
Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly 

(Somatochlora hineana) 

Quick Facts 

 Description: bright 

emerald green eyes, 

metallic green body with 

yellow stripes on sides, 

body ~2.5 inches, wingspan 

~3.3 inches 

 Life Span: larvae can spend 

up to 5 years in wetlands 

before emerging as adults, 

adults live only 4-5 weeks 

 Habitat: calcareous (high in 

calcium carbonate) spring-

fed marshes & sedge 

meadows 

 Status: Endangered 

The Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly is an extremely rare species that was historically 

found in parts of Alabama, Ohio and Indiana, but recently has only been found 

in select areas of Missouri, Wisconsin and Michigan. This species prefers 

spring-fed marshes that are high in calcium carbonate and sedge meadows 

that overlay dolomite bedrock. 

The Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly is listed as endangered by the state of Michigan 

as well as the federal government, effectively protecting it from being 

collected, harmed or killed. This species is endangered due to a variety of 

factors, including habitat loss and degradation as the wetlands that it depends 

on have been drained and filled to make way for urban and industrial 

development. The contamination of its habitat from pesticides and other 

pollutants, as well as reductions in the amount or quality of the ground water 

that flows to its habitat, has led to a decline in population.  

Some of the management practices in place for this species include a recovery 

plan developed by the US Fish & Wildlife Service as part of the Hine’s Emerald 

Dragonfly being an endangered species. There are public education 

workshops being developed to raise awareness of this species, and habitat 

protection and improvement is always a goal of conservation of endangered 

species. To learn more about the Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly visit http://

www.fws.gov/Midwest/endangered/insects/hed/hins_fct.html.  

Did you know? The Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly was believed 

to be extinct in the mid-1900’s until a specimen was found 

southwest of Chicago. The US Fish & Wildlife Service 

established critical habitat for the Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly 

and you can visit http://www.fws.gov/Midwest/

endangered/lists/pdf/

MichiganHED_CH_Maps_April2010.pdf to discover if this 

endangered species is found in your area.  

How can you get involved? You can support conservation efforts in Michigan by donating to the 

Nongame Wildlife Fund, and you can learn more at www.michigan.gov/dnr. Another opportunity is by 

volunteering at  events with local environmental organizations like Huron Pines. To learn more about how 

you can get involved visit www.huronpines.org.  
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