
Pale Agoseris (Agoseris glauca) 

Quick Facts 

 Description: basal rosette; 

linear, fleshy blue-green 

leaves, leaves are toothless 

and can be up to 30cm in 

length; perennial with a 

deep taproot 

 Flower: flower stalks are 

leafless, can range from 20-

40cm tall; have a large 

single yellow flower head; 

flowers from June to July 

 Habitat: dry, grass-

dominated clearings in Jack 

Pine Barrens, prefers acidic 

sandy soils 

 Status: Threatened  

The Pale Agoseris is a rare wildflower found in only four counties in 

Northeast Michigan, including Montmorency, Otsego, Crawford, and Oscoda 

counties. This flower prefers sandy, acidic soils in dry, grass-dominated 

clearings in jack pine barrens and savannas. The Pale Agoseris tends to occur 

sparsely in the four counties, and is more often found as an individual plant 

rather than in large clusters.  

The Pale Agoseris is listed as threatened by the state of Michigan due to its 

low population numbers. This plant needs its specific habitat to survive and 

the Jack Pine barrens are limited to Northeast Michigan, therefore limiting 

the distribution of this wildflower. The loss of the open dry clearings in these 

barrens can cause a decline in the population numbers of the Pale Agoseris.  

Due to its status as a threatened species in Michigan, there are 

recommended management practices to protect this species. The Pale 

Agoseris benefits from the management methods such as the harvesting of 

the Jack Pines and the prescribed fires, which creates the open habitat that 

this flower prefers. Many other species in the Jack Pine Barrens benefit from 

these management practices, such as the Kirtland’s Warbler. To find out 

more information about the Pale Agoseris visit https://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/

abstracts/botany/Agoseris_glauca.pdf.  

Did you know? Many different agencies and groups are 

dedicated to the protection of threatened and 

endangered species, and oftentimes the management 

practices put into place for one species can benefit many 

others. The Jack Pine harvesting and the prescribed burns 

are beneficial for both the Kirtland’s Warbler and the Pale 

Agoseris, and other species like White-tailed deer and wild 

turkeys benefit as well.     

How can you get involved? You can support conservation efforts in Michigan by donating to the 

Nongame Wildlife Fund, and you can learn more at www.michigan.gov/dnr. Another opportunity is by 

volunteering at  events with local environmental organizations like Huron Pines. To learn more about how 

you can get involved visit www.huronpines.org.  
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