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The Partnership Issue
We had a lot of comments on our last newsletter, which celebrated the conservation
efforts of many who volunteer with Huron Pines. We thought we’d expand on that
theme, this time showing you a few of the professional organizations and agencies
we work with—the biologists, engineers and organizational leaders that also play a
pivotal role in helping Huron Pines bring conservation projects to fruition. We know
firsthand that these people work extremely hard, often without a whole lot of public
recognition, and their efforts contribute to protection, restoration and enhancement
of our northern Michigan ecosystems. We couldn’t showcase them all, but wanted
to give you an idea of who is working so hard to help conserve the forests, lakes and
streams in Northeast Michigan.
At a time when we are celebrating the many partners upon whom we depend, it’s
important to take a moment to reflect on the passing of two of northern Michigan’s
great river conservationists. Joseph Kutkuhn and Calvin “Rusty” Gates left us this
December. Joe, a former Huron Pines board member and strong advocate for the
Upper Manistee River, and Rusty, President of Anglers of the AuSable, certainly left
their mark on the rivers in northern Michigan.
Most of our supporters are probably already familiar with the many accomplishments
of both Joe and Rusty. It’s a long list, but what we’ve noticed at Huron Pines over the
past decades of working with both of them is this: what they both really excelled at
was working very effectively behind the scenes to bring key partners together, raise
funds for projects and cut through the red tape. And, they both did it tirelessly. We
have found that those are very rare skills indeed; all of us at Huron Pines will miss the
efforts of both these men very, very much.
As always, please enjoy this issue of our quarterly newsletter and, if you can, pass
the copy along to someone else to read when you’re done—we need to broaden the
conservation coalition interested in our special part of the Great Lakes Basin.
–Brad Jensen, Executive Director

Award Season at Huron Pines

Each year at our annual meeting, we take some time to recognize partners and
volunteers for their exemplary efforts in furthering conservation in Northeast
Michigan. This year’s award recipients are below.
The Huron Pines Award—Bob Andrus (left)
Bob has worked to restore the Au Sable River for over 30 years, partnering with
Huron Pines as the leader of the Au Sable River Watershed Restoration Committee.
O.B. Eustis Organization Award—Pine River-Van Etten Lake Watershed Coalition
The leadership and key members of this coalition have been active through the
years in conducting water quality monitoring, volunteer projects, outreach and
education activities and implementing major tasks in the PRVEL watershed plan.
O.B. Eustis Individual Award—Brenda Archambo
Brenda spearheaded the creation of the local chapter of Sturgeon for Tomorrow
over 10 years ago. She is passionate about protecting sturgeon and has partnered
extensively with Huron Pines and others to restore habitat for this threatened fish.
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The Mega List
Coordinating Our Project Efforts

Throughout this newsletter you’ll read about the Huron Pines projects that
effectively use the talents and resources of our many agency partners. Our
work could not be successful with the funding sources brought to the table
by our agency partners. However, almost no funding is without strings:
every dollar we get in agency funding needs to be matched in some percentage by
other funding, whether a grant or a donation. So, part of our job at Huron Pines is not
only to coordinate partner efforts on a project, but also to coordinate funding and
match sources. Our contributing members are our most important source of match
on any and many projects—cash easily fits what are typically very strict requirements
for match sources.
We are often approached by an agency (or other) partner who has a source of money
for a certain type of project that needs to be spent pretty quickly. Now we need two
things in order to utilize this funding: 1) the quick answer as to what specific project
would be the best candidate to receive this funding, and 2) the matching funds in
order to qualify for the grant.
To increase the odds of obtaining grants for conservation in Northeast Michigan,
particularly large grants with multiple partners or short deadlines, we have created
a prioritized “mega list” of projects that we would like to complete throughout our
service area. The list contains regional and watershed-based projects with all of the
information needed for a grant proposal. To look at this “mega list” of projects and
the grants we are currently pursuing, visit www.huronpines.org or call us at (989) 3440753 ext. 21 to request a hard copy.

Michigan
RC&D Councils

Huron Pines and the
RC&D Program

Huron Pines is a member of
the nationwide RC&D Program
(Resource Conservation &
Development), which affords
us a close working relationship
with the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service. For
our organization, this means
that we have extra technical
help available in the areas of
surveying, mapping, engineering,
wildlife management, and soils—
expertise that is used to further
enhance our projects and that
allows us to do more than we
could otherwise accomplish.
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
The Partners Program

Huron Pines works on about 35 major projects each year. On average,
about a third of those are done in close cooperation with the U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service (USFWS). In addition to being a key funding source,
their staff provides technical assistance, including advice on Best
Management Practices, help with field work, and contacts with private
landowners. Staff from this agency help out with our Resource Advisory Committee
and numerous watershed project steering committees.

Huron Pines is a phenomenal organization. They
get the job done, with the highest of quality.
Their ability to motivate community involvement
and to act as the liaison between private landowners and state and federal government makes
them an invaluable organization. I am grateful for
all of their assistance over the years—I know a
lot of projects would not have been accomplished
without their involvement.
-Heather Rawlings, Fish and Wildlife Biologist, USFWS
Heather Rawlings (left), who runs the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program out
of the USFWS Alpena office, has worked with Huron Pines for more than a decade
to implement projects. Her efforts in 2009 helped to develop our Invasive Species
program, leading to the treatment of phragmites on private land along Lake Huron.
Heather also helps develop road/stream crossing projects and streambank work like
the Claybanks erosion site.
Andrea Ania (cover photo), also out of Alpena, has made many road/stream crossing
projects possible through the Fish Passage program. Her involvement is helping us to
bring the Silver Creek Super Project (10 sites on a high priority, high quality stream)
to fruition in 2010 and 2011. The program is also supporting our early efforts to
develop and implement a program to remediate small dams across our service area,
a project that will yield big results for our fishery.
The Claybanks site received erosion treatment with the help of our partnership with
USFWS.
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Visit www.huronpines.org
for more project updates and photos.

U.S. Forest Service
Protecting Forests, Rivers and Wildlife

The U.S. Forest Service plays an integral part in projects in the Au Sable
River Watershed. With lands of the Huron National Forest stretching all
along the river, Huron Pines and the Forest Service often work together
on projects involving erosion control and habitat improvement.
While the Michigan DNR Helicopter Large Woody Debris (LWD) project often gets a
lot of attention, the Forest Service also places LWD along the Au Sable River using
a helicopter during the same week. Huron Pines works with the two agencies to
coordinate locations and the helicopter. The Claybanks erosion site is located partly
on Forest Service land and was completed by working together with Service staff and
Trout Unlimited volunteers.
In Alcona County, the Forest Service is working with Huron Pines and the road
commission using $1 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds to
replace seven road/stream crossings that are contributing tons of sediment to the
Pine River system, which is also a tributary of the Au Sable. By using Huron Pines as
a project manager, the Forest Service can pass money through the local community
to get projects done that will benefit National Forest lands, private property, and
downstream in the watershed.
On land, the Forest Service maintains miles of off-road vehicle (ORV) trails and
frequently partners with Huron Pines to restore erosion and damage caused by
illegal access to areas off the trails.Projects like the recently completed Lupton Trail
restoration project connect Huron Pines, the Forest Service and user groups to improve
both the resource and user experience.

As a U.S. Forest Service fisheries biologist I
have found that Huron Pines is a great facilitator for getting on-the-ground work done. Given
their “regional” nature, they serve as an excellent bridge for bringing federal, state, and local
agencies together, as well as private conservation
groups. And time and time again, they get the job
done in a quality manner!
-Bob Stuber, USFS Fisheries Biologist
As a fisheries biologist for the Huron-Manistee National Forest, Bob Stuber (right)
manages the forests and the streams that run through them to benefit the many
important fish populations that sustain our tourism and fishing industries. He is
a member of many resource-related committees, including the Au Sable River
Watershed Restoration Committee and the Pine River-Van Etten Lake Coalition. Bob is a
constant champion of Huron Pines: he frequently comes to us with project and funding
opportunities and promotes our organization as a go-to for conservation project help.
Through his work, we were awarded the ARRA funds to complete the priority road/
stream crossings in Alcona County.
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Michigan Department of Natura
Protecting Our Fisheries

One of our longest-running projects is the Large Woody
Debris project on the Au Sable River, now in its 11th year.
Every year, the Huron Pines Restoration Project Manager
works with Steve Sendek, the DNRE Fisheries Biologist, and
other staff to plan the stretch of river that will receive LWD
using the Huron Pines River Restoration Crew and the fall
helicopter work. We work together to get permits in place and landowner permission,
and each spring, Ken Reed and the crew begin placing trees. They continue this work
until the snow flies in the fall, sometimes placing over 2,000 trees in one season. The
helicopter LWD usually happens in mid-September, and DNRE staff make up a large
part of the crew that prepares trees for the helicopter, marks drop locations and
informs the public about the project.
DNRE Fisheries staff also consult on many other Huron Pines projects that occur
in Northeast Michigan lakes and streams. Whether assisting with planning erosion
control or making recommendations about the best way to complete a project while
not disturbing the resource, DNRE staff work alongside Huron Pines on almost all of
our river projects.

It’s been a tremendous and powerful
partnership working with Huron Pines. For
nearly 30 years we’ve been accomplishing some
wonderful things that have had and are still
having great benefits to those who enjoy our
aquatic resources.
-Steve Sendek, DNRE Fisheries Biologist
Steve Sendek (left) is a common figure around Huron Pines and partner meetings.
He and other area fisheries biologists have played an integral part in gaining funding
for and implementing some of our biggest projects. He also planned the lowering of
the dam in downtown Grayling and is a frequent contributor to many committees
involving the restoration and protection of the Au Sable River.

Improving Habitat of All Types

Managing wildlife habitat is a major concern for the DNRE, and its staff work with
Huron Pines to create and improve habitat across our service area. Biologist Brian
Mastenbrook has played an important part in guiding our Pigeon River Habitat
Initiative, helping to focus our efforts on key areas to improve habitat for elk, deer,
and many other species. Elaine Carlson has also partnered with Huron Pines to
improve wildlife habitat, helping to plan projects and keep us and our members up to
date on current wildlife issues in our region.
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An emerging issue for wildlife managers is invasive species: the impacts that
nonnative plants and animals have on the native wildlife can be devastating. Huron
Pines works frequently with DNRE staff to fight invaders like phragmites and purple
loosestrife, pooling resources and funding to expand our reach.

al Resources and Environment
Permits and Planning

DNRE staff have long been tasked with cleaning up
Michigan’s waters. Huron Pines partners with staff of the
former Department of Environmental Quality on almost
all of our projects in some aspect, whether it is creating
or updating a watershed management plan for one of our
11 watersheds or getting a permit to complete an on-theground project.
Greg Goudy has long served as our technical contact on watershed planning projects,
such as the management plan updates for the Ocqueoc, Upper Manistee, Higgins
Lake and Pine River-Van Etten Lake watersheds. As such, he attends watershed
coalition meetings and provides input on watershed activities as well. Matt Smar has
been a big supporter of Huron Pines projects through the Coastal Zone Management
program, helping us to complete projects like the Coastal Stewardship Plan and apply
for funding for coastal inventories and stormwater management.
Once project plans are in place, DNRE permitting staff are our partners on the
ground. Specialists like Jeff Silagy and others work closely with Huron Pines staff to
ensure that our projects are the best fit for the site. They review engineering and
site plans and give us the final permit when they’re satisfied that our work will do
the most benefit to the watershed. These folks also serve on many committees and
watershed groups, such as the Au Sable River Watershed Restoration Committee, to
give their input straight to the public on the resources they work so hard to protect.

Over the years we’ve established such a good
rapport with the DNRE. We involve them from
the onset of the project and when it comes time
to move forward, we know everyone is on board.
They’ve been helping to refine the idea from
its inception.
-Patrick Ertel, Huron Pines Restoration Project Manager
Forest Friends

We work frequently with program staff in the Forest and Land Management division
of the DNRE to reduce habitat destruction. On the Indian Creek ORV restoration
project, Huron Pines partnered with Paige Perry to restrict illegal access to a power
line corridor that contained a small coldwater tributary and surrounding habitat for
Eastern massasauga rattlesnakes, showy ladyslipper orchids, hawks, deer and many
others. Susan Thiel frequently works with us on projects involving the forestlands
surrounding the Au Sable River, whether helping to fund a purple loosestrife removal
project on the North Branch Au Sable or planting cedars in the Mason Tract and
Upper Manistee River, Susan has helped Huron Pines and many other local groups to
restore forest and shoreline alike.
Indian Creek photos at right (top to bottom): Eroded hill climbs before treatment,
eroded streambank before treatment, repaired hill climbs, streambank with biolog
and native plants, fenced ORV trail, Eastern massasauga rattlesnake on site.
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Nonprofit Partners
The Nature Conservancy

One of our relatively new partherships is with The Nature Conservancy (TNC). As the
group expands its reach into Northeast Michigan, they are partnering with Huron
Pines to remove invasive species and complete watershed restoration projects.
Northern Lower Peninsula Project Director Matt Kleitch has supported the invasive
species effort since its inception in winter 2009, helping with the formation of the Cooperative Weed Management Area and offering resources in the form of an invasives
crew, training and equipment. In addition, Matt and TNC have begun to get more
involved in fish passage and other issues, joining Huron Pines on grant proposals for
state and federal funding sources.

Michigan Trout Unlimited

If you’ve volunteered on a Huron Pines project on a river, no doubt you’ve been
joined by members of one or more Trout Unlimited (TU) chapters. Our partners at
TU have donated their time and funding to almost every project, helping us improve
habitat for trout across our service area. Michigan TU president Dr. Bryan Burroughs
(left) has strengthened our partnership further by changing the ways that TU is
involved in conservation. In addition to individual chapters’ volunteer projects and
donations, the statewide organization has been a partner in the Huron Pines AmeriCorps program since its first year by hosting AmeriCorps members including Kristin
Thomas, who organized TU’s stream monitoring program and who works closely with
Huron Pines to continue the program.

Our Conservation Network

While we could never fit all of our project partners into a newsletter, we are grateful
to have such a strong network of agencies, groups, and people who care about conservation in Northeast Michigan. Some of the groups that have partnered with Huron
Pines recently include the following:
Au Sable Big Water Preservation Association. This active group has organized multiple
volunteer events on the Au Sable River over the past year, and its leader Thomas
Buhr is always quick to join in on Huron Pines projects, offering his time and equipment enthusiastically.
HeadWaters, Saginaw Basin, and Little Traverse Bay Land Conservancies. Our land
conservancy partners have been an important asset as we work to protect lands in
Northeast Michigan. By offering site visits and conservation easement help to local
landowners, they’ve helped make the Pigeon River Habitat Initiative a success. Both
HeadWaters and Saginaw Basin land conservancies have also hosted Huron Pines
AmeriCorps members, helping them to increase their services.
Northeast Michigan Council of Governments (NEMCOG). NEMCOG is a valuable
partner during our watershed planning projects, providing demographic and land use
information to Huron Pines.
Watershed Action Groups. Nearly every lake and river in our service area has a homeowner’s group or committee to help protect and restore their resource. These local
partners help Huron Pines complete projects through their donations of funding,
volunteer time and local monitoring. Without them, we couldn’t be successful on a
local level.
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Natural Resources Conservation Service
More than Just Neighbors

Huron Pines not only shares a building with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), we
benefit from partnering with them on almost every
project we do. Several NRCS staff share their time between NRCS and Huron Pines
projects, giving us a leg up with engineering and GIS mapping. The NRCS partnership
includes providing staff training on subjects like conservation planning, wildlife planting and river restoration. NRCS staff participate in Huron Pines board meetings and
offer input on projects and organizational issues alike.
Engineer Andrea Paladino often assists with engineering for our projects. She has
trained AmeriCorps volunteers on site surveying and completed plans for road/
stream crossing replacements and erosion control projects. She has also consulted on
potential dam removals and other structural projects.

Thanks to Huron Pines I have been able to
share my passion of promoting land stewardship
by supplying base data such as maps as well as
actually going out and meeting with landowners
to share my knowledge and experience so they
can meet their own land stewardship goals.
-Steve Rodock, NRCS GIS Specialist
GIS Specialist Steve Rodock has been an asset on many of our planning projects. He
uses GIS software to create resource maps for watershed management plans, including land cover, water flow, subwatersheds and more. Our partnership with NRCS led
to his heavy involvement in the GIS analysis that determined our coastal focus areas
in the Coastal Stewardship Project. Steve has also led Huron Pines AmeriCorps soils
and GIS trainings to help our members learn more about natural resources in northern Michigan while giving them valuable professional training. In addition, he volunteered as one of our Conservation First Responders in 2009, helping Crawford County
landowners get their resource questions answered.

Sign up for biweekly updates:
visit www.huronpines.org
and sign up for our eNews.
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Huron Pines Supporters October 6, 2009 to January 26, 2010
Special Thanks to Our Major
Donors for the Past 12
Months
$20,000+
Consumers Energy
DTE Energy Foundation
Great Lakes Commission
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Wolverine Power Cooperative
$5,000+
Anglers of the Au Sable
Economic Development Alliance
for Oscoda County
Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Rice Family Foundation
Watershed Champions
$2,500+
FishAmerica Foundation
Headwaters Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Michigan Fly Fishing Club
River Patrons $1,000 - $2,499
Au Sable North Branch
Association
Eric Bankhead and Connie
Schrieber
Challenge Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Clinton Valley Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Community Foundation for
Northeast Michigan

The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are thankful for the support of our members and project
contributors. These contributors are directly responsible for making our work possible.
Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan (Frank
W. Lynch and Roberta Jane
Lynch Endowed Family Fund
suggested by Sally Binard)
Dawson-Kure Family
Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
Upper Au Sable River
Preservation Association
William B. Mershon Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
J.A. Woollam Foundation

Sustainers $500-999
Thomas Buhr
Robert and Michaele Malecki
Village of Roscommon
Paul and Carol Rose
Jerry and Fran Rucker
Patrick and Vicki Springstead
Twin Lakes Property Owners
Association
Special Thanks to Our Agency
Funders
Michigan Community Service
Commission
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources and Environment
Natural Resources Conservation
Service
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service

In Memory Of
Floyd Benghauser from Karl
Benghauser
Carl W. Beuthin from Paul and
Marla Alati
Carl W. Beuthin from Joann
Channon
Carl W. Beuthin from Ramona
McDonald
Carl W. Beuthin from Lebert
and Gloria Alati

In
In

10

Carl W. Beuthin from Patty
Reff
Carl W. Beuthin from
Hildegarde Barretta

Partners $100-$499
Gregory and Cecilia Bator
Greg and Stephanie Bovee
Cheboygan County
John Dempsey
William and Patricia Duncanson
Roger and Mary Fechner
Tom and Joann Green
Jim and Linda Gregart, Big Paw
Wildlife Conservancy
Rick and Robin Hagopian
Beach and Marianne Hall
Dick and Judy Henry
Higgins Lake Foundation
William and Marietta Kusey
Jerry and Susan La Vanture
Nick and Karen Mancini
Montmorency County
Conservation Club
Otsego County
Merrill Petoskey
Mark and Lisha Ramsdell
Ron and Kris Sorgenfrei
Jim and Chris Supina
Cynthia Kabza Vercruysse
Jack and Liz Wade
Thomas and Carol Young
Supporters
Alcona Iosco-Cedar Lake
Association
Sally Binard
David Bissonette
Ethalinda Blackman
Chris and Geraldine Bodker
Thomas and Gloria Cadwalader
Carl W. Beuthin from Joyce
Pruett, Michael and Sarah
Pruett, Gregory and Emily
Pruett and sons Rhodes and
Noah
Carl W. Beuthin from Patricia
O’hara
Carl W. Beuthin from Bob and
Carole Boyes
Ken Dennings, Sr. from Ken
and Teresa Dennings
Rusty Gates from Neil Wallace
Gretchen Goodbread from
Veronica Greason
Betsy Hunter from Jon and
Mary Lou Hunter
Norine Kern from Harvey Kern

Brian Carson
Broderick and Michelle
Donaldson
Dennis and Teresa Elsholz
Christopher and Laura Fluke
Jim and Marie “Sue” Francis
Charles and Beverly Gillece
Robert Grace
George and Linda Killat
Gerald Lake
Phil and Lora Myers
Gordon and Vernie Nethercut
Doris Parker
Barbara Reed
Norman and Jill Ritter
Neil and Joan Satovsky
Tony and Jill Scarzo
Joan Scheel
Carl Shaner
Elizabeth Strauss
Stephen Swan, Cygnet
Consulting
Tom and Janet Wessels
Chuck Wheeker
John Winder
Terrance and Lisa Yarema

In Honor Of
Tom Green from Josh Green
Roger Rasmussen from Mary
Sanders

Jerry Kniaz from Darryl Dorda
Kurt Nitschke from Heidi Fetz
Kurt Nitschke from Ann Gallo
Kurt Nitschke from Claus
Petermann

Board and Staff
Welcome Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Members

This year, Huron Pines is hosting two AmeriCorps
members at our office in Grayling. Neil Sauter, who
participated as a member in 2009 at Saginaw Bay
Land Conservancy, is serving with us as a stream
specialist and helping with our small dams program.
Liz Padalino is also serving as a stream specialist,
providing GIS mapping help and assisting with the
invasive species program.
The Huron Pines AmeriCorps program is already hard at work on another succesful year of
service. Welcome to all our new members serving at the following sites:
Abigail Ertel, HeadWaters Land Conservancy
Liz Padalino, Huron Pines
Neil Sauter, Huron Pines
Cari Sebright, Michigan Council of Trout Unlimited
Anne Negro, Michigan Sea Grant
Jessica Kane, Otsego County Conservation District
Megan Chludzinski, Saginaw Basin Land
Conservancy
Steve Gates, Thunder Bay National Marine
Sanctuary
Ashley Marquardt, Thunder Bay National Marine
Sanctuary
To learn more about the 2010 Huron Pines
AmeriCorps members and upcoming projects, visit
the AmeriCorps tab at www.huronpines.org.

Huron Pines
501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738

Phone: (989) 344-0753
Fax: (989) 348-7945
E-mail: info@huronpines.org
Website: www.huronpines.org

Executive Board
Connie Schrieber, Chair
Jerry Rucker, Vice Chairman
Paul Rose, Treasurer
Joe Jarecki, Secretary
Ned Caveney
Roger Rasmussen
Bruce Reetz
Kris Sorgenfrei
Tom Young

Executive Director
Brad Jensen

Staff

Our Newest Conservationist

We would like to welcome the newest member
of the Huron Pines family—Jacob Francis
Muladore was born December 1, 2009, to
Huron Pines Ecologist Jennifer Muladore and
her husband Ben, a financial advisor for Edward
Jones in Charlevoix. Jacob weighed 6 pounds, 12
ounces and was 20 inches long. Congratulations
to the Muladore family!

Lisha Ramsdell,
Program Director
Patrick Ertel,
Restoration Project Manager
Jennifer Muladore, Ecologist
Ken Reed,
Restoration Crew Leader
Casey Ressl,
AmeriCorps Coordinator
Susan La Vanture,
Staff Accountant

Be Part of the 11/11

Jill Scarzo, Program Assistant

We’re organizing our 11/11 volunteer schedule for 2010 and we want
you to get involved. Check out our project descriptions online for each
volunteer date to see which projects fit your interests, then submit a
volunteer sign-up form to get on our volunteer contact list. Visit www.
huronpines.org to learn more.
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Ask Us About Our River Model
See First-Hand How Rivers Work

Look for our newest educational tool at upcoming
meetings and conferences. Using this model, we are
able to show the effects of changes in water flow,
including the impacts of sand traps, improper road/
stream crossing construction and spring runoff.
The simulation helps us to demonstrate channel
morphology, sediment discharge, channelization,
energy management, disturbance effects and more.
To learn more or to find out where we’ll be using the
model next, contact us at (989) 344-0753. Or, check
out photos and video on our website.

www.huronpines.org
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