
PRIVATE FOREST STEWARDSHIP 

YOU DON’T HAVE TO RESIDE ON YOUR PROPERTY TO BE AN 
ACTIVE LAND STEWARD. 

THROUGH COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIP 

David and Maureen Sanders, owners of a beautiful 80-acre 

piece of land in Ogemaw County, can attest to that. David lives 

in southern Michigan but he frequently visits the property for 

recreation and allows friends and neighbors to use the land for 

hunting, bee keeping and tapping his sugar maple trees. There 

are no buildings on the property but that doesn’t mean there 

isn’t a lot going on there. David and Maureen happily bought 

the property in 1994 and immediately wanted to do their best 

to care for it well. David reached out to Mieka Rueger with the 

USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and 

district forester Laura Freer for advice. 

THE NRCS PROVIDED COST-SHARE FUNDING
that allowed David to develop a Conservation Activity Plan for his land, in conjunction with Keith 

Martell of Martell Forestry, Inc. David’s property is also certified under the American Tree Farm 

System, and by implementing his management plan David receives approximately $400 in tax 

incentives. He also makes some money by selling timber, harvested by Weyerhaeuser, of which 

about 30 acres has been selectively cut and 5 acres clear-cut with the goal of improving forest 

resilience and wildlife habitat in accordance with his forest stewardship plan. David has also 

reached out to Huron Pines for technical advice on streambank erosion and invasive plant issues. 

“I’ve been very happy with the services I’ve received from everyone—the NRCS, the Conservation 

District, Martell Forestry, Inc., Weyerhaeuser, and Huron Pines,” David says. “It’s been a great 

opportunity to meet many really good people and I would recommend to any landowner to reach 

out to these folks for advice and assistance.” 

David says he and Maureen do not plan to build a house or live on their Ogemaw County property, 

which features open prairie, lots of maple-beech forest, a small stream and a fair amount of 

wetland and riparian habitat. He wants to leave the property in a natural condition in order to 

preserve the scenic views, quiet areas, and hunting and wildlife viewing opportunities it provides. 

His hope is to one day pass the property on to his children. 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on land stewardship: 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 
info@huronpines.org 


