
WHERE WOODS AND WATERS MEET 
R I P A R I A N  S T E W A R D S H I P  P R O T E C T S  C L E A N  W A T E R  

A N D  W I L D L I F E  I N  T H E  P I G E O N  R I V E R  

Standing on a streambank overlooking the Pigeon River, landowner 

Travis Piper shares his desire to improve fishing opportunities and 

enhance wildlife habitat with a restoration project manager from Huron 

Pines, a nonprofit organization working to conserve the forests, lakes 

and streams of Northeast Michigan. Together, they identify concerns on 

the property—streambank erosion and a lack of instream cover—and 

sketch out a project plan to meet the landowners goals while doing 

right by the river. 

A variety of native wildflowers were also planted along Piper’s 
eroding streambank to add additional stability and help attract 
birds, pollinating insects and other wildlife. To reduce erosion 
due to foot traffic, a sod dock was installed from which Piper now 
fishes and launches his kayaks. 

Contact Huron Pines for more information on Land Stewardship: 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 448-2293 
info@huronpines.org 

The project incorporated several “bioengineering” techniques—practices for reducing erosion and enhancing 
wildlife habitat that use organic materials to help preserve the aesthetic appeal of the natural river corridor. Using 
trees for erosion control looks more natural than rock rip rap or other hard structures and is more effective at 
slowing the water and trapping eroding sediment. They also make it easy for turtles and amphibians to access 
streambanks and the tree trunks and branches provide valuable overhead cover for brook trout and other fish.

In 2013 Huron Pines helped design a sod dock, instream habitat 

structures and a native plant greenbelt and prepared permit 

applications. Travis Piper and the Huron Pines field crew installed 30 

whole trees along 600 feet of his streambank to provide fish cover and 

shield the bank from future erosion.  

“Hours after placing [trees] in the river we had turtles sunning 
themselves on the new logs and ducks hanging out in them.” 
Piper said after the project was completed. “We had lots of dead 
and dying ash trees. Instead of these trees going to waste we 
used them for our log structures, re-purposing them where they 
can improve the trout habitat for years to come. We hope to 
continue to work with Huron Pines for our own habitat 
improvements, and would highly encourage private landowners 
to tap in to [Huron Pines’] resources to help them improve their 
own areas.” Not long after the project was finished Piper also 
noted that he believes fishing has already improved.  



SO WHY ARE WE INSTALLING INSTREAM HABITAT FOR FISH AND 
OTHER AQUATIC WILDLIFE IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN STREAMS?

Doesn’t nature take care of that on its 
own? The short answer to these 
questions is that historical logging 
practices, land use change and 
clearing of woody material from 
stream channels for navigation have 
led to a scarcity of this key habitat 
feature compared to historical 
conditions. Large wood provides 
refuge for fish, substrate for aquatic 
insects, keeps streams cool by 
providing shade, benefits a wide 
variety of terrestrial animals, and 
promotes diversity of stream flows 
and depths. 

Native plant greenbelts, tree 
revetments and sod docks help 
stabilize eroding streambanks and 
keep excess sand and soil out of the 
stream channel, where it can bury 
exposed gravel used by spawning fish 
and many aquatic invertebrates. Private
land stewardship activities like those 
implemented by Travis Piper and 
Huron Pines will be critical for 
sustainable protection of our unique 
freshwater and forest resources in 
Northern Michigan, which we all rely on
to provide clean water, support food 
production and provide world-class 
tourism and  outdoor recreation 
opportunities. 


