
Pine-drops (Pterospora andromeda) 

Quick Facts 

 Description: lack 

chlorophyll, one to several 

erect stems, scale-like 

leaves, nodding flowers, 

white bell-shaped corolla, 

sepals & vegetative parts 

are reddish to maroon, 

plant feels clammy or sticky 

 Best time to observe: July 

through mid-August 

 Habitat: dry woods with 

conifers, dry forests of sand 

dunes along shorelines, 

forested habitats with 

needle-duff 

 Status: Threatened 

Pterospora andromeda, commonly known as pine-drops, is an extremely 

rare species that can be found in a few locations across North America. 

There have been 22 reported occurrences of pine-drops throughout 

Michigan since 1978, with only a total of 43 occurrences ever documented. 

This species can be found in dry forests of sand dunes along the shorelines 

and forested habitats with a well-developed needle duff.   

Pine-drops are listed as threatened by the state of Michigan. This species is 

often found as a single plant, but there have been reports of 11 pine-drops 

in one location. Pine-drops is thought to be dependent upon a fungus to 

obtain nutrients, and it absorbs nutrients from dead or decaying matter.  

More research is needed to understand the exact needs of the pine-drops 

in order to develop accurate management strategies. The mycorrhizal 

association is critical and needs to be maintained in order for the plant to 

survive. Until more research is conducted, the preservation of the 

functioning of the ecosystem should be the focus of management 

strategies for the pine-drops. Conducting surveys would provide a more 

accurate number of the pine-drops in Michigan and help identify the 

habitat requirements of the species. For more information about this 

species visit https://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/abstracts/botany/

Pterospora_andromedea.pdf.  

Did you know? Pine-drops is a rare species that occurs 

either as a single plant or in small clusters, never large 

numbers. Protecting this species in its native habitat is 

crucial because transplanting it and trying to grow it in 

greenhouses has been unsuccessful. These results suggest 

that pine-drops are sensitive to disturbance, as are many 

species, and it is important to respect and conserve wildlife 

in its native habitat.  

How can you get involved? You can support conservation efforts in Michigan by donating to the 

Nongame Wildlife Fund, and you can learn more at www.michigan.gov/dnr. Another opportunity is by 

volunteering at  events with local environmental organizations like Huron Pines. To learn more about how 

you can get involved visit www.huronpines.org.  
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