goes through, the DNR will inventory and map the property before determining specific uses for the 

land, including the extent of motorized and non-motorized use. That process will likely include input from the 

public, according to DNR unit manager Susan Thiel, who said the MacArthur, Maghielse and Williams tracts could

all be rolled into one management area. 

As for the existing cabin, past acquisitions have usually involved the demolition of structures to reduce liability. 

 “It’s bittersweet selling it, it really is, but it’s so nice that it’s going to stay together for everyone to appreciate,” 

Karen said. “All the families (MacArthurs, Williams, Maghielsies) had the same idea for their lands. It was so nice 

to have it for hunting and fishing but, when we weren’t able to do it any longer, we wanted to let all people hunt 

and fish it. I guess we all believe in public land.”

“It’s bittersweet selling it, it really is, but it’s so nice that it’s going 

to stay together for everyone to appreciate,” Karen said.



CAMP GRAYLING 
S T E W A R D S H I P  P R A C T I C E S  F O R  M E E T I N G  S H A R E D  G O A L S  

CAMP GRAYLING JOINT MANEUVER TRAINING CENTER

John Hunt, Environmental Manager at Camp Grayling, takes pride in the 

proactive and collaborative stewardship activities going on in and 

around the largest National Guard installation in the country. Covering 

147,000 acres across three counties, Camp Grayling offers a lot of 

space to carry out training activities but the forests, prairies, wetlands, 

lakes and streams found on the property are also a home for wildlife, 

including some rare plants and animals such as the eastern 

massasauga rattlesnake, Kirtland’s warbler and Houghton’s goldenrod. 

Many parts of the property are also open to the public for hunting, 

fishing, snowmobiling and other outdoor recreational uses when 

military training is not taking place. 

COGNIZANT OF THEIR ROLE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY                                               as part of the larger landscape 

and greater community, Camp Grayling strives to be a 

good neighbor by investing in practices that protect land, 

water, and biological resources. While Camp Grayling is 

held to the same environmental regulations as any other 

landowner, many of their stewardship activities are 

voluntary. 

While the staff at Camp Grayling certainly values clean 

water, healthy habitat and rare species, there are also 

very practical reasons for being good land stewards. “It’s 

about sustainability,” says John Hunt. “If we destroy the 

land, we lose our training environments and can’t carry 

out our activities anymore. Investing in resource 

inventories, habitat restoration projects, stormwater 

infrastructure, and renewable energy saves us money in 

the long run and helps us achieve self-sufficiency goals." 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 

info@huronpines.org 



LAND MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES AT CAMP 
GRAYLING ARE EXCEPTIONALLY 

WELL PLANNED. 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 

info@huronpines.org 

Camp Grayling staff actively collaborates with other stakeholders 

in the Grayling area and through the jack pine landscape, 

including resource professionals, economic planners and the 

public to develop stewardship goals and strategies for achieving 

them. The resulting plans help Camp Grayling and partners 

manage valuable forest and water resources,  protect native 

wildlife species, prepare for the effects of climate change and 

increased risk of wildfire, eradicate invasive species, and achieve 

net-zero water, waste and energy goals. 

Camp Grayling worked with the Michigan Natural Features 

Inventory to complete a survey of plants and animal species 

present on the property in the mid 1990s and plans to complete an 

updated survey in the near future, including installation of acoustic 

monitoring devices to determine whether the northern long-eared 

bat—a federally threatened species—occurs on the property. 

Camp Grayling contains significant amounts of jack pine, which is 

critical habitat for Kirtland’s warbler, and their staff regularly 

participates in Kirtland’s Warbler Conservation Team meetings. 

Camp Grayling has also invested in eastern massasauga 

rattlesnake research for more than a decade and funded the 

recently developed Lake Margrethe Watershed Management Plan, 

which the local property owner’s association is using to plan and 

implement restoration projects and raise additional funding.  Camp 

Grayling just released a new climate adaptation strategy and is 

also partnering with the Northeast Michigan Council of 

Governments (NEMCOG) on a joint land use strategy to guide 

future development in a sustainable manner that minimizes 

potential land use conflicts between Camp Grayling and the 

greater Grayling community. 

Many of the land management activities on Camp Grayling are carried out by the Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources or by private contractors or nonprofit conservation organizations. Lake Margrethe is treated 

for Eurasian milfoil, an invasive aquatic species, and various stakeholders are developing methods to deal with 

swimmer’s itch. The Michigan DNR and Camp Grayling collaboratively operate timber harvests and maintain 

clearings that provide excellent habitat for turkey and other wildlife while providing open areas for small 

artillery training activities. 



A UNIQUE FUNDING SOURCE

Camp Grayling can also pull in funding 

for projects that other organizations or 

agencies may not have the capacity to 

fun. Camp Grayling sometimes funds 

projects off the property when there is a

benefit for the installation, or if Camp 

Grayling activities are affecting natural 

resources or human communities. For 

example, Camp Grayling contributed 

significant funding for several 

road/stream crossing improvement 

projects led by Huron Pines and the 

Crawford County Road Commission to 

prevent excess sediment from entering 

the Au Sable River Watershed. Camp 

Grayling acknowledges that their 

vehicular traffic has an impact on the 

condition of these crossings, and that 

restoring them is a win-win scenario for 

everyone. It protects the resource while 

at the same time improving the local 

road infrastructure. 

According to John Hunt, Camp Grayling 

anticipates having an increasing role in 

outreach and educational activities. 

Camp Grayling staff have given 

presentations to local k-12 students, 

including participating as exhibitors at 

the annual Higgins Lake – Lake Savers 

Day event. Camp Grayling also looks 

forward to partnering more with 

resource agencies and organizations to 

provide outreach on important topics 

ranging from invasive species to climate 

adaptation strategies. 



PRIVATE FOREST STEWARDSHIP 
  L A N D O W N E R ,  A G E N C I E S ,  A  F O R E S T R Y  B U S I N E S S  
A N D  N O N P R O F I T   P A R T N E R  F O R  F O R E S T  H E A L T H  

PETE IS A HUNTER WITH A UNIQUE PROBLEM...

There’s more wild game on his Cheboygan County hunting land 

than he knows what to do with. “I don’t have time for it all because 

I’m also a fisherman,” the lifelong Livonia resident joked. 

The bounty of whitetail deer, upland birds and other game didn’t 

exist on Pete’s 225 forested acres when he bought it 25 years ago. 

He credits the positive change to hard work and a comprehensive 

management plan that has promoted wildlife habitat on his property 

while boosting the health of its valuable hardwood forest. 

“PETE IS A GOOD EXAMPLE OF A TYPICAL FOREST OWNER WE WORK WITH,” 

said Keith Martell, owner of Martell Forestry, Inc. in Gaylord. “He’s a 

hunter and was interested in planting shrubs for grouse and food plots 

for deer – which a lot of people do – but he also wanted to improve his 

forest for wildlife and manage the woods for timber production.” 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 
info@huronpines.org 

Pete enlisted Martell Forestry to develop a plan for his forest getaway 

that would cover those bases. That plan broke the property down into 

management units shaped by tree size, density, species and a general 

time line for forest treatments – including thinnings, clearcuts and 

plantings spanning years. 

During initial visits to the property, Martell found infestations of the 

invasive emerald ash borer beetle in Pete’s dying ash trees and signs of 

beech bark disease, a fungus attacking and killing beech trees there. 

Those trees had to go, not just because they were sick but also for the 

secondary insects or diseases they might attract and spread to 

surrounding trees. 

“An overstocked stand with a sick tree will cause them all to get sick,” 

Martell said. “If the stand is thinned properly leaving only healthy trees, 

they’re less susceptible to diseases or insects.” 



“HURON PINES WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN HELPING PETE WORK IN SOME FOOD 
PLOTS AND HE’S STARTING TO REAP THE BENEFITS OF IT, INCLUDING SEEING 

MORE DEER,” 
- PERRY SMELTZER, USDA-NRCS 

Further down the road, healthy hardwood trees like Pete’s sugar 

maples will become prized logs for lumber – money from which 

Pete plans to invest straight back into more habitat projects. 

Again, Martell will direct Pete and a logger when and where to 

cut based on the market value of those saw logs. 

Environmental Quality Incentives and Conservation Stewardship programs. “I’m very pleased with the outcome 
there,” Smeltzer said. “Pete relied on seasoned professionals to help him make sound management decisions 
and, in the end, he’s reaping the benefits.” 

Pete noted how broader thinning and clearing of trees in 

specific areas of his land generated space for other shrubs to 

grow. Those cutovers have produced low, tender shoots as 

browse for deer year round. Areas where he clear cut aspen 

trees two years ago have shot up 10 feet and now harbor 

countless grouse, woodcock and other animals, including elk. 

Pete’s worked with Perry Smeltzer, district conservationist for 

the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, along 

with Huron Pines and the Cheboygan Conservation District to

plant native crabapples, shrubs and food plots. Pete said his 

property lies in a region where agriculture – another valuable 

source of food for deer – is less than what it once was so the 

herd is more dependent on his property for food and cover. 

“Huron Pines was instrumental in helping Pete work in some 

food plots and he’s starting to reap the benefits of it, including 

seeing more deer,” Smeltzer said. “We’ve also done some tree 

and shrub plantings around open areas, specifically fruit- 

bearing shrubs for the benefit of deer, turkey and grouse.” 

“Those have been icing on the cake,” Pete said of the plantings. 

Smeltzer noted that, In addition to its perks for wildlife and 

hunting, a qualifying forest management plan on non- 

homesteaded forest property can earn a landowner significant 

tax breaks of 16 mills per year through the federal  

“Pete’s land is a perfect example of a well-managed forest,” Martell added. “This guy’s really passionate and, just 
like anyone who’s had a good experience with it, has become an advocate of forest management.” 


