
Kirtland’s Warbler (Setophaga kirtlandii) 

Quick Facts 

 Description: bluish-grey 

back with black streaks, 

yellow breast, black streaks 

on the side, split white eye 

rings, males have a black 

mask 

 Song: chip-chip-che-way-o 

 Habitat: summer breeding 

grounds are in Northeast 

Michigan & parts of 

Wisconsin & Canada, 

winter habitat is in the 

Bahamas  

 Status: Endangered  

One of our favorite birds, the Kirtland’s Warbler, is a songbird that 

draws visitors from all over the world to Northeast Michigan. In the 

summer the majority of the population can be found in Northeast 

Michigan in young jack pine forests, and in the winter the Kirtland’s 

Warbler migrates south to The Bahamas.  

The Kirtland’s Warbler is an endangered species, but is one of the first 

potential candidates for delisting after the incredible success of the 

conservation programs in place. The threats faced by the warbler are 

cowbird nest parasitism and loss of its favorite young jack pine breeding 

habitat.  

Numerous management practices are in place and have successfully 

helped the population of the Kirtland’s Warbler to increase. Cowbird 

trapping has resulted in an increase in successful nesting attempts by 

the Kirtland’s Warbler. The DNR manages over 100,000 acres of jack 

pine forests to ensure there will always be young jack pines for the 

Kirtland’s Warblers to nest in. To learn more about the comeback bird 

visit http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/birds/Kirtland/

kiwafctsht.html.   

Did you know? The comeback bird! Forty years ago there 

were only about 400 of these birds left, and now there are close 

to 4,000. Though the population has recovered, the Kirtland’s 

Warbler is completely reliant on human management to ensure 

it has its necessary breeding habitat, making it difficult to delist. 

The management done for the Kirtland’s Warbler has also been 

beneficial to other species in the jack pine ecosystem, including 

the Prairie Warbler and the Sharp-tailed Grouse.  

How can you get involved? Huron Pines is hosting a Jack Pine Planting Day on May 7, 2016 to create habitat for 

the Kirtland’s Warbler. If you’d like to participate in this event visit www.huronpines.org for more information and to 

RSVP. Another way to get involved is by attending the Kirtland’s Warbler Weekend June 3-4, 2016 in Roscommon, MI. 

This event is fun for the whole family and more information can be found at www.kirtlandswarblerfestival.org.  
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