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PETE IS A HUNTER WITH A UNIQUE PROBLEM...

There’s more wild game on his Cheboygan County hunting land 

than he knows what to do with. “I don’t have time for it all because 

I’m also a fisherman,” the lifelong Livonia resident joked. 

The bounty of whitetail deer, upland birds and other game didn’t 

exist on Pete’s 225 forested acres when he bought it 25 years ago. 

He credits the positive change to hard work and a comprehensive 

management plan that has promoted wildlife habitat on his property 

while boosting the health of its valuable hardwood forest. 

“PETE IS A GOOD EXAMPLE OF A TYPICAL FOREST OWNER WE WORK WITH,” 

said Keith Martell, owner of Martell Forestry, Inc. in Gaylord. “He’s a 

hunter and was interested in planting shrubs for grouse and food plots 

for deer – which a lot of people do – but he also wanted to improve his 

forest for wildlife and manage the woods for timber production.” 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 
info@huronpines.org 

Pete enlisted Martell Forestry to develop a plan for his forest getaway 

that would cover those bases. That plan broke the property down into 

management units shaped by tree size, density, species and a general 

time line for forest treatments – including thinnings, clearcuts and 

plantings spanning years. 

During initial visits to the property, Martell found infestations of the 

invasive emerald ash borer beetle in Pete’s dying ash trees and signs of 

beech bark disease, a fungus attacking and killing beech trees there. 

Those trees had to go, not just because they were sick but also for the 

secondary insects or diseases they might attract and spread to 

surrounding trees. 

“An overstocked stand with a sick tree will cause them all to get sick,” 

Martell said. “If the stand is thinned properly leaving only healthy trees, 

they’re less susceptible to diseases or insects.” 



“HURON PINES WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN HELPING PETE WORK IN SOME FOOD 
PLOTS AND HE’S STARTING TO REAP THE BENEFITS OF IT, INCLUDING SEEING 

MORE DEER,” 
- PERRY SMELTZER, USDA-NRCS 

Further down the road, healthy hardwood trees like Pete’s sugar 

maples will become prized logs for lumber – money from which 

Pete plans to invest straight back into more habitat projects. 

Again, Martell will direct Pete and a logger when and where to 

cut based on the market value of those saw logs. 

Environmental Quality Incentives and Conservation Stewardship programs. “I’m very pleased with the outcome 
there,” Smeltzer said. “Pete relied on seasoned professionals to help him make sound management decisions 
and, in the end, he’s reaping the benefits.” 

Pete noted how broader thinning and clearing of trees in 

specific areas of his land generated space for other shrubs to 

grow. Those cutovers have produced low, tender shoots as 

browse for deer year round. Areas where he clear cut aspen 

trees two years ago have shot up 10 feet and now harbor 

countless grouse, woodcock and other animals, including elk. 

Pete’s worked with Perry Smeltzer, district conservationist for 

the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, along 

with Huron Pines and the Cheboygan Conservation District to

plant native crabapples, shrubs and food plots. Pete said his 

property lies in a region where agriculture – another valuable 

source of food for deer – is less than what it once was so the 

herd is more dependent on his property for food and cover. 

“Huron Pines was instrumental in helping Pete work in some 

food plots and he’s starting to reap the benefits of it, including 

seeing more deer,” Smeltzer said. “We’ve also done some tree 

and shrub plantings around open areas, specifically fruit- 

bearing shrubs for the benefit of deer, turkey and grouse.” 

“Those have been icing on the cake,” Pete said of the plantings. 

Smeltzer noted that, In addition to its perks for wildlife and 

hunting, a qualifying forest management plan on non- 

homesteaded forest property can earn a landowner significant 

tax breaks of 16 mills per year through the federal  

“Pete’s land is a perfect example of a well-managed forest,” Martell added. “This guy’s really passionate and, just 
like anyone who’s had a good experience with it, has become an advocate of forest management.” 


