Huron Pines

Conserving the Forests, Lakes and Streams of Northeast Michigan

Volunteer Corner

As the (consistently) warm
weather gets closer, our
calendars are filling up with great
outdoor conservation projects in
Northeast Michigan.
Throughout this newsletter,
look for the blue box to find
upcoming chances for you to
get involved. And, remember
to check www.huronpines.org
often for new and upcoming
opportunities. Be sure to RSVP in
advance to rsvp@huronpines.org
or through our website.

April 2012

Helping Land Stewardship Grow in Northeast Michigan
Note from the Executive Director
Huron Pines has recently had several opportunities to promote a new way of helping private landowners in Northeast
Michigan. We know that things have changed since the old days of conservation technical assistance available to the
public in many forms—agencies have reprioritized and budgets have changed. However, landowners’ need for help
has stayed the same or even increased while access to conservation programs has decreased, even though the funding
may still be available.
We see the need and are launching some new initiatives to help bring technical assistance back to private lands
in northern Michigan while strengthening our partnerships with agencies, local governments and other nonprofit
partners. Using this network of partners and their offerings, we’re able to serve as a gateway to multiple options; we
can help landowners do what’s best for their land on an ecosystem scale. Our unique delivery system of visiting with
individual landowners on their land and helping them choose conservation practices from a toolbox that includes
local, state and federal assistance and then working with them to implement their choices is the ultimate in one-stop
shopping.
We appreciate your support in our land stewardship efforts. Throughout this newsletter there are many ways to
get involved in our organization—look for the blue boxes with each program to see how you can assist with our
conservation efforts. If you’re a landowner in need of assistance, you know where to call: (989) 344-0753. We’ll help
you get going in the right direction!
–Brad Jensen
Executive Director

On The Cover

The Huron Pines AmeriCorps member serving at our office,
Garrett Noyes, is helping us to reach out to landowners in our
service area who live in jack pine habitat. Through his projects,
we’ll gain a better understanding of private landowners’ needs
and interests in the area, which will allow us to link them with
programs that can help meet those needs. If you are a landowner
in a jack pine area, take our online survey at

www.huronpines.org
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Pigeon and Sturgeon Rivers
A True Watershed Approach

“We need people that know it’s not just about the fish,” a DNR Fisheries Biologist stated
to us. With that, Huron Pines knew the Pigeon/Sturgeon Watershed Project was on
the right track as we recruited a broad base of watershed stakeholders from diverse
backgrounds. Assembling the team to drive conservation of the Pigeon and Sturgeon
rivers has already begun. A February 2012 meeting brought more than 40 individuals
together to set a locally-driven effort in motion. These community members represented
a robust cross-section of partners vested in these watersheds. From watershed residents
to local, state and federal governments, these partners will lead conservation activities
and guide the future of the Pigeon and Sturgeon watersheds.

Volunteer Corner

Help direct the Pigeon & Sturgeon Watershed Habitat Project and formalize your role through participation in
quarterly meetings that will serve as a public forum for prioritizing future projects; this group will help raise
funds for implementation and provide long-term sustainability for the watersheds. The next meeting will be on
May 10 at the Livingston Township Hall, followed by a site visit to the Poquette Road project site.
Represent the Pigeon & Sturgeon Watershed Habitat Project by talking to your local officials, conservation
partners, school groups and civic organizations. Huron Pines staff will provide talking points and materials for
distribution and help schedule the meetings.
Participate in training to identify target invasive species and then explore the watershed looking for them.
Information gathered will be entered into Huron Pines Invasive Species database to help guide eradication
efforts.
If you want to get your feet wet (or not, if you wear tall enough waders) helping the rivers, join us on September
8 for a Pigeon River habitat day. Or, participate in water quality monitoring on May 24 and September 20. You
can help protect a forest by learning to identify and remove invasive garlic mustard on June 4.

Below: River Restoration Project
Manager Patrick Ertel describes
upcoming activities planned
for the Pigeon and Sturgeon
watersheds on February 16.
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Rifle River Watershed Restoration
The Three Ps to success—People, Partners, Projects

A watershed is comprised of land, water, and people—each intricately linked to the
other. Understanding the relationship between these component parts is essential
to achieving successful watershed restoration.
The Rifle River Watershed project is striving to reduce the amount of soil and
nutrient pollution entering the river, at the boundary where land meets water and
beyond. By combining conservation techniques—habitat restoration, stewardship
of upland agricultural and forested areas, municipal stormwater management,
and coalition building—Huron Pines is spreading the message that how land is
managed affects water quality and that local momentum is needed to drive future
watershed protection.

Volunteer Corner

Help direct the development of the Rifle
River Watershed Plan by attending quarterly
Technical Committee meetings (May 22, July
10, September 18, and a November 6 resource
tour) and watershed management plan public
meetings (June 28 and July 12). Join in our
field inventories by helping to assess erosion
or pollution sites on the river. Report invasive
species throughout the watershed on our
website, www.huronpines.org.
Join us on June 9 for the annual Volunteer
Stream Monitoring Day with the Mershon
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, August 21 for a
land stewardship workshop and September 14
for a rain garden planting day in West Branch.

Top: Agricultural land is an important component to the
Rifle River Watershed. Best Management Practices help
reduce pollution while improving landowners’ economic
outlook.
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Bottom: Erosion is common at the outside bends of
a river, but soil can be kept from washing away by
installing a variety of erosion control Best Management
Practices.

Invasive Species
Protecting Our Wetlands Is Big Business

The Huron Pines Invasive Species SWAT team is gearing
up to kill more invasive plants this summer, but since
our program has grown over the past few years, their
schedule is packed. At the same time, local landscapers,
city parks departments, and other professionals have
the skills—and often the economic need—to pick up
some of these projects. As part of a new grant from the
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality’s Coastal
Management Program (funded through the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration), we will be
working with some of these local organizations to give
them the tools to increase their business offerings and
improve the local economy. This year’s trainings and onthe-ground projects as part of our overall Cooperative
Weed Management Area activities will serve as a model
for invasive species programs throughout the Great
Lakes.

A stalk of phragmites can grow
through pavement—or between
the parts of a metal and wood
fence, as seen here in Iosco
County. The Invasive Species SWAT
Team will help train volunteers and
professionals on what to look for
and how to get rid of it in 2012.

Volunteer Corner

Report invasive species through our new web tool, located in the resources
section of our website. Or, help organize treatments by collecting landowner
forms and permissions, setting up treatment dates, spreading invasive species
awareness and supporting larger regional treatments. Contact Jennifer at
jennifer@huronpines.org to learn more.
Sign up to monitor and remove invasive garlic mustard and purple loosestrife
in your favorite recreation spot, or join the SWAT team for a day.
Upcoming volunteer events also include a garlic mustard pull in Otsego County
on June 4 and a coastal phragmites removal on September 26.
Huron Pines will be hosting a second annual Invasive Species Summit for
partners, this year on June 7. The public is welcome to attend and provide
input on the Northeast Michigan Cooperative Weed Management Area
activities.

Help Promote the Fight Against Invasive Species
We recently distributed 10,000 information packets about
coastal invasive species to our Lake Huron shoreline
landowners and businesses. If you would like a copy of this
informative newsletter, or a copy of the accompanying poster
to display at your business, contact us.

www.huronpines.org
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New Project: Thunder Bay River Watershed
Site Prioritization Helps to Extend Watershed Funding

One of the first steps to implementing restoration projects is to identify “conservation
opportunities” within our watersheds. To accomplish this, detailed field inventories
are conducted and the information is compiled. In the case of the Thunder Bay River
Watershed, there are over 500 sites where roads cross over the river and its tributaries.
These sites are often sources of sediment pollution from gravel roads and can be fish
barrier areas where existing culverts are undersized or perched. Though the site-specific
information is very important we also look at the characteristics within the watershed
and try to work on the highest-quality systems first. We also look for areas where we
can “bundle” several projects together, thus achieving the biggest conservation impact
we can. Through this process we identified 38 priority sites in the watershed and were
able to successfully raise nearly a half million dollars from the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation to implement projects at 10 of the most severe road/stream crossing sites
in the watershed. This also provides us with momentum to increase public awareness
and develop other projects that will have a beneficial impact on the water resources and
wildlife habitat in Northeast Michigan.

Volunteer Corner

The two submerged culverts on the left are
undersized and impede fish passage. They will be
replaced with one much larger culvert or a singlespan bridge like the one shown at the right.
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Volunteers can get involved by attending local
planning meetings (project kickoff meeting will
be held May 16), assisting with water quality
monitoring and inventories or by raising awareness
about water quality, land stewardship and invasive
species through hosting a backyard presentation for
landowners.
July 20 is the day to participate in a hands-on
watershed monitoring project. RSVP to Jill at rsvp@
huronpines.org.

Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Innovation for Conservation

“That’s a great idea but who has the time and funding
to implement it?” These words were often heard among
conservation partners. Everyone saw the need.
Landowners called with questions about forest
management. Teachers asked if there was someone
who could present a wildlife lesson. Reports of invasive
species invading our wetlands poured in.
Fortunately, Huron Pines was listening and launched an
AmeriCorps program in 2007, the only program of its
kind in Michigan. Since that time, conservation partners
have been able to receive the time and talents of a
dedicated AmeriCorps member for a 10- or 6-month
term of service. Over 50 AmeriCorps members have
come through the program strengthening natural
resource conservation in our region. Visit the program
website, www.huronpinesamericorps.org, to see what
great things we have planned for 2012.

Volunteer Corner

Become an AmeriCorps member for a day: join any of our members
at their host sites or in the field to see how their service is helping
conservation in northern Michigan. Make sure to sign up for volunteer
events organized by our members at their host sites and in conjunction
with Huron Pines.
Spend a day helping our members clean up the Alpena Heritage Trail and
streambank on Saturday, August 4.
Organizations who are interested in hosting an AmeriCorps member
for 2013 should apply by August 31, 2012 (application will be available
online). Recruiting for full-time positions (January 7–November 1, 2013)
starts September 14.

“Like” Conservation in Northeast
Michigan

Huron Pines has a new way of reaching our friends
and partners online: a facebook page. “Like” us
and receive project updates, see photos and videos
and join the conversation about what’s going on
outdoors in Northeast Michigan.

www.huronpines.org

Huron Pines AmeriCorps just
started its fifth year of service as
the only conservation-oriented
AmeriCorps program in the
state. Visit our website
or facebook page to see
photos and updates of
members’ projects.
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Huron Pines Events
New Location, More Conservation

There is a lot to be optimistic about when it comes to stream restoration and land stewardship in Northeast Michigan.
We have hands-on conservation projects taking place at a level never seen before, benefiting both the region’s
economy and our forests, lakes and streams. With the continuing growth in opportunities to work with our partners
and others to better protect resources in Northeast Michigan, Huron Pines is pleased to announce that we now have
an office that meets our space and operational needs.
While visitors to our office know we have been cramped for quite some time, we had been attempting to lease
additional space in our present location. However, with the recent purchase of the building by Crawford County and
their plans to convert the sought-after additional space into a health clinic, we were forced to look elsewhere to meet
our needs. To cause the least disruption to the large amount of conservation work we have scheduled this year, our
Board acted expeditiously to evaluate a dozen potential new offices and is pleased to announce that we have recently
reached an agreement for a new office, located at 4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2; Gaylord, MI 49735.
We will be moving into the new space at the end of April and ask our partners for a little patience as we make that
move. We are confident that it will help us better serve our Northeast Michigan service area. Thanks for all the support
in helping us grow!
Save the date: help us celebrate our new home by
attending an open house on Friday, May 25 from 3 to 5 p.m.
Refreshments will be provided. RSVP to Jill at (989) 344-0753
ext. 21 or rsvp@huronpines.org. Look for more details to
come in our eNews.

Volunteer Corner

Come out to the “big water” of the Au Sable River on
May 30 to reduce erosion through a high-intensity,
hands-on project.
Take a boat ride around Higgins Lake and learn from
the experts about greenbelting, erosion control and
invasive species on June 10.

Order Now

Huron Pines has completed our book, Leading Small Dam
Removal: A Guidebook for Understanding the Natural
and Social Characteristics. Hard copies are available for
$15. To purchase a hard copy, please contact Jill at (989)
344-0753 x21 or email jill@huronpines.org or read an
electronic version online at www.huronpines.org.

Our new building. Visit us here
starting in May!
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Check our online calendar frequently for volunteer
opportunities like assisting with mailings and filing,
education events and new volunteer events. You can
RSVP online at www.huronpines.org or through Jill at
(989) 344-0753 ext. 21 or rsvp@huronpines.org.

Recent Supporters
The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are thankful for the support of our members and
project contributors. These contributors are directly responsible for making our work possible.
Special Thanks to
Our Major Donors
$20,000+
The Americana Foundation
Anglers of the Au Sable
The Carls Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation
Saginaw Bay Watershed
Initiative Network (WIN)
The Elizabeth, Allan, & Warren
Shelden Foundation
$5,000+
Au Sable North Branch Area
Foundation
DTE Energy Foundation
Great Lakes Commission
Healing Our Waters-Great Lakes
Coalition
Higgins Lake Foundation
Michigan Fly Fishing Club
Mullett Lake Area Preservation
Society
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Upper Black River Council

William B. Mershon Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
Oscoda County
Sustainers $500 - $999
Ann Arbor Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
E. James “Chip” and Betsy Erwin
Joe and Judi Jarecki
Robert and Michaele Malecki
Frank “Bob” Perrin Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
Roger Rasmussen
Mark and Pam Rohr
Roscommon County
Paul and Carol Rose
Katharine Ryan
Pat and Vicki Springstead
Twin Lakes Property Owners
Association

Watershed Champions $2,500+
Au Sable River Property Owners
Association
Challenge Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter
of Trout Unlimited
Rice Family Foundation/Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur L. Rice, III
Au Sable Big Water Preservation
Association

Special Thanks to Our Agency
Funders
Michigan Community Service
Commission
Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality
Michigan Department of Military
& Veterans Affairs
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources
Michigan Natural Features
Inventory
Natural Resources Conservation
Service
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service

River Patrons $1,000 - $2,499
Eric Bankhead and Connie
Schrieber
Gregory and Cecilia Bator
Thomas Buhr
Clinton Valley Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Community Foundation for
Northeast Michigan - Mr. and
Mrs. O.B. Eustis Memorial Fund
Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan
Dawson Kure Family
Grayrock Rodmakers Gathering

Partners $100 - $499
William and Debra Anderson
Dick and Marilyn Augustine
Don and Kathy Burkley
Cheboygan County
John Dallas
Michael and Darcy Dombrowski
Mike and Joan Ehrmantraut
John and Lois Elder
Jim and Linda Gregart, Big Paw
Wildlife Conservancy
Gerald Heinrich
Mike and Sue Inman
Iosco County

Keith and Catherine Konvalinka
Frank and Theresa Krist
Leif and Lois Lindblom
John Lindsay
Greg and Diana McComas
Mike McGraw
Rick and Anne Meeks
Paul Mesack
William Middleton
Hank and Terri Milius
Montmorency County
Montmorency County
Conservation Club
Guy Moulthrop
Thomas and Rosemary Mullaney
Gordon and Vernie Nethercut
James and Mikel O’Neill
Otsego County
Otsego County Road Commission
Keith and Wendy Petherick
Jack and Ruth Pilon
Presque Isle Conservation District
Presque Isle County
Roscommon County
Mark Slown
Bob Spence
Glenn Rudy
Sturgeon For Tomorrow
Fred and Carole Swinehart
Thunder Bay Audubon Society
Jay and Bev Trucks
Supporters
Rick and Carol Annesser
Anne Belanger
Jason Benson
Lauren Best
David and Kathleen Boyd
Don and Deborah Boyd
Don Brown
Leonard and Maureen Butski
James and Sharon Carlson
David Carron
Cedar Sweeper Publications LLC
Ronald Conger
Mary Cox
Brian Crabtree
Michael and Terri Cwik
Mark and Mary Cyccone
Roderick and Mary Ann Daane
John Deming
John Dempsey
Dale and Norma Ewart
Ruth Favro

Scott and Christine Foster
John and Wendy Frye
Elizabeth Gauthier-Rabaut
Robert Gillenwater
Bob and Karla Grant
Lorne and Shirley Greenwood
Laura Hansmann
Tom and Barbara Harkleroad
Fred, Ursula and Carol Heine
David Herrmann
Houghton Lake Improvement
Board
Jim Jarecki
Brad Jensen and Rebecca Benson
George and Jan Jury
Gloria and Bob Kerry
Michael Lakatos
Daniel and Carol Lasky
Todd Ledingham
Charles Lyon
Constance MacClaren
Randy and Jeanette Mateer
Glen and Diane Matthews
Frank McDonald
Ken and Kathy Melvin
Cliff Miller, Tri-County Agency,
Inc.
Ken Mruk
Gary and Tess Nelkie
Robert and Christa Nicholson
Dick Pastula
Donald and Dorothy Peacor
Dennis and Lindy Peterson
Kenneth and Carolyn Pierce
Roy and Cindy Prentice
James Roberts
Roscommon Township
Keith Ross
Dave Roush
Tony and Jill Scarzo
Don Schwartz
Thomas Seeley and Jacqueline
Seeley
Bill and Denise Semion
Jerry Smith and Linda Arlt Smith
George Snyder
Donette Lind Spiekerman
Richard Stevenson
Elizabeth Strauss
Eric Van Poucker
and Ronald
Smith
Noel Walker
Joseph Wildberg
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Special Thanks To...
Albert Township Hall for letting Huron Pines use their meeting room for our Thunder Bay project Engineer
Proposal Meeting
Michigan Fly Fishing Club for providing us with free vendor space at the annual Michigan Fly Fishing Expo
Board members David Smith and Jerry Rucker for helping out at our Michigan Fly Fishing Expo booth
Rob Burg at Hartwick Pines for leading a winter hike during the January AmeriCorps orientation
Heather Rawlings for speaking at the March AmeriCorps training
February 18 Marl Lake Ski Event: Michigan Department of Natural Resources; Stan Prevost, Don Mason, David
Smith and the Grayling Photography Society for photography lessons; Jim Morse for keeping the fire and hot
chocolate warm
Land Information Access Association and Jim Muratzki for getting our new website launched
Livingston Township for the use of their space for the Pigeon-Sturgeon public meeting.
Our 2012 Annual Meeting speakers: Carolyn Bloodworth, of the Consumers Energy Foundation and chair of the
Michigan Community Service Commission, and Paul Thomas, Regional Coordinator for the Environmental
Protection Agency
Carol Moncrieff Rose for her help signing in meeting attendees
David Nadolsky and Elaine Carlson for leading our Board Nominating Committee
Tom Carlson for chairing the O.B. Eustis Awards Selection Committee
In-kind support is a principal source of matching funds for Huron Pines
projects. One such source has helped to raise awareness about many
Huron Pines projects: the Info Northeast publication, The Guide. For 2012,
their in-kind support has totaled $1,800! We appreciate all they do, from
printing articles to promoting conservation as they travel around the state
distributing The Guide. Check their website for more information:
www.infonortheast.com.

Pick up your free copy of this great local
paper at businesses across northeast
Michigan, including Huron Pines!

The Elizabeth, Allen, & Warren Shelden
Foundation recently granted Huron Pines $20,000
for our conservation work in Northeast Michigan.
This type of funding is crucial match for our many
state and federal grant sources, and will be used to
fill the gaps in funding for outreach projects,
staff time and travel, program development,
and much more. Thank you!
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In Honor Of
Roger Eriksson from Merry Mates, 1st United UMC for
his wonderful presentation on Michigan Warblers
Jill Scarzo from the Michigan Tree Farm Committee
Brad Jensen from Darcy Rutkowski for all the help given
to the UP RC&D
Dave Smrchek from Wolverine Power Cooperative
In Memory Of
Clare L. Garner from Barbara Babcock
Rob Morley from Frank Baker
Mary McCarthy from Patrick and Judith Benson
Edward Bozynski from George Bozynski
Elizabeth Herberg from Otto and Darlene Brantley
Herman Lunden from Herman and Dorothy Miller
Jean Petoskey from Merrill “Pete” Petoskey
Ted Thomas from Ralph and Nancy Rucinski
Susan Smith from Jason Ward

Board and Staff
New Board Member: Anne Belanger

As Regional Outreach/Program Director and grant writer
at Presque Isle District Library, Anne Belanger has the
opportunity to partner with other organizations to bring
educational outreach programs to the general public of all
ages. Some of the programs are part of a series such as the
Wildlife Series, which focuses on nature, conservation and
the Great Lakes. Another is the LEGECI program that includes
hands-on classes where students can build bat houses, rain
barrels, learn about native plantings and much more.
With over 28 years in film/video production, and being an Emmy award–winning
producer, her focus is on the documentary format. Anne hopes to use her skills to bring
many of the Huron Pines educational programs and outreach initiatives to a broader
audience through this format.
Anne states:
My interest in nature like so many outdoor enthusiasts started when I was a
child. Family camping vacations throughout the United States included many
outdoor activities such as hiking, horseback riding, bicycling, kayaking, and
skiing. To this day they continue to be my sporting passions. Conservation and
preserving the natural resources is foremost today; a concern about invasive
species, climate change, and threats to plant and animal habitats is a priority
to me.
Welcome, Anne!

New Project Manager: Sam Prentice

Huron Pines welcomed its newest Watershed Project
Manager to the staff this past January. As a project manager,
Sam Prentice is managing the design, selection, and
placement of road/stream crossing structures in the Thunder
Bay River Watershed. Sam came to Huron Pines after
graduating from Michigan State University with a Bachelor’s
degree in Biosystems Engineering. Originally from Southeast
Michigan, Sam enjoyed growing up and working at an MSU
Extension Property managed by his father, Roy Prentice.
At the MSU Tollgate Education Center, he learned the
importance of land stewardship, different natural resource
conservation practices and the importance of balancing project planning with onsite implementation in the field. When he is not at work, he is co-coaching the
Junior Varsity Boys Baseball Team at Grayling High School. Go Vikings!
Huron Pines would like to say goodbye and good luck to Ron
Young, Alcona County Road Commission manager/engineer,
who retired in March. Ron and the Road Commission have
been instrumental in our partnership with the U.S. Forest
Service to bring $1 million to Alcona County for road/stream
crossing improvements (including the Fowler Road crossing
at right).

Huron Pines
501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738

Phone: (989) 344-0753
E-mail: info@huronpines.org
Website: www.huronpines.org

Board of Directors

Connie Schrieber, Chair
Jerry Rucker, Vice Chairman
Tom Young, Treasurer
Joe Jarecki, Secretary
Anne Belanger
Ned Caveney
Roger Rasmussen
Paul Rose
David Smith
Kris Sorgenfrei

Executive Director
Brad Jensen

Staff

Lisha Ramsdell,
Program Director
Abigail Ertel,
Watershed Project Manager
Patrick Ertel,
Restoration Project Manager
Jennifer Muladore, Ecologist
Sam Prentice, Watershed Project
Manager
Ken Reed,
Restoration Specialist
Tim Engelhardt,
Restoration Specialist
Casey Ressl,
AmeriCorps Coordinator
Susan La Vanture,
Staff Accountant
Jill Scarzo,
Program Assistant
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Huron Pines
501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738

Address Service Requested

Get Connected

We have several new online tools to help get the public involved in
conservation throughout northern Michigan. You can now report an
invasive species sighting with our online report form and map, available at
our newly redesigned website.
If you live in central Northeast Michigan, please fill out our online survey to
help direct our new jack pine ecosystem education program.
If you want to see the results of road/stream crossings inventories in the
Au Sable and Rifle River watersheds, visit www.northernmichiganstreams.
org.
Coming soon: an interactive landowner toolkit and online watershed input
forms on our website and more road/stream crossings inventories and
small dams inventories on the streams website.

www.huronpines.org
www.northernmichiganstreams.org

This organization is an equal opportunity provider.
Huron Pines is a not-for-profit, nongovernmental, 501(c)(3) organization serving
Alcona, Alpena, Cheboygan, Crawford, Iosco, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle and Roscommon counties.

