
CAMP GRAYLING 
S T E W A R D S H I P  P R A C T I C E S  F O R  M E E T I N G  S H A R E D  G O A L S  

CAMP GRAYLING JOINT MANEUVER TRAINING CENTER

John Hunt, Environmental Manager at Camp Grayling, takes pride in the 

proactive and collaborative stewardship activities going on in and 

around the largest National Guard installation in the country. Covering 

147,000 acres across three counties, Camp Grayling offers a lot of 

space to carry out training activities but the forests, prairies, wetlands, 

lakes and streams found on the property are also a home for wildlife, 

including some rare plants and animals such as the eastern 

massasauga rattlesnake, Kirtland’s warbler and Houghton’s goldenrod. 

Many parts of the property are also open to the public for hunting, 

fishing, snowmobiling and other outdoor recreational uses when 

military training is not taking place. 

COGNIZANT OF THEIR ROLE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY                                               as part of the larger landscape 

and greater community, Camp Grayling strives to be a 

good neighbor by investing in practices that protect land, 

water, and biological resources. While Camp Grayling is 

held to the same environmental regulations as any other 

landowner, many of their stewardship activities are 

voluntary. 

While the staff at Camp Grayling certainly values clean 

water, healthy habitat and rare species, there are also 

very practical reasons for being good land stewards. “It’s 

about sustainability,” says John Hunt. “If we destroy the 

land, we lose our training environments and can’t carry 

out our activities anymore. Investing in resource 

inventories, habitat restoration projects, stormwater 

infrastructure, and renewable energy saves us money in 

the long run and helps us achieve self-sufficiency goals." 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 

info@huronpines.org 



LAND MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES AT CAMP 
GRAYLING ARE EXCEPTIONALLY 

WELL PLANNED. 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 

info@huronpines.org 

Camp Grayling staff actively collaborates with other stakeholders 

in the Grayling area and through the jack pine landscape, 

including resource professionals, economic planners and the 

public to develop stewardship goals and strategies for achieving 

them. The resulting plans help Camp Grayling and partners 

manage valuable forest and water resources,  protect native 

wildlife species, prepare for the effects of climate change and 

increased risk of wildfire, eradicate invasive species, and achieve 

net-zero water, waste and energy goals. 

Camp Grayling worked with the Michigan Natural Features 

Inventory to complete a survey of plants and animal species 

present on the property in the mid 1990s and plans to complete an 

updated survey in the near future, including installation of acoustic 

monitoring devices to determine whether the northern long-eared 

bat—a federally threatened species—occurs on the property. 

Camp Grayling contains significant amounts of jack pine, which is 

critical habitat for Kirtland’s warbler, and their staff regularly 

participates in Kirtland’s Warbler Conservation Team meetings. 

Camp Grayling has also invested in eastern massasauga 

rattlesnake research for more than a decade and funded the 

recently developed Lake Margrethe Watershed Management Plan, 

which the local property owner’s association is using to plan and 

implement restoration projects and raise additional funding.  Camp 

Grayling just released a new climate adaptation strategy and is 

also partnering with the Northeast Michigan Council of 

Governments (NEMCOG) on a joint land use strategy to guide 

future development in a sustainable manner that minimizes 

potential land use conflicts between Camp Grayling and the 

greater Grayling community. 

Many of the land management activities on Camp Grayling are carried out by the Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources or by private contractors or nonprofit conservation organizations. Lake Margrethe is treated 

for Eurasian milfoil, an invasive aquatic species, and various stakeholders are developing methods to deal with 

swimmer’s itch. The Michigan DNR and Camp Grayling collaboratively operate timber harvests and maintain 

clearings that provide excellent habitat for turkey and other wildlife while providing open areas for small 

artillery training activities. 



A UNIQUE FUNDING SOURCE

Camp Grayling can also pull in funding 

for projects that other organizations or 

agencies may not have the capacity to 

fun. Camp Grayling sometimes funds 

projects off the property when there is a

benefit for the installation, or if Camp 

Grayling activities are affecting natural 

resources or human communities. For 

example, Camp Grayling contributed 

significant funding for several 

road/stream crossing improvement 

projects led by Huron Pines and the 

Crawford County Road Commission to 

prevent excess sediment from entering 

the Au Sable River Watershed. Camp 

Grayling acknowledges that their 

vehicular traffic has an impact on the 

condition of these crossings, and that 

restoring them is a win-win scenario for 

everyone. It protects the resource while 

at the same time improving the local 

road infrastructure. 

According to John Hunt, Camp Grayling 

anticipates having an increasing role in 

outreach and educational activities. 

Camp Grayling staff have given 

presentations to local k-12 students, 

including participating as exhibitors at 

the annual Higgins Lake – Lake Savers 

Day event. Camp Grayling also looks 

forward to partnering more with 

resource agencies and organizations to 

provide outreach on important topics 

ranging from invasive species to climate 

adaptation strategies. 


