
Sharp-tailed Grouse                          

(Tympanuchus phasianellus) 

Quick Facts 

 Description: chicken-like, 

dark brown, brown & white 

spots, short pointed tail 

with white base, wings are 

long and rounded in flight, 

males & females nearly 

identical  

 Song: During courtship 

males perform dances and 

make low single or double 

cooing note  

 Habitat: open prairies & 

grasslands  

 Status: Endangered in 

Michigan 

Do you know about the Sharp-tailed Grouse? This bird is found in 

Michigan’s beautiful Upper Peninsula and throughout much of Canada and 

parts of the western United States, including Alaska. The uncommon Sharp

-tailed Grouse can be found in open prairies and grasslands, and may 

winter in wooded areas.  

The Sharp-tailed Grouse is listed as endangered in Michigan and many 

other populations of this species are declining throughout their range as 

well. The decline in the population is caused by a variety of things including 

habitat loss and degradation, which occur as a result of excessive livestock 

grazing, tree planting in open areas and the natural shift of grasslands and 

brushlands into forests.  

Various management practices can be put into place to help preserve the 

Sharp-tailed Grouse and increase its numbers. Establishing open grassland 

landscapes will create suitable habitat for this species, and it can be 

accomplished through prescribed burning and controlled grazing. Another 

way to create open prairies is through logging and managing the 

vegetation found in an area. To discover more about this unique bird visit 

https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/sharp-tailed-grouse.   

Did you know? The Sharp-tailed Grouse is found in the 

jack pine barrens in Michigan, which is home to a 

variety of plants and animals, with both threatened 

and endangered species as well as more common 

species. They all share the jack pine habitat, so work 

done to help one species can actually benefit others as 

well, such as the Kirtland’s Warbler or the red fox.  

How can you get involved? You can help protect the Sharp-tailed Grouse and other animals living in 

the jack pine habitat! To find out more information about how to manage your land for this endangered 

bird visit http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/assistance/backyard/privatelandhabitat/

managing_for_sharptailed_grouse.pdf  
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