
Grizzled Skipper (Pyrgus Wyandot) 

Quick Facts 

 Description: wingspan 

between 22-32 mm, from 

above dark brown & black 

with white spots on the 

forewing, larger spots & 

white lines on the 

undersurface 

 Life Span: 4-5 week adult 

lifespan, larvae pupate in 

late summer & winter in 

leaf shelters  

 Habitat: openings in oak & 

pine woods with sandy 

soils, powerline right-of-

ways 

 Status: Special Concern 

Have you ever seen a Grizzled Skipper? This species can be found in 

various locations across the eastern United States and is found in nine 

different counties in Michigan’s Lower Peninsula. The Grizzled Skipper 

inhabits openings within oak and pine woods that have sandy soils 

and powerline right-of-ways.  

The Grizzled Skipper is listed as a special concern species in the state 

of Michigan for a few reasons. In Michigan, the main threat to the 

Grizzled Skipper has been habitat loss and destruction. This has been 

caused by development and limestone mining, as well as destruction 

from ORVs.  

Management practices for the recovery of this species are in the 

beginning stages and more information about the current population 

numbers and habitat sites are needed to create an effective plan. 

Some of the suggested practices are reestablishing prescribed burns in 

the Grizzled Skipper’s habitat to increase openings in the oak and pine 

forests. To learn more about the Grizzled Skipper and other rare 

species visit http://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/abstracts/zoology/

pyrgus_wyandot.pdf.  

Did you know? In the eastern United States the Grizzled 

Skipper population has been declining due to widespread 

spraying for the Gypsy Moth, demonstrating that habitat 

loss and destruction is not the only threat faced by our 

native species. There are many ways that we can achieve 

our goal of protecting threatened and endangered species, 

and these efforts often benefit other native species.  

How can you get involved? You can support conservation efforts in Michigan by donating to the 

Nongame Wildlife Fund, and you can learn more at www.michigan.gov/dnr. Another opportunity is by 

volunteering at  events with local environmental organizations like Huron Pines. To learn more about how 

you can get involved visit www.huronpines.org.  
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