
CANADA CREEK RANCH  
A  T H R I V I N G  W I L D L I F E  H A B I T A T

DURING THE 2015 SEASON, HUNTERS AT CANADA
CREEK RANCH IN NORTHERN MONTMORENCY 
COUNTY HAD ONE OF THE HIGHEST DEER 
HARVESTS IN THE RANCH’S 80-YEAR HISTORY, 
AND THOSE WHO OVERSEE THE PROPERTY
ATTRIBUTE THAT MILESTONE TO EXTENSIVE 
TIMBER MANAGEMENT.
Jim Treadway has lived on the ranch since 1993 and focuses his 

energy on efforts to emphasize quality habitat for deer and other 

wildlife. 

THE RANCH’S ROOTS DATE BACK TO THE EARLY 1900S, WHEN NEIGHBORING 
BLACK RIVER RANCH BOUGHT 13,000 ACRES OF MOSTLY CUTOVER LAND ON 
CANADA CREEK TO RUN CATTLE AND PRESERVE WILDLIFE. 
After the Great Depression of 1929, the property was sold to an investor who blocked off 12,500 acres as 

hunting land and sold residential lots on the remaining acreage. In 1934, Canada Creek Ranch was born. 

 That setup still exists today, and about 100 families live year-round on a relatively small chunk of land east 

of Canada Creek. Everything west of the creek is known to members as the Outback, a sprawl of forests, 

fields and two-track roads open entirely to hunting.

Aside from 1,300 acres of scattered lowlands, the Outback is open to 

cutting and is broken into six units for that purpose.  “That leaves us with 

11,200 acres we manage primarily for wildlife habitat,” Treadway said.

A forest-management plan formed in 2001 GPS mapped the entire Outback 

by cover type, age, and date of last treatment. Under this plan, about 350 

acres are treated every year, primarily with thinnings in hardwood and red pine stands and clearcuts to 

regenerate areas of predominantly aspen and jack pine.  Treadway said revenue from timber sales pays 

for professional foresters to oversee and institute plans, as well as to fund the planting of trees and 

grasses. A total of 106 acres, including gas well pads, are planted in rye and clover as wildlife browse, 

and another 80 acres are mowed regularly.   

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 

4241 Old US 27 South, Site 2, Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 

info@huronpines.org

We have good records of deer harvest since 1934 and have really 

good data for more recent years,” Treadway said in December 

2016. “This year we have taken 160 deer and 178 in 2015 – that 

was the highest we’ve had in years and we had more 8-pointers 

than we’ve had in the history of the ranch,” an achievement he 

also attributes partly to antler restrictions. 

“It makes for good viewing of wildlife for the members who like to go drive through the outback and see 

the animals grazing in the fields,” said Nancy Thurston, board member for the ranch. “It all supplements 

the deer population and we try to get them going into winter in the best condition we can.” 



“The cuttings are key to the deer’s winter food supply,” 

Treadway said. “Once we have six inches of snow the grasses 

are useless.”  Both Treadway and Thurston said the sound of 

chainsaws in the wintertime Outback attracts deer and elk, who 

wait in the wings to feed on the tender fallen tree tops. 

”In 2006, the ranch conducted a 19-acre burn of standing jackpine as an experiment for Kirtland’s warbler 

habitat. Those trees were then cut and their fire-activated seeds were left to sprout naturally. 

“We got good regeneration from that burn,” Treadway said. “It looked really good, with more random 

spacing between trees.” 

Ranch general manager Eric Johnson said the membership’s opinion of the cuttings is across the board.  “It’s a 

challenge to hold fast and do the right thing,” Johnson said, “but the plan is for wildlife, not people or aesthetics.” 

 Timber harvests are done in winter, partly to minimize disturbance to members and partly to avoid the spread of 

oak-wilt disease, but mostly for the benefit of deer who feed on the freshly fallen tree tops. 

THE RANCH’S FORESTRY EFFORTS BENEFIT MORE 
THAN JUST DEER.  

The ranch’s geographic location near the 105,000-acre Pigeon 

River Country State Forest puts it dead center in Michigan’s 

wild elk range. This has been a unique challenge for the ranch’s 

forestry efforts in terms of carrying capacity.  “One of the major 

problems we have is elk,” Treadway said. “Our aspen stands 

are safe from deer after two years of growth, but elk can reach 

7 or 8 feet and break tops off and those trees die.” 

An aerial elk survey in the winter of 2015 by the Department of 

Natural Resources covered about two-thirds of the ranch 

property and counted 170 elk there. 

“This is where the food is,” Treadway said. “We like to see them 

but there are too many – for every elk we could carry 4 or 5 

deer.”  A December hunt is held to control elk numbers and 

hunters are allowed onto the ranch with appointed guides. In 

December 2016, 25 elk were harvested on the ranch.  

The ranch is just a couple miles away from a state-owned Kirtland’s warbler management area near Clear 

Lake.  Strips of tag alder near the creek have also been clearcut, in collaboration with the U.S. Fish & 

Wildlife Service and Ruffed Grouse Society, to regenerate habitat for woodcock and grouse. 

Every yearly forestry prescription goes through a 9-step process of approval, including two field tours for 

residents, before being implemented. The plans are also scrutinized by a conservation committee separate 

of the ranch board. Opinions of residents toward the forestry efforts are mixed, but emphasis remains on 

the animals. 

“Generally speaking, our little community is a cross section of the entire state,” Thurston said. We have just

about everyone here as far as opinions go. But the conservation committee has always said that we’ll cut 

as much as we can because the whole purpose is to benefit the animals. Every professional we’ve invited 

out here – and we’ve had them from all different areas of interest – say they wish we could do this across 

the rest of the state.” 


