
Lake Huron Locust (Trimerotropis huroniana) 

Quick Facts 

 Description: small ash-grey 

grasshopper, darker brown 

& white markings, wings 

have a distinct dark band, 

two narrow grooves in 

structure behind head 

 Diet: dune grass, beach 

grass, wormwood, Pitcher’s 

thistle  

 Best Time to Observe: 

adults are active the 

second week in July to 

second week in October 

 Habitat: sparsely vegetated 

Great Lakes sand dunes  

 Status: Threatened  

The Lake Huron Locust is a rare grasshopper that can be found in 18 

different counties across northern Michigan along the shores of 

Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, and Lake Superior. This grasshopper 

lives in sparsely-vegetated Great Lakes sand dunes, and ideally they 

prefer areas that are at least a mile long with multiple sets of 

dunes.  

In Michigan the Lake Huron Locust is listed as threatened, with its 

main threat coming from habitat loss. The loss of habitat is caused 

by shoreline development, both for residential and recreational 

use.  

In order to help conserve the species, management practices are 

put into place. The main management practice for the Lake Huron 

locust is the protection of its remaining dune habitat, particularly 

from development and ORV use. For more information about the 

Lake Huron Locust visit https://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/abstracts/

zoology/Trimerotropis_huroniana.pdf.  

Did you know? The Lake Huron Locust isn’t the only species that loves the 

dunes of the Great Lakes region. Many other species, such as the lake Huron 

Tansy and the Pitcher’s Thistle, are two other rare species that can be found 

along the shores of the Great Lakes. The work that is done to protect one 

species can be beneficial to other species that share the same habitat. The 

Great Lakes dunes are the largest system of freshwater dunes in the world 

and are a vital and unique part of Michigan’s natural heritage, and by 

protecting the Lake Huron Locust we are also protecting an irreplaceable 

part of Michigan.  

How can you get involved? You can support conservation efforts in Michigan by donating to the 

Nongame Wildlife Fund, and you can learn more at www.michigan.gov/dnr. Another opportunity is by 

volunteering at  events with local environmental organizations like Huron Pines. To learn more about how 

you can get involved visit www.huronpines.org.  
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