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Protecting the Great Lakes by conserving the forests, lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan.

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
The Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative (GLRI) is the largest
investment in the Great Lakes in
20 years. A task force of federal
agencies and many of the
region's governors came
together in 2010 and released
the initial GLRI Action Plan
covering 2010-2014. The GLRI
Action Plan II, covering 20152019, builds on the restoration
efforts from the first action plan
and focuses on
Cleaning up Great Lakes Areas
of Concern;
Preventing and controlling
invasive species;
Reducing nutrient runoff that
contributes to
harmful/nuisance algal
blooms; and
Restoring habitat to protect
native species.

Since 2010, $1.75 billion has
been invested in GLRI projects,
leading to the successful
completion of 3,426 projects. For
every dollar invested in the GLRI
brings a $2 return in the form of
increased tourism, home values
and fishing.
One of the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative's greatest
strengths is its ability to bring
partners to the table to share and
develop ideas. A few of the
partners involved include the
Departments of Agriculture,
Commerce, the Interior, and the
Environmental Protection Agency
and the Council on Environmental
Quality. Having a broad range of
partners allows for restoration
efforts to be well-rounded in their
approach and more successful.

The Great Lakes hold 21% of the
world's surface freshwater by
volume and they provide drinking
water for 30 million people,
making them incredibly important
not only to the region, but to the
nation. The Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative is
composed of projects that span
across eight states, including
Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, New York
and Pennsylvania. By coordinating
efforts and working across the
Great Lakes region, we can
continue to improve and restore
the Great Lakes.

Regional
Impact

Economic & Community Impacts
Companies Hired to Assist
with Huron Pines Projects
22 Full or Part Time Jobs Created
500+
Landowners Helped
31

Huron Pines Aquatic Resources
Program Accomplishments
River Miles Reconnected
386
Crossing
>1,500 Road/Stream
Sites Inventoried
Road/Stream Crossing
65
Sites Improved
Tons of Reduced
2,830
Sediment Input

Huron Pines Invasive Species
Program Accomplishments
Acres Protected
11,945
Pounds of Invasive
11,000 Species
Removed in 2016
200
Site Visits Each Year
Species Identified
>20 Invasive
& Treated Each Year

The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative has had a significant
impact in Northern Michigan through work completed by
Huron Pines and other partners. Since 2010, Huron Pines
has acquired $5.2 million from GLRI in grants and, by using
those federal dollars, we have been able to leverage another
$5.2 million from local funders, a 1:1 match, further
increasing the investment in our local communities.
Huron Pines has expanded its invasive species program with
funding from GLRI, protecting endangered species and
thousands of acres of land a year from the threat of invasive
species. With funding from GLRI, we have been able to
complete road/stream crossing inventories and replace
damaged culverts with timber bridges, improving river
quality and fish passage. This work has been accomplished
on the Au Sable, Manistee, Sturgeon, Black and Pigeon rivers.
Northeast Michigan is home to hundreds of lakes, thousands
of miles of streams and abundant public lands: all are key to
the local tourism economy. With several counties in the
region listed as Michigan’s poorest, protecting our natural
resources not only enhances the Great Lakes, it improves
the quality of life for residents and visitors. The GLRI
investment in Northeast Michigan goes beyond dollars to
clean water and healthy ecosystems for everyone.

GLRI IN NORTHEAST MICHIGAN

Before

After

Rifle
River
Watershed
Restoration
The Rifle River is free of dams on its

mainstream, allowing fish like trout to access
many miles of stream habitat. Much of our
work has been spent on opening up more of
its tributary streams by removing fish
passage barriers, like undersized road
culverts, and replacing them with larger
structures, like bridges. Other efforts on the
Rifle have been focused on protecting this
river by reducing the amount of polluted
runoff and sediment, which would otherwise
harm water quality. As the highest quality
tributary to the Saginaw Bay, support through
GLRI has been vital to maintaining this high
value recreational resource.

Road/Stream Crossings

Structures like dams and undersized road/stream crossings are
barriers to fish passage, contribute to erosion, lead to warming
water temperatures and can even pose a risk to human safety and
property. Huron Pines plays a lead role in restoring Northeast
Michigan’s most problematic dams and road/stream crossings,
reconnecting dozens of stream miles through dam removals and
culvert replacement projects each year. For these efforts, we
work directly with road commissions to align transportation and
ecological priorities, stretching each dollar further for the health
of our Great Lakes ecosystems. Funding from the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative helps Huron Pines bring together numerous
partners to improve damaged culverts and fish habitat.

Stormwater

Stormwater runoff comes from parking lots and other paved
surfaces and can dump pollutants into our groundwater and rivers.
Huron Pines has completed stormwater projects in Rose City and
West Branch. Rain gardens were planted in both communities,
raising awareness about stormwater runoff and providing
examples of how everyone can help. In West Branch we installed a
mechanical oil and grit separator to capture stormwater runoff
pollutants from 24 acres of West Branch. In 2014, we treated 113
acres of stormwater runoff with a custom-designed mechanical oil
and grit separator in Rose City. These projects have helped reduce
stormwater pollutants in these communities.
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Invasive Species Program

Duncan Bay

In our Forever Duncan Bay project, we are
working with partners to protect and restore
a large portion of the remaining undeveloped
natural areas near Cheboygan, MI. We will
protect 317 acres of sensitive coastal
wetland through land acquisition and
restoration activities, including invasive
species removal and stream reconnection. In
the future, citizens of all ages will be able to
experience and connect with this area by
visiting these new public nature preserves
that will be created in partnership with Little
Traverse Conservancy.

Invasive species adversely affect the habitats they invade by
displacing native species, disrupting ecosystems and damaging
commercial and natural resources. With funding from GLRI we have
been able to increase the number of acres impacted by our work
each year from 1,000 to 10,000. Because many of the sites we
treat are small populations threatening intact natural communities,
the impact of removing less than an acre at a time really means
hundreds of acres of habitat are protected, often containing rare
plant and animal species found only in the Great Lakes Basin. As
the regional coordinator of the Northeast Michigan Cooperative
Weed Management Area, Huron Pines is able to connect a wide
range of groups of people bringing diverse skills and resources to
the table for us to multiply into major impacts.

Charity Island

Our efforts at Charity Island are a prime example of how the Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative is making a difference in local
communities. We are working to conserve and restore important
migratory bird habitat by removing invasive plants and protecting
endangered native plant species. To help with this important
component of the Charity Island project, we are engaging a great
partnership of agencies, nonprofits, universities and businesses
and providing local students from Au Gres-Sims schools placebased education opportunities, fostering stewardship in the next
generation. With these combined efforts and help from partners, we
are striving to preserve our cultural and natural heritage.

National
Impact

In addition to the essential support from the EPA’s Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative program, our work would not be possible
without the support of hundreds of others. We’d especially like
to thank the major supporters contributing to our GLRI-based
projects:
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation – Sustain Our Great Lakes Program
US Fish & Wildlife Service
The Carls Foundation
ITC Holdings Corporation
Road Commissions for the counties of Cheboygan, Presque Isle,
Otsego, Oscoda, Ogemaw, Iosco, Arenac, Alpena, Roscommon,
Montmorency, Crawford and Alcona
Little Traverse Conservancy
Great Lakes Commission
US Forest Service
Au Sable North Branch Area Foundation
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation
Healing Our Waters-Great Lakes Coalition
DTE Energy Foundation
Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative Network
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Americana Foundation
Bay Area Community Foundation
Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Eagle Creek Renewable Energy
Michigan Natural Features Inventory
The Conservation Fund
Besser Foundation
The Elizabeth, Allan, & Warren Shelden Foundation
Great Lakes Fishery Trust
Natural Resources Conservation Service
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