
Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) 

Quick Facts 

 Description: small, stocky, 

sand-colored upper body, 

white underside, orange 

legs, 7 in long; during 

breeding season adults 

have a black forehead and 

black ring around their 

neck & an orange bill 

 Song: sweet, soft whistle, 

clear whistled peeps  

 Habitat: wide, flat, open 

sandy beaches with little 

vegetation; often nest near 

small creeks or wetlands 

 Status: Endangered 

The Piping Plover is a rare shorebird that can only be found in three locations across 
the United States. One population is found in the Great Lakes region, and it nests on 
the wide, flat, open sandy beaches along the shoreline. These migratory birds spend 
the winter along the southern Atlantic Coast and Gulf Coast with the other two 
populations, but each group returns to where they hatched to breed, so 
interbreeding does not take place between the three populations.  

The Piping Plover is listed as an endangered species in the state of Michigan for a 
variety of reasons. The beaches where these birds nest are very appealing to 
humans, and the Piping Plovers suffer habitat loss to commercial, recreational and 
residential development along the shorelines. Another threat facing the Piping 
Plover is nest disturbance and predation by humans, dogs, or other animals. If there 
is too much disturbance the parents may abandon the nest. 

The Piping Plover was listed as an endangered species in 1986 and since then there 
have been extensive management practices put into place. Habitat protection is 
one method used: when a Piping Plover nest is found the area it is fenced off, 
controlling human access, and the nest is protected from other predators and 
monitored. Limiting coastal development is also beneficial to the Piping Plover to 
preserve its nesting habitat. To learn more about the Piping Plover visit https://
www.nps.gov/slbe/learn/education/upload/GLPloverdoc.pdf.  

Did you know? There are three populations of Piping Plovers 
and one population is located in the Great Lakes region. In 
1986 there were only 16 nesting pairs of Piping Plovers and it 
has risen to 63 pairs in 2008. An intensive protection program 
has been put into place and there are many different groups 
involved, including the University of Michigan Biological 
Station, National Park Service, Michigan DNR, the University 
of Minnesota and the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  

How can you get involved? You can help protect the Piping Plover by reporting sightings of Piping 
Plovers nesting in new areas by emailing plover@umn.edu or calling 612-624-1202. You can support 

conservation efforts in Michigan by donating to the Nongame Wildlife Fund, and you can learn more at 
www.michigan.gov/dnr . 

Huron Pines Rare 

Species Report 

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, Michigan 49735 | (989) 448-2293 | www.huronpines.org                                                                                                                         
Huron Pines is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization and an equal opportunity provider. 

Photo credit: Roger Eriksson  

Photo credit: Roger Eriksson  

Photo credit: Roger Eriksson  Photo credit: Roger Eriksson  

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr

