
Red-Shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) 

Quick Facts 

 Description: dark & white 

checkered wings with pale 

crescents on wingtips in 

flight, barred reddish-

peachy belly, tail is black 

with narrow white bands; 

during courtship males will 

fly high and then dive 

steeply to attract a mate 

 Call: distinctive kee-rah 

 Habitat: deciduous 

woodlands, near wetlands 

like rivers & swamps 

 Status: Threatened in 

Michigan  

Have you ever seen or heard about the Red-shouldered Hawk? This bird 

lives in both the Upper and Lower Peninsulas of Michigan, and can be 

found in much of eastern North America, from Canada to Florida, as 

well as parts of California and Mexico. The Red-shouldered Hawk 

prefers deciduous woodlands that are near wetland areas, such as 

rivers and swamps.  

In Michigan the Red-shouldered Hawk is listed as threatened, though it 

is more common through other parts of its range across the United 

States. This bird is threatened from habitat loss caused by deforestation 

and fragmentation that occur as a result of development and other 

activities.  

There are a few management practices that can used to help protect 

the remaining Red-shouldered Hawks and increase the population. By 

protecting the large trees that the hawks prefer to nest in and 

conserving and creating areas of large connected stretches of 

deciduous or mixed-forest areas near wetland habitats can have a great 

impact on the species. To learn more about this beautiful bird visit 

https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/red-shouldered-hawk.  

Did you know? Striving to protect one endangered species 

can benefit multiple others that share its habitat. By 

conserving the habitat for the Red-shouldered Hawk many 

other coastal wetland species in Northern Michigan, such as 

the Piping Plover, can be protected as well. There are many 

partners involved in protecting these rare species, including 

the Department of Natural Resources and The Nature 

Conservancy, and you can help, too! 

How can you get involved? You can support conservation efforts in Michigan by donating to the 

Nongame Wildlife Fund, and you can learn more at www.michigan.gov/dnr. Another opportunity is by 

volunteering at  events with local environmental organizations like Huron Pines. To learn more about how 

you can get involved visit www.huronpines.org.  

Huron Pines Rare 

Species Report 

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2, Gaylord, Michigan 49735 | (989) 448-2293 | www.huronpines.org                                                                                                                         
Huron Pines is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization and an equal opportunity provider. 

Photo Credit: www.philsaeronauticalstuff.com  Photo Credit: www.hughvandervoort.com 

http://www.philsaeronauticalstuff.com

