
Dwarf Lake Iris (Iris lacustris) 

Quick Facts 

 Description: very small 

size, 1/2 inch wide light 

green leaves, can grow in 

dense large patches, 

reproduce by seeds or 

rhizomes 

 Flower:  bloom from mid-

May to early June, showy 

deep blue flowers, 

sometimes lilac or white, 

one per stem 

 Habitat: sand or thin soil, 

does best in semi-open 

habitats  

 Status: Threatened  

Do you know what the state wild flower of Michigan is? It’s the Dwarf Lake Iris! 

This beautiful native flower is found only in the Great lakes region, and is 

concentrated along stretches of the northern Great Lakes shoreline. The Dwarf 

Lake Iris prefers sand or thin soil over bedrock or limestone rich gravel, and can 

tolerate a range of full sunlight to almost complete shade, but it does best when 

in semi-open habitats.  

The Dwarf Lake Iris is listed as a threatened species both by the federal 

government and the state of Michigan for a few reasons. This plant is at risk due 

to habitat loss resulting from increased human activity, such as shoreline 

development and intensive recreation in the flowers’ habitat.  

Due to its listing as a threatened species there are management practices put 

into place to protect the Dwarf Lake Iris. One practice is the requirement of a 

permit for anyone who wishes to conduct a project near the Dwarf Lake Iris that 

could potentially harm the plant or its habitat. Cooperative conservation efforts 

are being created by developing management plans involving both private 

developers and public agencies in order to better protect the Dwarf Lake Iris and 

other rare species, which can include educating public and private land owners 

that may find this species on their property about what they can do to help. To 

learn more about Michigan’s state flower visit http://www.michigan.gov/

dnr/0,4570,7-153-10370_12146_12213-61409--,00.html.  

Did you know? The Dwarf Lake Iris is Michigan’s state 

wild flower and was first discovered on Mackinac Island. 

This flower can create awe inspiring sites as it carpets 

the ground and may stretch for miles. This flower is a 

part of Michigan’s natural heritage and it is becoming 

increasingly important to conserve this and other native 

species that are threatened or endangered in our state.  

How can you get involved? You can support conservation efforts in Michigan by donating to the 

Nongame Wildlife Fund, and you can learn more at www.michigan.gov/dnr. Another opportunity is by 

volunteering at  events with local environmental organizations like Huron Pines. To learn more about how 

you can get involved visit www.huronpines.org.  
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