
BRANCHING OUT 
A  L A N D O W N E R ' S  P E R S P E C T I V E  O N  L E A R N I N G  N E W  

W A Y S  T O  P R O T E C T  L A N D ,  W A T E R  A N D  W I L D L I F E  

THE OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE A 
BEAUTIFUL HOUSE                                          perched on a hillside 

overlooking a scenic bend of the North Branch Au 

Sable River was one that fly-fishing enthusiasts Jerry 

and Fran Rucker could not pass up. They bought the 

home in 1993, including five acres of land, and have 

been rewarded with plenty of great fishing over the 

years. But the decision to live here has led the Ruckers 

to discover additional benefits, as well as 

responsibilities, of living and owning property in 

Michigan’s Jack Pine Ecosystem. 

“THE RIVER WAS THE MAIN REASON WE 
BOUGHT THE PLACE, BUT OVER TIME OUR 
INTERESTS HAVE EXPANDED TO OUR FORESTS 
AND UPLAND WILDLIFE.” JERRY SAYS.
Most of the Rucker property is dry northern forest 

composed mostly of jack pine, mixed with a few 

poplar, spruce, oak and white pine. Jerry and Fran 

have observed an impressive list of bird and mammal 

species using their property. The Ruckers consider 

themselves casual birders, keeping a list of the more 

than 50 bird species they have observed on their 

property—many of these while drinking morning coffee 

on the porch overlooking the river. White-tailed deer, 

mink, otter, beaver, bobcat, wild turkey, barred owl, bald 

eagle, wild turkey and grouse are among the wildlife that Jerry and Fran have been observed on 

their land.  For the Ruckers, living on the North Branch Au Sable River is about more than just 

watching. The Ruckers are active stewards of their land, part of the reason they are visited by such 

a rich diversity of wildlife. The previous owner had planted non-native blue spruce and other 

ornamental plants, most of which have been removed and replaced with native species.  Jerry and 

Fran plan to rototill an area near the house and plant a variety of native wildflowers to help attract 

pollinating insects, which also draws various species of birds. 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 

info@huronpines.org 



JERRY AND FRAN HAD TREES STRATEGICALLY CUT FROM THE PROPERTY 
TO CREATE BRUSH PILES FOR UPLAND WILDLIFE HABITAT AND FOR USE IN 

A TREE REVETMENT, WHICH WAS INSTALLED BY HURON PINES TO HELP 
PROTECT THEIR STREAMBANK FROM EROSION WHILE ALSO PROVIDING 

COVER FOR FISH AND OTHER AQUATIC ORGANISMS.  

IN THE EARLY 2000S,
Fran and Jerry bought seven adjacent acres of land, 

primarily out of a desire to preserve its natural condition. 

 Just as Jerry’s interest in the property expanded from trout 

in the river to the forests and upland species, his interest in 

stewardship grew beyond the boundaries of his own 

property. Jerry has served on the board of directors for the 

Au Sable North Branch Area Foundation for nearly twenty 

years. 

He says one of his goals serving in that capacity has 

been to educate other landowners about Michigan DNR 

Natural Rivers Zoning regulations, which, he says “…are 

in place to keep the river, and the fishery, healthy.” 

Jerry also currently chairs the board of directors for both 

Huron Pines and the Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance. It’s a lot 

of responsibility to take on. Asked why he felt compelled 

to become so involved in these regional conservation efforts 

and organizations Jerry summed it up with a simple 

statement: “It is a way to give back.” 

Jerry grew up fishing and hunting, and he says he 

recognized that “something needed 

to be done.” It was not enough for him to simply observe 

and enjoy northern Michigan’s fantastic natural resources. 

He also encourages other landowners and resource users to 

become more involved in stewardship and offers some 

advice, “Everyone arrives with a focus—fishing, hunting, et 

cetera. Don’t just look at the fish, or the forest. Broaden your 

focus, and don’t be afraid to help out with what other people 

like. It’s all connected.” 


