
Eastern Massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus)  

Quick Facts 

 Description: shy, sluggish 

snake; thick body with a 

pattern of dark brown 

slightly rectangular patches 

on top of light grey-brown 

background, black belly; 2-

3ft long; triangular head 

with cat-like vertical pupils; 

segmented rattles on end of 

tail  

 Diet: small mammals (mice 

and shrews), small snakes   

 Habitat:  wetlands such as 

marshes and swamps, 

adjacent upland areas 

 Status: Special Concern 

The Eastern Massasauga is the only venomous snake found in Michigan, and 

its native range extends across the Northeastern United States. This snake can 

be found in wetlands and adjacent upland habitats in the Lower Peninsula in 

Michigan, and it is not found in the Upper Peninsula. The Eastern Massasauga 

is a reflection of the health of its ecosystem, so if it is doing well so is the 

ecosystem. 

The Eastern Massasauga is currently listed as of special concern to the state of 

Michigan and it is protected under a special Director of Natural Resources’ 

order. In 2015 the Michigan DNR proposed to list the species as threatened 

which would strengthen the case for conserving the Eastern Massasauga. The 

threats facing this snake include wetland habitat loss and persecution by 

humans.  

In order to protect the Eastern Massasauga and conserve it for the future 

management plans need to be put into place. Research is being conducted to 

better understand the life history of this snake and how we can manage for it 

and its habitat. Agencies are working with landowners to adjust management 

practices to avoid harming the Eastern Massasauga and its habitat on their 

lands. Educating the public about the timid nature of this snake and its habits 

is a key component to protecting this species and helping people feel more at 

ease living with this snake. To learn more about the Eastern Massasauga visit 

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/reptiles/eama/eama-fct-sht.html.  

Did you know? Although venomous, the Easter Massasauga is 

a very shy and timid snake and will avoid humans whenever 

possible. This species plays a vital role in its ecosystem, serving 

as both predator and prey, and deserves to be protected. 

Conserving the wetlands where the Eastern Massasauga lives is 

beneficial for other species as well as humans, because 

wetlands filter pollutants and sediments from water that 

people have used and they store flood waters.  

How can you get involved? You can support conservation efforts in Michigan by donating to the 

Nongame Wildlife Fund, and you can learn more at www.michigan.gov/dnr. Another opportunity is by 

volunteering at  events with local environmental organizations like Huron Pines. To learn more about how 

you can get involved visit www.huronpines.org.  
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