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Explore Your
Woodland Wetland

Spring is a great time of year
for you to become a “citizen
scientist” by exploring local
wetlands. You might find a
salamander egg mass like Joy
Leisen (pictured) or other
signs of life returning
to the land.

Letter from the Director
Things to Be Excited About in Northeast Michigan

Optimism always seems to run higher in spring than in other seasons. But this spring, after a tough winter, there truly
are a number of things in Northeast Michigan to be excited about.
Take, for instance, the Pigeon River. At long last, an agreement is in place among all parties and the Song of the Morning
dam is going to finally come out. This project is the number one priority for restoring the river and its completion will
mean miles of river restored to its natural state.
In the Au Sable Watershed local groups, landowners, industry and government are working together to support and
implement a list of the highest priority projects over the next few years. Never before in the history of the Au Sable has
there been this big of a project undertaking with a long-lasting impact.
Along the coastline, our community-based approach to invasive species management continues to see a decline in the
amount of invasive phragmites that would otherwise ruin this unique Great Lakes habitat.
Our work in the Northern Saginaw Bay Region is made possible by many partners and funders. In the years to come, it
will lead to cleaner water, better access to recreational opportunities, healthier beaches and improved wildlife habitat.
The projects Northeast Michigan students are doing through the Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative (check out their
website if you haven’t already) are simply amazing. They’re getting out of the classroom and into the outdoors, doing
meaningful studies and projects far beyond anything I did in school.
When I hear people talk about their concerns for the future, I want to share with them what I see. I see a very bright
future because I see youth understanding and engaging in the natural world. When I see the type of things Great Lakes
Stewardship Initiative students are doing and the types of impact our Huron Pines AmeriCorps members are having,
I see the leaders of tomorrow already becoming the leaders of today. We couldn’t accomplish nearly as much as we
do without the help of our special group of AmeriCorps members, who share their talents and enthusiasm with us by
participating in the program for a year. It’s a great opportunity for bright, talented youth from Michigan to get on the
path to employment and it also attracts highly motivated people from across the country. Their efforts are inspiring.
The people at Huron Pines are helping with the important efforts mentioned above. If you are not already, I’d encourage
you to engage in these programs at whatever level of involvement or support is right for you. Thank you for your
interest and help in making Northeast Michigan a better place!
–Brad Jensen, Executive Director

“We have found Huron Pines volunteer events to be well organized, especially
for people like us who don’t know what we’re doing. They’re (Huron Pines staff)
friendly and there’s a lot of camaraderie out on these projects. You never feel out
of place and they are open to anything we may ask. And yes, we are planning on
volunteering this year!”
–Gary Vetter
Huron Pines Member
Au Sable River Property Owner
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Become a member today and support more
families getting involved in conservation!

A New Approach to Habitat

Helping Our Most Threatened Wildlife

Our staff has a wide range of outside interests that enrich our projects by adding knowledge or encouraging innovative approaches to old problems. Joy Leisen, one of our newest
staff members, has a passion for herpetofauna—that is, reptiles and amphibians. One new
perspective that she has researched is the idea that our typical instream habitat structures
and shoreline projects can easily be modified to expand the range of species that can use
them as habitat—from fish and insects to reptiles and amphibians as well.
Currently, over 60% of our state’s herpetofauna are considered rare or Species of Greatest
Conservation Need. Their life histories that include migration between wetlands and upland
sites mean they’re doubly targeted by threats like development, erosion, pollution or other
disturbance. Because so many rare and endangered species such as the Blanding’s turtle, wood turtle, Eastern massasauga rattlesnake and others occupy Northeast Michigan’s
watersheds, it is important for us to help them by extending their habitat where we can to
improve and strengthen the biodiversity of our native communities.
Enter the Michigan Amphibian and Reptile Best Management Practices manual, a book developed by Herpetological
Resource & Management, LLC to help improve and maintain the viability of Michigan amphibian and reptile populations using the best available science. Huron Pines met with David Mifsud, author of the book, on May 6 for a training
on some of these Best Management Practices (BMPs) and field identification of some local
reptiles and amphibians. Some of the BMPs that we will be incorporating into our
projects include submitting animal sightings to the state Herp Atlas, which
helps to establish baseline data for existing populations within the state;
avoiding critical habitat areas during construction; timing projects (like
herbicide applications) to avoid impacting migrations or sensitive life
stages; creating gradual slopes and basking areas; and repurposing
cleared vegetation as habitat structures. Visit the resources section
of our website (click on the Learn tab) for a link to the manual.
Huron Pines will also be offering some special opportunities for
landowners interested in herpetofauna: we have organized several
days of specialized site visits from August 13 to 17 with David Mifsud
to help landowners identify and protect reptile and amphibian habitat on their properties. Visit www.huronpines.org for more information
or contact our office at (989) 448-2293 ext. 21 to get on the site visit list
today. Space is limited!
David Mifsud helps Huron Pines staff identify salamander
and frog egg masses at a recent training.
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Invasive Species
Same Successful Program; Bigger Reach Thanks to Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative Funding

The Huron Pines Invasive Species Program has steadily worked its way down
the Lake Huron coastline in Northeast Michigan since 2009, fighting invasive
plants like phragmites that threaten our beautiful beaches. Since 2012, we have
also been finding and removing invasive species throughout our entire service
area, but only in amounts limited by our coastally focused funding sources.
This year, we are pleased to announce new funding that will enable us to
expand our invasive species programming throughout Northeast Michigan,
including inland areas that need more attention and addressing more species.
Huron Pines’ Northeast Michigan Cooperative Weed Management Area was
awarded $250,000 from the Environmental Protection Agency Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative-Invasive Species program. These funds will go toward
finding and treating invasive plants in all parts of our service area using our
successful two-pronged approach of on-the-ground treatment and consistent
outreach efforts to landowners and partners. We still need your support:
donations help to support these grant dollars and continue to bring more
funding directly to landowners and businesses in the region.
You can help us establish weed-free zones in Northeast Michigan and fight
back against invasive plants by reporting species you find, attending volunteer
events and trainings and encouraging your friends and neighbors to be on the
lookout for invasive species. Our SWAT Team will be in full force this year, led by
Invasive Species Coordinator Tim Engelhardt. Give Tim a call at (989) 448-2293
ext. 24 or e-mail him at tim@huronpines.org to set up a free site visit to your
property to look for invasive species and help you make decisions about what
next steps to take.

Invasive Hitchhikers Beware!

Boats entering the water in Northeast Michigan this summer
will be a little bit cleaner and free of invasive plants that
have hitched rides on their hulls and propellers. The Huron
Pines Invasive Species SWAT Team will be operating a mobile
boat washing station throughout the summer as part of a
partnership with the U.S. Forest Service to increase invasive
species awareness and reduce accidental introduction of
aquatic invasive plants. Look for the boat wash starting
in June, or request it at a special event by contacting Tim
Engelhardt.

Photo courtesy of Hydro Engineering, Inc.
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Emily Sewell of the NRCS (and former
Huron Pines AmeriCorps member!) helps
out with hand-swiping invasive phragmites
at the Mich-E-Ke-Wis Park volunteer
event last September.

Join
the Effort

Show your support for
invasive species management in
Northeast Michigan by becoming part
of our Cooperative Weed Management
Area. Interest groups, associations, local
governments, school groups and businesses are
all invited to sign on to the agreement and attend
our annual meeting on July 17 at Brush Creek
MIll in Hillman, where we’ll be celebrating
partnership successes and learning the
latest in invasive species control.
Contact Tim Engelhardt for more
information.

Community Engagement
Opening Day is Here
The 2014 migration season is well underway, and Kirtland’s warblers
are making the trip back to their breeding grounds in Northeast
Michigan for the summer. To celebrate the start of another year of
sustainable population numbers, Huron Pines is hosting a special
reception featuring a talk by Master Birder Greg Miller, who
inspired the book and movie The Big Year, starring Jack Black.
The public is welcome at this event, which will be held on June 12
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Grayling Ramada Inn. Tickets cost
$20 and pre-registration is required. Please visit www.huronpines.
org/KirtlandsRSVP.asp to learn more and register by June 5. Or, call
Development Services Coordinator Shelley Martinez at
(989) 448-2293 ext. 15. We hope to see you there!

Volunteers (including Abigail Ertel and MUCC’s Drew
YoungeDyke, pictured here) braved the rain to plant jack
pine in the Au Sable River Watershed during the first Huron
Pines volunteer day of 2014 on May 2.

The Kirtland’s warbler has a lot going on this year! Visit
www.kirtlandswarbler.org to read about the Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance,
Endangered Species List developments and how you can help support a
sustainable population of this charismatic little bird.
New Community Programs
Have you ever wanted to learn a little more about wildlife and
habitat in Northern Michigan? Huron Pines is partnering with
North Central Michigan College and the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources to hold an education series at the
MTEC Center in Gaylord this summer, called “Conservation
and Community.” Students of all ages will learn about the
natural world and its connection to Michigan’s economy
and communities through five classroom and field sessions.
The series is $80.00 and includes course materials and a
Conservation Champion certificate. Contact Joy Leisen at
(989) 448-2293 ext. 26 or joy@huronpines.org to learn more.
We’re working like never before to engage members of the
Northeast Michigan community in conservation. Town hall
meetings, watershed summits and special events like legislative
tours help us to spread awareness of conservation issues while
getting input from the people who know the land the best.
Visit the new Community Engagement page on our website to
find out how you can get involved.

Huron Pines, the Michigan Natural Features Inventory
and the Montmorency County Conservation Club are
working together to establish a volunteer vernal pools
monitoring program. More volunteers are welcome—
contact Joy Leisen to join us!
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Song of the Morning Dam Removal
What to Expect when the Highest Priority Project on the Pigeon Starts this Year
The time has finally come for the Pigeon River to flow freely for the first time in over 100 years. After a
lengthy negotiation process between the State of Michigan, Golden Lotus, Inc. (the landowner), the Pigeon
River Country Association and Michigan Trout Unlimited, a Consent Judgment was reached requiring the
gradual drawdown of the current pond in 2014, with the partnership moving forward in an additional
collaborative agreement to fully remove the dam and replace it with a bridge. Huron Pines will be the
project manager of the dam removal and will work with all partners to ensure an ecologically sound
project moves forward. This project has been listed as the top priority in the Cheboygan River Watershed
Assessment by the Department of Natural Resources and is a major priority for partners in the area as well.
While the long-term goal for the project includes a natural river and better fishing opportunities throughout
the watershed, here’s what you can expect to see happen in the next two years.
1. The Drawdown
Once the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) determines the Pigeon River’s flows have stabilized for
the year, the drawdown will begin. Under a DEQ permit for
the drawdown, a sediment management plan has been put
in place. Engineers have formulated a schedule to lower the
dam a few inches at a time over the entire summer, which
will prevent the river from carrying too much sediment
downstream as the pond dries up.
For the first few months, there may be several channels as the
water cuts through the sediment to create a gradual elevation
change from upstream to downstream of the dam. Eventually,
there should be one main channel in a floodplain that will
become more firm as it drains. The water will appear cloudy at
first, but will clear up as the stream settles into its channel.

2. Finding A Course
Lowering the water level slowly will also allow the river to find
its own course—creating riffles and bends as it establishes
a new streambed. Over time, we hope to see a more solid
riverbed of gravel and cobbles and a stabilized bank with
native plants growing on it to prevent the years of built-up
sediment from eroding away.
As shown in this photo from the 2012 Miller Creek dam
removal project, plants began to recolonize within weeks of
the water level reduction. Similarly, the sediment that has
built up behind the Song of the Morning Dam is primarily
muck that is filled with nutrients and seeds—a perfect recipe
for plants to grow as soon as they have air and light to spur
them along.
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Pigeon River Watershed

Watch the Pigeon River Heal
Follow the dam removal process
through updates on our website.
We’ll be collecting photos and
videos as the project moves
forward, as well as creating a media
list for articles and features done by
local media.

www.huronpines.org
3. Flowing Free
Once the impoundment has been fully lowered and the upstream
sediment has begun to dry out, the next phase of the project will be
to remove the dam structure and construct a new bridge. This enables
the landowners to access all of their property while allowing for
aquatic organism passage in the river.
The exciting part about this final step is that because it is outside the
scope of the Consent Judgment, it is voluntary by the landowners and
partners. Funding for this portion of the project has been approved
and was the top priority of the State of Michigan’s Aquatic Habitat
Grant Program that results from the recent increase in fishing and
hunting licenses—keeping those dollars in Northeast Michigan where
they’ll benefit future hunting and fishing. Golden Lotus, Inc. has
pledged another $100,000 in cash and in-kind match. The project
is currently about 2/3 funded. Find out how you can contribute by
contacting Program Director Lisha Ramsdell at (989) 448-2293 ext. 29
or lisha@huronpines.org.
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Special Help Makes Our Work Possible
Bringing Conservation to Our Communities

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest
Huron Pines Ambassadors: Paul Kogelschatz, Mark Janeczko, Stephen Pels, Tom Lenartowicz, Jack Marlette, Ethan
Winchester, Matthew Pollard, Roger Witherbee, Arnie
Leriche and David Smith. Huron Pines Ambassadors are
volunteers who take their service to the next level by using
their personal talents and expertise to help the organization
make a difference. Ambassador-led initiatives that are revving up include the production of a couple of short videos
about Huron Pines projects, a new vernal pools monitoring
program and other efforts like giving community outreach
presentations, planting trees and exploring a revival of the
Kirtland’s Warbler Festival for 2015. If you’re interested in
joining the group, contact Special Projects Coordinator Joy
Leisen at (989) 448-2293 ext. 26 or joy@huronpines.org.

Huron Pines Ambassadors at their 2014 Spring Meeting.

Northern Saginaw Bay: Making a Difference from the Headwaters to
Lake Huron

New Watershed Project Manager Josh Leisen spent the winter finishing up a draft of
the Rifle River Watershed Management Plan, and is now moving his sights to onthe-ground projects. Josh and Sarah Brokus, the AmeriCorps member serving with
Huron Pines for the Northern Saginaw Bay Watershed, recently began visiting with
landowners in the watershed with the aim of reducing invasive species, pollution and
sediment while helping landowners accomplish their goals for their own land.
Huron Pines is also receiving assistance from the Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy
and the Arenac Conservation district—both organizations are helping us to meet
with as many landowners as possible and they will be promoting our cost-share
program to landowners throughout the Northern Saginaw Bay Watershed. Thanks
to these great partners for helping to make a difference in this crucial Great Lakes
subwatershed.

The East Branch Au Gres River
(also known as Whitney Drain)
is a major priority for projects
to stop sediment and pollution
In other project news, we have several road/stream crossing projects planned for
from flowing to Saginaw Bay and
thie summer and fall, which will improve aquatic passage and reconnect stretches of
degrading water quality at area
the upper watershed to the lower, allowing for higher water quality all the way down
beaches.
to Lake Huron. Stay tuned to our eNews and website for updates!

Spread Out Your Donation and Help Nature!

Every dollar counts. Whether you like to fish, hunt, hike, kayak or view
wildlife, Huron Pines is helping to protect your favorite outdoor recreational
spots. Please consider joining our monthly giving club and spreading out
your donation. Even $10/month helps! It’s easy and you can modify your
donation at any time.
You can sign up at www.huronpines.org/donate or contact Shelley Martinez
our Development Services Coordinator at (989) 448-2293 ext. 15. When
you join, you automatically become a member of Huron Pines and reap the
benefits. And so does nature!
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Watershed Projects
Ready, Set, Go—The Au Sable River Watershed Project Moves
Forward At a Run

The Au Sable River Watershed Project is ready to break ground on the highestpriority projects in the watershed, thanks to hard work and commitment from the
project Steering Committee. Over the winter, the group discussed and prioritized
implementation project sites for fish passage, erosion, invasive species and other
issues and will be moving forward with the on-the-ground work later this year.
These projects are funded through the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s
Sustain Our Great Lakes program, DNR Habitat Improvement Account, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service and Au Sable North Branch Area Foundation
with assistance from the many watershed groups, road commissions and
foundations that love this coldwater river and the lands that feed it.
Because the planning process was so thorough and diverse partners have all had
the chance to vet these projects, we are set to get going quickly with permits and
engineering as needed. Projects on tap to start this year include the following:

At their January meeting, the
Au Sable project Steering
Committee prioritized sites for
work using information from our
Mega List.

Grayling Hatchery Dam Bypass
Located on the East Branch of the Au Sable River in Crawford County, a water control
structure within the hatchery prevents migration of aquatic species upstream. Designing
and implementing a fish passage plan for species to bypass the dam will allow passage for
28 miles upstream, one of the highest priorities for partners that are part of the steering
committee. Huron Pines will be working toward project implementation in the late
summer/fall of 2014.
South Branch River flowing under Rollways Road
This paved road/stream crossing was recently replaced in Iosco County, but the new
structure was not embedded far enough into the streambed. The U.S. Forest Service has set
aside $50,000 toward implementation of improvements at this site. Using funds to embed
the existing structure further underneath the streambed or raise the downstream riffle
elevation would increase fish passage for more than 11 miles upstream.
Mason Tract Japanese Barberry Treatment
The DNR, Au Sable Watershed Committee and Mason-Griffith Trout Unlimited efforts to
treat invasive Japanese barberry have been going strong for two years, treating over 20
acres of this nasty shrub on the banks of the South Branch. Staff and volunteers will use
herbicide to prevent it from taking over the forest understory.
West Branch Big Creek-Lovells Instream Habitat
Habitat degradation and sand loads in the West Branch of Big Creek near Lovells is a priority
for the Au Sable North Branch Area Foundation. Huron Pines has met with local community
members and the DNR Fisheries Biologist to develop an action plan for implementing at
least 1¼ mile of instream habitat enhancement by placing whole trees along stretches of
the creek in 2014. Huron Pines will also be working with a contractor to monitor the effects
of sand movement within the system and how the tree placement changes the existing
aquatic habitat.
These projects are just a sampling of those we’ll be working on in the next two years—we
have over 20 and counting, so we need your support! To get involved in the Au Sable River
Watershed efforts or to find more information, contact Sam Prentice at (989) 448-2293
ext. 17 or samuel@huronpines.org.
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Huron Pines Supporters

Special Thanks to Our Major Donors
$20,000+
The Carls Foundation
Great Lakes Fishery Trust
National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation
Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative
Network (WIN)
The Elizabeth, Allan, & Warren
Shelden Foundation
$5,000+
Au Sable North Branch Area
Foundation
ITC Holdings Corp.

Watershed Champions $2,500+
Challenge Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Great Lakes Commission
Headwaters Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Upper Black River Council
Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
River Patrons $1,000 - $2,499
Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
Au Sable Big Water Preservation
Association
Eric Bankhead and Connie Schrieber
Gregory and Cecilia Bator
Canada Creek Ranch
Captain Planet Foundation
Clinton Valley Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Community Foundation for Northeast
Michigan-Mr. and Mrs. O.B. Eustis
Memorial Fund
Dawson Kure Family
William and Linda Demmer
DTE Energy
Chip and Betsy Erwin Family
Robert and Bette Jordan
Lafarge Corporation
Jerry and Fran Rucker
John G. Shedd Aquarium
David Smith and Marie Harrington
Sustainers $500 - $999
Ann Arbor Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Anonymous (2)
Consumers Energy
Christopher and Laura Fluke
Flygirls of Michigan, Inc.
Beach and Marianne Hall
Jeanette Henig
Huntington Bank
David Irani and Laurel Moore
J&N Construction, Inc.
Joe and Judi Jarecki
Jay’s Sporting Goods
Kirtland Products, LLC
Kathleen Lawrence
Robert and Michaele Malecki
Paul and Carol Rose
Pat and Vicki Springstead
Robert and Mary Louise Tarkowski
Treetops Resort
Twin Lakes Property Owners
Association
Stuart White
Agency Funders
Michigan Community Service
Commission
Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality
Michigan Department of Military &
Veterans Affairs
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources
Natural Resources Conservation
Service
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service
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Partners $100 - $499
Guy and Angie Adamec
Ruth Addis and Marj Schloff
Anonymous (2)
Robert and Marcia Armstrong
Au Sable Valley Audubon
Dick and Marilyn Augustine
Richard and Marilyn Bachelor
Eric Bankhead and Connie Schrieber
Bennethum’s Northern Inn Restaurant
Bob Bissonnette
Alan Burchi and Barbara Patek
Gerald and Rose Burke
Don and Kathy Burkley
Tammy Busch
Elaine and Tom Carlson
Anne and John Cauley
William Chesney
Brian and Erin Considine
Tom Cook
Philip and Millicent Cramer
John Dallas
Bill Darooge
Christie Deloria-Sheffield and Curt
Sheffield
Nancy Dextrom
Patricia Donath
William and Patricia Duncanson
Glen and Martha Eberly
Erie Shores Birding Association
Scott and Christine Foster
Bob and Karla Grant
Jon Griffin
Peter Gustafson
Rick and Robin Hagopian
Lelane Hardie
Hammond Bay Area Anglers
Association
Gerald Heinrich
Wade and Jan Henderson
Scott and Cynthia Hill
Carl and Vicki Hueter
Mike and Sue Inman
Jerry Jensen
David and Myra Juhnke
Sydne Kalet
Harvey Kern
Kirtland’s Warbler Audubon Society
James Knox
Keith and Catherine Konvalinka
Tom Lenartowicz
Leif and Lois Lindblom
John and Sheila Marsh
John Marshall
Randy and Jeanette Mateer
Leonard Mazur
Paul and Sue McEwen
Mike McGraw
Rick and Anne Meeks
William Middleton
Hank and Terri Milius
Montmorency County Conservation
Club
John and Connie Morgan
Guy Moulthrop
Eugene Naujock
Gordon and Vernie Nethercut
County of Otsego
William and Eileen Palmer
Paul and Anne Pancella
Keith and Wendy Petherick
Chris and Alice Porter
County of Presque Isle
William Rapai
Roger Rasmussen
Richard Ritter
Dr. Nathaniel and Melody Rowe
Glenn and Nancy Schleicher
Dan and Amy Schoeck
Glenn and Moon Seagren
Joe and Chris Server
Jeff Silagy and Beth Chan
Kris and Ron Sorgenfrei
Bob and Jane Spence
Donette Spiekerman
Walter Stansbury
Dave and Ann Stephenson
Daniel and Jeanne Stock
David Stolle
Sturgeon For Tomorrow
Fred and Carole Swinehart

The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are thankful for the support of our
members and project contributors. These contributors are directly
responsible for making our work possible.

Peter and Suzanne Thomson
Jay and Bev Trucks
Vanguard Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Jack and Liz Wade
Neil Wallace
Gail Walter
Robert and Susan Weed
Scott and Ann Wellard
Patrons $50 - $99
Anonymous (2)
Gordon Baughman
Sally Binard
Ethalinda Blackman
Donald and Gail Block
Zachary and Moira Branigan
Thomas and Gloria Cadwalader
Richard and Marsha Carlson
Brian and Janet Carson
Dave and Jane Chapoton
Christopher Clampitt
Richard and Penelope Crawford
John Dempsey and Margo Lakin
Jerry and Bonnie Dueweke
John Edwards
Abigail and Patrick Ertel
David Ewert
Ruth Favro
Carlos Fetterolf
Jim and Marie “Sue” Francis
Belinda Friis
Robert Gillis
Veronica Greason
Lorne and Shirley Greenwood
Michael Hamm
Robert Hammerle
Genevieve Hartwig
Russ Holmes
Virginia Housum
Christopher Hoving
Brad Jensen and Rebecca Benson
Tony and Lora Kalbli
Judy Kalmanek
Dottie Kelly
Frank and Theresa Krist
Carol Kugler
Joshua and Joy Leisen
Gordon Long and Lois Wilson
Michael and Mary Beth Magnuson
Shelley and Greg Martinez
Greg and Diana McComas
Paul Mesack
Thomas Mudd
Phil and Lora Myers
Richard and Amy Nemeth
Tom and Deana Norton
Jacob Nothstine
Dick Pastula
Donald and Dorothy Peacor
Ron Peckens-Fisheye Internet Solutions
& Hosting LLC
Don and Sis Pierce
Jack and Ruth Pilon
Mark and Lisha Ramsdell
Casey Ressl and Jim Morse
Steve and Karen Rodock
Township of Roscommon
Peter and Pat Schmid
Leo and Sylvia Schuster
Jerry Smith and Linda Arlt-Smith
George and Elizabeth Smojver
Ronald Swiss
Andy Tarkington
David and Joyce Triezenberg
Eric VanPoucker and Ronald Smith
Mark and Deborah Weber
Chuck Wheeker
Scott Whitcomb
Stanley Yolkiewicz
Members $25-$49
Anonymous (2)
Russ and Caryl Anton
Laurie Bruneel Arora and Shail Arora
Au Sable River Center
Casey Bartkus
Sue and Gerald Beattie
Tracy Bosworth
Barb and Dick Bott
Gary Boyd
Kathleen and David Boyd
Richard and Marie Bracci

Don Brown
Sam and Vicki Brunt
James Bull
David Carron
Mark and Lori Carter
Ned Caveney
Michael and Terri Cwik
Tom and Phyllis Dale
Mark Delaney
John Deming
Trevor Edmonds
Emily Everett
Larry and Pat Farris
Jeannette Freyburger
Robert Gillenwater
Michael and Chris Grant
Laura Hansmann
Jason Hartman
Robert and Susan Hegel
Roger Houthoofd
Jennie Jandron
Dave and Elaine Jansen
David and Cheryl Jansen
Jessica Kane
Edward Kern
Barbara Ketchum
Herb and Linda Klingel
Paul Kogelschatz
Jerry and Susan La Vanture
Guy and Barbara Lovelace
Keith and Cathy Martell
Elizabeth McClary
Ken McLellan
Noreen Mehlhose
Paul Messing
Alfred and Janice Michelini
Dorothy Miller
Charles and Linda Mires
Michael Monroe and Candace HenigMonroe
Suzanne Morgan
Robert and Cynthia Morgner
Larry and Kathryn Nanni
Jim Neal
Mark Nelson
Robert Nicholson
Terry North
Parsons Family Foundation
Paul Paske
Kenneth and Carolyn Pierce
Richard Quick
George and Jeanette Roe
William and Janet Ross
Alan Seiferlein
Bill and Charity Steere
Shannon Striegle
Howard Strom
Michael and Peggy Supernault
Roy Tassava
Joseph Wildberg
Roger Witherbee
Sasha Wright
Ron Young
Thomas and Carol Young
Supporters
Ernest Brumbaugh and Carole MuellerBrumbaugh
Julie Craves
Jim Jarecki
Bob Linsenman

In Honor Of
Au Sable North Branch Area
Foundation
from George Shaw and Bonita Marsh
Chip Erwin and Family
from Dirk VanKoughnett and
Katherine Erwin
Alex Gray
from Barbara Gray
Bill Irvine
from Tammy Webber
Bruce and Tammy Kohnert
from Anonymous
Marilyn Kohnert
from Bruce and Tammy Kohnert
Kenneth S. Lowe
from Anonymous

Susan Malkes
from Shelley Martinez
Susan Malkes
from Stefanie Holland
Ken Reed
from Community Foundation for
Southeast MichiganFrank W. Lynch and Robert Jane Lynch
Endowed Family Fund
Tank/Ferguson Families
from Daniel Ferguson
Ronald Yokom
from Jim and Linda Gregart, Big Paw
Wildlife Conservancy
In Memory Of
Ed and Dolores Bozynski
from George and Janet Bozynski
William Daeschlein
from Bob and Karla Grant and
Veronica Karbowski
Pete Davey
from Suzanne Peers
Jean and Jerry Dickinson
from Bea Flanagan
Carlos Fetterolf
from David Neal
Bob and Barb Grant
from Ken and Susan Hirth
Robert and Barbara Grant
from Bob and Karla Grant
B. Spencer Henry
from Dick and Judy Henry
Donovan Jocque
from Marsha Fales
All the Kirtland’s Warbler Recovery
Team Members and Associates
who came before us and laid the
foundation to recovery
from Carol Bocetti
Joe Kutkuhn
from Roger and Mary Fechner
Jessie Mae Marcotte
from Joe Marcotte
Dr. Daniel McGeen
from Phillip Couture
Jeffrey Moses (2)
from Susan Malkes
Jean Petoskey
from Merrill Petoskey
Marie B. Pettit
from Bob Pettit
Matthew E. Redifer
from Thomas and Barbara
Kochendorfer
John, Marie and Roberta Scheel
from Joan Scheel
Business Supporters

Huron Pines Annual Meeting—Our Connections to Place
It seems like a long time ago already,
but the Huron Pines Annual Meeting
just happened in February. As usual,
a crowd gathered to celebrate
conservation in Northeast Michigan
and strategize our future direction.
Keynote speaker Aislinn Gauchay,
Manager of Great Lakes and
Sustainability at Shedd Aquarium in
Chicago gave a great talk about how
we are all connected by our love of
water while Michigan DNR Director
Keith Creagh explained the State’s
viewpoint on some key issues that
need support, like the Land Strategy
and invasive species.

Board and Staff

Huron Pines

DNR Director Keith Creagh (left)
congratulates as Abigail Ertel (center)
presents the Huron Pines Award to Dan
Kennedy, Michigan DNR Endangered
Species Coordinator (right).

The late O.B. Eustis was widely respected as an industrialist, an
environmentalist and a nature columnist whose
career in northern Michigan was exemplary in
balancing economic and environmental issues.
Since 1995, Huron Pines has been a proud
partner with the Community Foundation of
Northeast Michigan (CFNEM) and the O.B.
Eustis Award Committee to recognize the
legacy he left. Congratulations and many
thanks to David Smith, the Montmorency
County Road Commission and Northeast
Michigan Sea Grant!
Brad Jensen with O.B. Eustis Award recipient Brandon Schroeder
of Michigan Sea Grant and Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative

New Staff

Huron Pines would like to extend a warm
welcome to our two newest staff members: Joy
and Josh Leisen. Former Huron Pines AmeriCorps
members, Joy and Josh have stepped up to fill
new full-time positions on our staff.
Joy, as Special Projects Coordinator, organizes
special events like our Lake Huron Watershed
Summit along with the volunteer and ambassador
programs. She has a degree in environmental
science from the University of Minnesota-Duluth.
Josh is the Watershed Project Manager for
the Northern Saginaw Bay Initiative and has
been working hard to complete the Rifle River
Watershed Management Plan while planning
on-the-ground projects for this year. He earned
his BS from the University of Minnesota-Duluth
before going on to earn his MS in Geography from
the University of South Carolina.

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2
Gaylord, MI 49735
(989) 448-2293
info@huronpines.org
www.huronpines.org

Board of Directors
Connie Schrieber, Chair
Jerry Rucker, Vice Chair
Chip Erwin, Treasurer
Joe Jarecki, Secretary
Anne Belanger
Ned Caveney
Judy Kalmanek
David Smith
Tom Young

Executive Director
Brad Jensen

Staff

Lisha Ramsdell, Program Director
Abigail Ertel,
Kirtland’s Warbler Coordinator
Jennie Jandron, AmeriCorps Coordinator
Josh Leisen, Watershed Project Manager
Joy Leisen, Special Projects Coordinator
Shelley Martinez,
Development Services Coordinator
Jennifer Muladore,
Communications Manager
Sam Prentice, Watershed Project Manager
Ken Reed, Habitat Specialist
Tim Engelhardt,
Invasive Species Coordinator
Brian Marshall, Habitat Specialist
Susan La Vanture, Staff Accountant
Jill Scarzo, Program Assistant
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Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Get ready for an influx of conservation talent in Northern Michigan this year:
Huron Pines AmeriCorps is in its seventh year of making a difference.
The program will have 21 members with a wide range of talents and
experience, all focused on boosting local communities through their
service.
This year’s corps is serving conservation through a number of
projects, including
• Environmental education,
• Watershed restoration projects,
• Land stewardship,
• Resource inventories and
• New partnerships.
Visit www.huronpinesamericorps.org for updates on their service.

As of May 12, the Huron Pines AmeriCorps program is at full
strength for the year. They recently completed orientation and
team-building at Camp Hayo-Went-Ha on Torch Lake.
This organization is an equal opportunity provider. Huron Pines Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc. is a not-for-profit,
nongovernmental 501(c)(3) organization working to conserve the forests, lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan.

