
Prairie Warbler (Setophaga discolor) 

Quick Facts 

 Description: yellow-green 

back with chestnut colored 

streaks, yellow belly,  black 

streaks along its side and 

two black streaks on its 

head (one through its eye 

and one along its jaw) 

 Song: listen for a distinct 

buzzing sound, “zee, zee, 

zee, zee zeet!” 

 Habitat: sunny overgrown 

fields, young pine 

plantations 

 Status: Endangered in 

Michigan 

Have you heard of the Prairie Warbler? This rare bird is found in 20 

counties throughout both the Upper and Lower Peninsula, including 5 

counties in Northeast Michigan. Besides Michigan the Prairie Warbler 

can be found in the eastern United States, with the northern 

populations migrating south for the winter, and there is also a 

permanent population in the coastal mangrove swamps in Florida. 

The Prairie Warbler is currently endangered in Michigan, with 

populations decreasing across its national habitat. This decline is mainly 

due to habitat loss and cowbird nest parasitism, and this parasitism 

increases as the warbler’s habitat becomes more fragmented. 

There are a variety of management practices that can be used to help 

increase the numbers of this species across the nation. Utilizing 

prescribed burns and establishing pine plantations, as well as allowing 

the natural succession of fields to take place and restoring pine barrens, 

are great ways to help reestablish habitat for the warbler. Some of the 

management practices for the Prairie Warbler could be well-suited to 

be done with the management of the Kirtland’s Warbler. To find out 

more about this endangered bird visit http://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/.   

Did you know? Conservation efforts for a threatened or 

endangered species can actually benefit other species that live in 

the same area. Many management methods, like prescribed 

burns and forest regeneration efforts, create new habitat for the 

prairie warbler and at the same time they help species such as 

the Kirtland’s Warbler and white-tailed deer by providing them 

with more suitable habitat. By working to protect one species we 

can help other native species continue to be successful.  

How can you get involved? You can support conservation efforts in Michigan by donating to the 

Nongame Wildlife Fund, and you can learn more at www.michigan.gov/dnr. Another opportunity is by 

volunteering at  events with local environmental organizations like Huron Pines. To learn more about how 

you can get involved visit www.huronpines.org.  
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