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River Restoration
Same Players, New Partnership for Au Sable River
Watershed Restoration Committee

“My biggest concern is that I’ve fished rivers where there wasn’t any life
in them. I don’t want the Au Sable to be like that,” Bob Andrus explains
as he shakes his head. “And I feel like if we let it go, it will quickly revert
to that. You just know that’s going to happen.”
There is no better explanation than that for the incredible dedication of
Bob Andrus to the restoration of the Au Sable River. Since he moved
to Grayling in 1975 Bob has set his sights on ensuring that the river
receives the proper attention and nurturing it needs to reestablish what
once provided a pristine, thriving coldwater fishery. His volunteer efforts
have paid off, as the Au Sable River continues to be the focus of great
amounts of habitat restoration, pollution prevention and, of course,
fishing.
Bob Andrus (left) and Paul Mesack assist a couple of young
For the first 5 years or so, Bob worked for the river crew “putting a lot of
fly-anglers inspecting their catch at the Grayling Fish Hatchery.
wood in the river” and immersing himself in life on the Au Sable River.
By the mid-1980’s it was becoming more evident that there was “a
tremendous amount of ongoing erosion.” It was then that Andrus and Dan Sikarskie, the Huron Pines Coordinator, put their heads
together to develop a formal committee that would focus on protecting the coldwater resources of the Au Sable River. In 1986, the
Au Sable River Watershed Restoration Committee was born. Inventorying all of the active erosion sites became the first task.

The results of inventories were published for each branch of the Au Sable starting with the South Branch. The inventories created
a guiding document to create a work plan to combat active erosion. “We replicated what had been done before on other rivers,”
Bob explained, “and we had a really good feeling of how to successfully accomplish the inventory. It was as expected. Most
erosion sites were human caused. Get away from where humans are and things look pretty natural.” For the next 15 years the
Restoration Committee strictly keyed in on streambank stabilization, attacking severe sites in a downstream direction.
With the majority of streambank stabilization projects complete,
Andrus and the Restoration Committee realized that there was
a need to continue addressing new resource issues facing the
Au Sable River: “The restoration evolved into more than streambank
stabilization. We tackled bridges, culverts, habitat and many other
issues, while partnering with many other groups.” This evoloution
led to the recent decision to revise the partnership agreement that
binds the Au Sable River Watershed Restoration Committee.

Bob Andrus teaches a group of young conservationists the finer
points of fly-tying on a visit to the Grayling Fish Hatchery.

This past winter Bob Andrus rewrote the partnership agreement.
Several Restoration Committee partners played an integral part
in providing guidance and edits. The new partnership agreement
is in place and the Restoration Committee is at it again with goals
of watershed management plans, dam removal and long-term
strategies to continue the restoration of the Au Sable River. The
new partnership possesses the clout that Bob notes is essential to
any successful project: “You can’t do anything without consensus. It
requires a lot of education and patience. It’s not something you just
jump in and do. It’s developing relationships and bringing people
around to thinking about the quality of the resource before anyone
does something to impact it negatively.”

When asked what provides him the motivation that drives him to volunteer so much of his time fighting to protect the Au Sable
River, Bob replied simply, “To me, the only thing that’s gratifying is to see the condition of the river improve.” The revamped
Au Sable River Watershed Restoration Committee Partnership will provide the means to continue that trend. Bob closed
the interview by summarizing the new partnership agreement as the best way to continue “trying to put the river back
together. It’s maintenance, not just restoration. We’re trying to make it a little more like it was before we came in and
screwed it all up. Though it will never be back to what it was, this is for the sake of diversity, for the stream, for the
plants, and for the animals.”
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For more information on the committee’s activities and meetings, visit the ASRWRC page on the Huron Pines website,
www.huronpines.org.

Huron Pines AmeriCorps Update
Service for the Environment

Even though they only began their service in the late fall, Huron Pines
AmeriCorps members have already served 1,836 hours! In that
time they attended several training sessions including a state-wide
Member Celebration with over 400 other AmeriCorps members. It was
a great chance for members to network and provided an opportunity to
let others know about the Huron Pines AmeriCorps program. For more
on the program, see our last newsletter online at www.huronpines.org.
In just a few short months the members are already having
a meaningful impact. The following is a list of their collective
accomplishments so far.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Developed 3 organizational brochures
Submitted 3 grant proposals for restoration projects
Created a bi-weekly e-newsletter reaching over 1,000 people
Participated in numerous conservation meetings
Coordinating watershed and greenbelt restoration projects
Developing a volunteer database for Northeast Michigan
Creating a management plan for a local preserve
Building resource contact lists for the Upper Muskegon River Watershed
Designing educational programs for school-aged children

Meet the Members

Svenja Drebes is serving with the Michigan
Association of Conservation Districts (MACD),
where she is working to strengthen Michigan’s
Conservation Districts through leadership,
information, and representation. She will also
be coordinating the Michigan Envirothon.

Jon Mauchmar is the native plants coordinator at
the Otsego County Conservation District, where
he is designing demonstration native buffer zones.
He will also meet with local landowners about the
new carbon sequestration program, map those
properties, and develop a website.

Casey Ressl is the outreach specialist for
Huron Pines. Her responsibilities include
coordinating the public outreach and
organizational marketing programs of Huron
Pines and building program support.

Jessica Moyer is the project coordinator for
the Michigan Council of Trout Unlimited. Her
duties include encouraging membership
activity within all Michigan chapters and
enabling members to get out and make a
difference improving their local watersheds.

Nathan Skibbe is the volunteer coordinator
for Huron Pines. He is working to connect
people to on-the-ground projects in the Huron Pines service area.

Brenda Irish is serving as the program assistant
with the Muskegon River Watershed Assembly.
She is serving Wexford, Missaukee, and
Roscommon counties through educational outreach
programs, coordinating on-the-ground restoration/
conservation projects, and water monitoring.

Erin Howard is the outreach specialist for the
Grand Traverse Conservation District. She
will help implement the overall public outreach
and organizational marketing program for the
District, as well as supporting the work of the
Boardman River Dams Committee.

Katie Duggan is the advocate mentor at Freshwater
Future (formerly known as the Great Lakes Aquatic
Habitat Network & Fund), where she is working
on implementation of their membership program,
database management, and developing an
Advocate Mentor program.

Erin Riopelle is the conservation planning
coordinator for HeadWaters Land Conservancy,
where she is working with HLC staff and
partners to develop new conservation plans and
revise existing priority conservation plans.

Visit www.huronpinesamericorps.org to learn
more about the program.

Check out our member blog and
photo sites, too!
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64 Tons of Sediment Eliminated fr
In what is certainly a record for Northeast Michigan, the Montmorency County Road Commission has completed six road/stream improvements projects in the past 12 months on headwater tributaries in the Thunder Bay River system.
As part of a watershed improvement project, Huron Pines coordinated the activities and worked
closely with many partners to complete the project. The project included road improvements at each
site to reduce the amount of sediment and other pollutants from entering the river. In addition, four
sites received culvert replacements in order to improve flow, fish passage and stream morphology.

Site MO32

Road crossings, especially those on gravel or sand roads, can be a direct source of sediment and
other road maintenance contaminates, such as salts, oils and chlorides to the river. Sediment was
ranked as the number one pollutant in the Thunder Bay Watershed and fixing these sites goes a long
way to protect the health of the river system. More than 64 tons of sediment annually will no longer
find its way to the Thunder Bay River Watershed, located in Montmorency and Alpena counties. The
project totaling nearly $190,000 was completed in November 2007. Sites were selected based on a
2000 field inventory. Priority was given to sites that had large amounts of sediment input (typically
from the roadway), impacted stream channel and poor fish passage through the existing culverts.
“Our watershed is important to our community and wildlife and we are very pleased to be a part of
this project to reduce the amount of sediment and other pollutants from entering the Thunder Bay
River,” stated Kim Bleech, the Manager for the Montmorency County Road Commission.
The following is a summary of work completed at each site.

Site MO33

Site MO32: Greasy Creek and McIntire Road
Greasy Creek is a small trout stream feeding into Gilchrist Creek, which eventually drains into the
Thunder Bay River. The existing culvert was only 24 inches in diameter and 20 feet long. Over the
years the road became wider and was being graded beyond the culvert. That, coupled with the very
steep approaches, was contributing massive amounts of sediment to
Funding
the creek each year.
In November 2006, the crossing was improved by installing a 48-inch
elliptical culvert. The approaches were hardened with crushed limestone aggregate and several diversion outlets were installed to funnel
runoff into the ditches and not the river. As a result of the improvements, over 41 tons of sediment per year will no longer be deposited
into this trout stream.

Site MO02

Site MO33: Greasy Creek and Greasy Creek Road
Located a mile downstream from MO32, this site was also receiving
large sediment loads and had fish passage problems from an undersized culvert. The original structure, which was 36 inches wide and
20 feet long, was replaced in November 2006 by a 45-foot, 57-inch
arch culvert, greatly increasing stream flow and fish passage. The
approaches were also hardened and check dams and ditch sediment
basins were constructed to reduce runoff, resulting in an annual sediment reduction of two tons per year.
Completion of these two sites eliminated the major sources of sediment to Greasy Creek!
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The newly revised Great Lakes Better
Backroads Guidebook is now available.
The manual is in its third edition and
Huron Pines recently sent it to all County
Road Commissions in Michigan. The update and printing of this resource were funded by the Great Lakes
Commission. To receive a hard copy, please send your
request, along with $5, to Huron Pines, 501 Norway
Street, Grayling, MI 49738, or visit www.huronpines.org
to download an electronic version.

$155,500
$23,000
$8,000
$186,500
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Clean Mi
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Site MO34a

rom the Thunder Bay River System
Site MO02: Stanniger Creek and McCormick Lake Road
Stanniger Creek is a designated trout stream that flows into McCormick Lake
where the Thunder Bay River originates. The stream flows parallel to the road and
the area has numerous seeps and springs. The old culvert was only 36 inches wide
and 16 feet long and was aligned perpendicular to the road, forcing the stream to
make two 90-degree bends resulting in pool formation, downstream erosion and
inlet erosion.

Crapo Creek—Lovells Road
Crossing Update

The crossing was completed in November 2007 and included a new larger culvert
that was aligned with the stream channel, the approaches were hardened, the embankments were stabilized with field stone, any disturbed areas were seeded and
geotextile fiber was installed. As a result of the improvements flow through the culvert has improved and nearly two tons of sediment per year have been eliminated.
Site MO34a: Whiskey Creek and Hunt Creek Road
Whiskey Creek is a small trout nursery that drains directly to Hunt Creek. The
original crossing was replaced by a 48-foot, 57-inch wide elliptical culvert, greatly
increasing flow and fish passage. It also was realigned to match the stream channel better and the embankments were stabilized using fieldstone. The approaches
have a steep 10 degree grade that was hardened with crushed limestone, several
check dams were installed and one sediment basin was placed in the ditches.
Seeding was spread and geotextile fabric was placed at all disturbed areas. Improvements to this crossing have eliminated nearly three tons of sediment from
reaching the stream each year.

Site MO34: Gilchrist Creek and Greasy Creek Road
Gilchrist Creek is a tributary to the Thunder Bay River—this site has historically
received a large sediment load from the steep, long
approaches. Treatment at this site included hardenrovided by
ing the approaches with crushed limestone aggreichigan Initiative
gate, installing a drainage pipe under the road where
and Wildlife Service
a seep has caused roadway problems, stabilizing the
rency County Road
embankments with fieldstone, and seeding and stabision
lizing the ditches with fabric. Installation of approach
best management practices eliminated eight tons of
sediment from reaching the river each year.
en completed without the input
ng partners. Thank you for your
Site MO06: Thunder Bay River and Hossler Road
d habitat improvement in the
Located in the headwaters of the river system, this
ver Watershed!
crossing has been a source of sediment loading for
many years. Because of the steep, sandy approachPartners
es, crushed limestone was placed on the roadbed to
Pines
reduce the amount of runoff to the river. Though this
Environmental Quality
site would greatly benefit if the triple culverts were
of Natural Resources
replaced by a bridge, the work completed on the apy Road Commission
proaches has eliminated nearly 10 tons of sediment
of Governments (NEMCOG)
from entering the river each year.
ates (project engineer)
Wildlife Service

Site MO06

As with most streams in northern Michigan,
sediment is the number one pollutant source
for Crapo Creek and the North Branch
Au Sable. In 2004 this road/stream crossing
was identified as a source of an estimated
6 tons of sediment to Crapo Creek annually. The concrete bridge structure was also
deteriorating and began to compromise
the safety of vehicular traffic. Huron Pines
recently coordinated a project to remediate
both problems.
On October 18th, the new culvert was set.
This structure, which spans the entire stream
with room to spare, also eliminates the need
for a vehicle weight restriction. With a span
of 16 feet and width of nearly 35 feet, the
new culvert is now better aligned with the
natural stream flow and features a bottomless design, allowing the present substrate
on the streambed to slowly flow under the
crossing and creating as natural habitat as
possible for a road/stream crossing. In addition, a bottomless structure prevents the
downstream “plunge pools” or the “perching”
of traditional culverts, both of which impair
fish passage. The final touches will be put on
this project during Spring 2008.
Project partners include Otsego County
Road Commission, US Fish & Wildlife Service, Headwaters Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Otsego Wildlife Legacy Society, Paul H
Young Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Au Sable
River Watershed Restoration Committee,
Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter of Trout
Unlimited, the Au Sable North Branch Area
Association, Muskegon Development and
Huron Pines.

For more information
on road/stream
crossings, visit
www.huronpines.org.
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2007 Members August 16–December 31
The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are thankful for the support of our members and project contributors. These
contributors are directly responsible for making our work possible.

A Special Thanks to Our Major
Membership Contributors for the Past
12 Months
River Patrons $1,000-$2,499
Eric Bankhead and Connie Schrieber
Calvin and Julie Gates
Wolverine Power Cooperative
Dawson Kure Family

Sustainers $500-$999

Raymond Gage and Mary Stephenson
Headwaters Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Mark and Pam Rohr
Paul and Carol Rose
Pat and Vicki Springstead
Upper Au Sable River Preservation
Association

Partners $100-$499

Robert Andrus
Crawford County
John Dallas
Roger and Mary Fechner
Rick and Robin Hagopian
Dixon and Susan Hall
Karen Harrison
Wesley and Debra Hills
James and Diane Kamon
Bill and Marietta Kusey
Matabanic Lodge c/o Katharine B. Ryan
Stephen and Sandra Mueller
Ogemaw Conservation District
Oscoda Conservation District
Merrill Petoskey
John and Marcy Potter
Oscoda Canoe Rental
Mark and Lisha Ramsdell
Barbara Reed
Jerry and Fran Rucker
Thomas and Bernadette Schultz
The David Skibbe Family
David Smith
Ron and Kris Sorgenfrei
Sturgeon for Tomorrow
Viking Energy of Lincoln
John and Liz Wade
Robert and Susan Weed

Supporters $50-$99

Leif and Lois Lindblom
Robert and Karen Luetje
MACTEC, Inc.
Nick and Karen Mancini
Leonard Mazur
Walter Novak
Ken and Carolyn Pierce
Jack and Ruth Pilon
William and Janet Ross
Robert and Ruth Sawyers
Leo and Sylvia Schuster
William Steere
Trout Unlimited, Inc.
Neil Wallace
Mark and Deborah Weber
Blair Webster
James and Liz Yeats

Other Contributors

William and Charlotte Adams
Seymour and Carol Finkel
James and Janet Fitzpatrick
Joe Florka
Jeramy Katchuba and Gina Miller
Dan and Heidi Keifer
George and Linda Killat
Bob Linsenman
Robert and Cynthia Morgner
John and C.M. Novak
Bruce and Roberta Oliver
Doris Parker
Kurt Ranka
Neil Satovsky
Patrick Trahan, Jr.

Special Thanks

• Hartwick Pines (Craig Kasmer and Rob
Burg) for taking the Huron Pines AmeriCorps
members on a tour of the State Park.
• Kimball Electronics for their donation of office
furniture and supplies.
• Jerry La Vanture for help with computer and
network issues.
• Tony Scarzo for delivering newsletters and
other publications.
• Bruce Patrick and the Grayling Fish Hatchery
Steering Committee for providing storage
space.

• USDA Natural Resources Conservation
William and Debra Anderson
Service for providing extra office space to
Clarence Charest
help house the Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Tom Dale
Program.
John Dempsey
Broderick and Michelle Donaldson • Andrea Paladino and Steve Rodock, NRCS
William and Patricia Duncanson
staff, for all of their technical assistance.
Christopher and Laura Fluke
•
Keith Charters, Natural Resources
Robert Gillenwater
Commission Chief, for his keynote speaking
Jim and Shirley Graves
engagement at our Fall Meeting.
Ken and Elizabeth Gribble
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Membership Gifts

Josh Green for Tom Green
Richard and Judy Henry for Spencer Henry
Eric Nelson for Jerry and Susan Schauer

Project Supporters

Americana Foundation—
Rifle-Au Gres Watershed
Chris and Geraldine Bodker—
Grayling Stormwater
Alcona-Black River Advisory Council—
Alcona County-Black River Watershed
Anglers of the Au Sable—
Mason Tract Cedars
AuSable North Branch Area Association—
Au Sable North Branch Watershed
Planning
Community Foundation for Northeast
Michigan—
Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Alcona County-Black River Watershed
Dart Container Corporation—
Pigeon River Habitat Initiative
Marilyn Forrest—
Van Etten Lake Greenbelt Project
Freshwater Future—
Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Great Lakes Commission—
Great Lakes Better Backroads Guidebook
HeadWaters Land Conservancy—
Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Higgins Lake Foundation—
Higgins Lake Stewardship
Adam and Karen Landis—
Au Sable River Watershed Restoration
Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter of Trout
Unlimited—
Au Sable River Watershed Restoration
Mason Tract Cedars
William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout
Unlimited—
Mason Tract Cedars
Michigan Association of Conservation
Districts—
Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality—
Pine River/Van Etten Lake Watershed
Michigan Fly Fishing Club—
Au Sable River Large Woody Debris
Michigan Forest Resource Alliance—
Michigan Tree Farm Committee
Muskegon River Watershed Assembly—
Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Northeast Michigan Council of
Governments—
Thunder Bay Road/Stream Crossings
Otsego Conservation District—
Huron Pines AmeriCorps

Serving Northeast Michigan
In Memoriam

Project Supporters continued

Otsego Lake Association—
Otsego Lake Watershed Project
Joe and Carole Plunkey—
Pine River/Van Etten Lake Watershed
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation—
Pigeon River Habitat Initiative
Colman and Gloria Sanders—
Pine River/Van Etten Lake Watershed
USDA Forest Service—
Grayling Pathway Signs
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service—
Rifle-Au Gres Watershed
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service—
Au Sable River Restoration
Thunder Bay Road/Stream Crossings
Crapo Creek Road/Stream Crossing
Upper Au Sable River Preservation Association—
Au Sable Large Woody Debris
Paul H. Young Trout Unlimited—
Au Sable Large Woody Debris
Crapo Creek
Grayling Stormwater
River Restoration Program

Ken and Teresa Dennings
in memory of Jim Dennings
Harvey Kern in memory of Norine Kern
Otto and Darlene Brantley
in memory of Paul Inman
Robert and Barbara Slingerlend
in memory of Walter Reuther
William and Ruth Stenglein
in memory of Thomas A. Stenglein
Terry and Claudia Miller
in memory of Bill Myers and Claude Carney
Darwin Liverance in memory of Nina Rose Liverance
Joan Scheel
in memory of John, Marie and Roberta Scheel
Au Sable Restoration—
Thomas and Barbara Kochendorfer
in memory of Mel Gricar
Pigeon River Habitat Initiative—
I.V. Frankenmuth in memory of Bill Myers

New Board Member

Welcome to our newest board member, Ned Caveney, a retired Pigeon River Country forest supervisor who worked for the Michigan DNR for 31 years. Ned lives on 80 acres in Lupton, where he enjoys
hunting, managing his forest, and making maple syrup.

Introducing...

The New AmeriCorps Volunteers for Huron Pines
Casey is the outreach specialist for Huron Pines. Her responsibilities include
coordinating the public outreach and organizational marketing programs of
Huron Pines, building program support through the production of materials, assisting with publication of quarterly newsletters and an annual report,
developing and tracking media contacts, working with staff to develop project
updates for the website and creating and distributing press releases. She
attended the University of Michigan, where she graduated in 2006 with a degree in history and environmental science. She is working on getting a Master
Gardener certification. Her goal for this year is to increase awareness of the
Huron Pines programs.

Nathan is the volunteer coordinator serving with Huron Pines. He will be
organizing volunteer projects and connecting groups and individuals with opportunities to improve Northern Michigan’s resources. He grew up in Alpena
and attended Michigan State University, studying Landscape Design/Nursery
Management.
There will be a number of projects for which Huron Pines will need the help
of both individuals and groups to volunteer. If you are interested in volunteering or if you have a project that might be a good fit for a volunteer
group, contact Nathan at volunteer@huronpines.org or see
www.huronpines.org for more information.

To learn more about Huron Pines AmeriCorps, visit www.huronpinesamericorps.org.

Huron Pines
501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738

Phone: (989) 344-0753
Fax: (989) 348-7945
Email: info@huronpines.org
Website: www.huronpines.org
Executive Board
Paul Rose
Chairman
Roger Frye
Vice Chairman
Connie Schrieber
Treasurer
Kris Sorgenfrei
Secretary
Ned Caveney
Joe Jarecki
Roger Rasmussen
Bruce Reetz
Jerry Rucker
Vicki Springstead
Executive Director
Brad Jensen
Staff
Lisha Ramsdell
Program Director
Patrick Ertel
Restoration Project
Manager
Jennifer Muladore
Ecologist
Eric Nelson
Habitat Specialist
Ken Reed
Restoration Crew Leader
Susan La Vanture
Accountant
Jill Scarzo
Program Assistant
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Claybanks Restoration Update
The Claybanks site, located approximately two miles downstream of Mio in Oscoda County, contributes a significant amount of
sediment to the Au Sable River system every year. The erosion of the Claybanks bluff can be traced to numerous causes including
natural erosion and human issues. It was reported that erosion rates began to increase as recreational tubers found an interesting
opportunity to run up the bank and slide back down to the river. The total stream distance considered as part of this erosion problem
has increased to over 1200 linear feet, nearly a quarter of a mile, with the most intense erosion occurring along a 250-foot stretch.
Huron Pines is working with several partners to develop Best Management Practices, coordinate funding, and mobilize volunteers to reduce the erosion at Claybanks. In October 2006,
25 whole trees were placed along the water’s edge on the site. This part of the project prevents access to the bank by recreational boaters and will act as a buffer to the incoming water
energy. The trees are performing well; it is evident that sediment is beginning to accumulate
behind the trees in the slower water.
To stabilize the bank, nearly 600 feet of coconut fiber (coir) logs have been placed from the
water’s edge to the height of the floodplain on the opposite bank to provide a “soft” wall to
protect the bank from high water flows and to hold back any loose sediments. In addition to
the logs at the toe of the slope, several logs were placed at different points on the bank. Over
10 cubic yards of field stone were placed at the outlet of a drainage culvert to prevent further
incisive activity from the flowing water. The inlet of the culvert also received attention. Two
cubic yards of material were placed and compacted over the pipe to ensure that water goes
into the pipe and not over, preventing erosion around the structure.
The next step is to revegetate the site, starting with the placement of live stakes of willow, dogwood, and balsam poplar. These stakes will sprout and grow into small shrubs and trees as
soon as the growing season starts in Spring 2008. Next, soil, seed and mulch will be placed to
reestablish native grasses, followed by a thorough planting of native perennials. As the plants
continue to grow over time, the site will become more stabilized.

Members of the Huron Pines ResFunding for this restoration has been provided by US Fish & Wildlife Service, USDA Forest Ser- toration Crew and volunteers install
vice, the Michigan Fly Fishing Club, and the William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited.
coir logs at Claybanks.
This organization is an equal opportunity provider.
Huron Pines is a not-for-profit, nongovernmental, 501(c)(3) organization serving
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