
CONNECTIONS TO HOME
A  V O L U N T E E R ’ S  P E R S P E C T I V E  O N  
S T E W A R D S H I P  O F  P U B L I C  L A N D S

“IT’S ABOUT TREADING LIGHTLY” 

“When I think about the damage we do to the natural world as 

humans, it makes me want to give back with some good," says 

Warren Zimostrad. Warren and his wife Bryana make a great team,

working together to leave behind a trail of life as they move ahead 

planting a line of trees in Northeast Michigan’s sandy soil. 

Pausing from their work, they strike a pose—Bryana holding a 

bouquet-sized bunch of jack pine seedlings and Warren with a heavy 

iron planting tool called a dibble bar resting casually over his 

shoulder. This charming couple is as big-hearted as they are 

photogenic.  

“I’VE ALWAYS HAD A DEEP CONNECTION TO PUBLIC 
LAND,” SAYS WARREN. “WHEN I THINK ABOUT IT, IT 
GOES RIGHT BACK TO FAMILY.”

For the third year in a row now, they’ve made a five-hour round trip 

pilgrimage to northern Michigan from their hometown of Grand 

Rapids. Their destination? To participate in Huron Pines’ annual 

Jack Pine Planting Day volunteer event, planting acres of the 

unique and scraggly jack pine tree for the rare Kirtland’s Warbler 

and other wildlife. They come every year to celebrate Warren’s 

birthday, which falls on the same weekend. 

Source: USFWS

He grew up near Michigan’s Saginaw Bay, exploring areas near Bay 

City and Caseville alongside his father, an avid outdoorsman. 

Warren fondly recalls days spent discovering the Rifle River 

Recreation Area and being amazed at its vastness. 

Later in his life, while spending time together at their family land in 

Rose City, Warren’s uncle brought up a topic that would light a new 

passion for him—the Kirtland’s Warbler, North America’s rarest 

songbird. 

Warren was intrigued as he learned more about the Kirtland’s 

Warbler, the endangered species in his backyard. This charming 

black and yellow bird nests primarily in the jack pine forest of 

Northeast Michigan and sings its joyful song from the treetops, a 

beautiful sound that was almost lost forever. 



“I GUESS YOU COULD SAY THE KIRTLAND’S WARBLER 
HAS DEFINITELY MADE AN IMPRESSION ON ME...”  

Once nearly extinct, the Kirtland’s Warbler’s story is one of teamwork 

and decades of scientific collaboration to find out how to save the 

crashing population, recovered from as few as 167 singing males to 

over 2000 singing males in 2016. Inspired by this Michigan success 

story, Warren was hooked on the Kirtland’s Warbler. 

“I kept learning all I could and started getting involved,” explains 

Warren. “Planting these jack pine trees on public land with Huron 

Pines and partners every year is a great way to give back.” 

Warren wants people to understand that public forest lands are 

incredibly important for healthy waters and diverse wildlife like the 

Kirtland’s Warbler. Besides volunteering to plant jack pines, Warren 

and Bryana are also becoming Citizen Foresters in their hometown.

“I guess you could say the Kirtland’s Warbler has definitely made an 

impression on me,” he grins as he reveals the grapefruit-sized 

Kirtland’s Warbler tattoo on his forearm. 

“I would encourage everyone to get outside, find some public land 

and find something that moves you—whether it’s bird watching, trail 

running, or just the peace and solitude of the forest. The next step is 

to work together with others to protect it.” 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 

info@huronpines.org 


